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April 2010
April
6 Night Critters — Victoria Park (National Parks Discovery Walk Talks and Tours p6-7)
8 Exploring Rockpool biodiversity Hastings point (National Parks Discovery)
9 Plant Identification Workshop (EnviTE)
13& 14 Aboriginal cultural workshops (National Parks Discovery)
15 Caring for our Country applications due
15 Bush Survival for Kids (National Parks Discovery)
16 Bush Regeneration Workshop (EnviTE)
19 Community Planting Day Mullumbimby Football Club (Byron Shire Council)
29 Training for Landcare groups (BVL workshop)
May
7 Myall Creek Cats Claw and Lantana control field day (EnviTE)
9 North New Brighton Dunecare — field day including aboriginal cultural awareness
14 Closing date Round 2 Junior Landcare Grants
14 Jali Seven Mile Beach Heath and Wetland Field Day (EnviTE)
16 Volunteer Grants Close
21 Field day Wompoo Gorge (EnviTE)
27 & 28 Photos collected Visions of the Valley competition (Brunswick Valley Landcare)
June
4 Opening Night for the Visions of the Valley Photo competition Civic Hall Mullumbimby
5 Brunswick Valley Nature Festival Out door activities (Brunswick Valley Landcare)
6 Brunswick Valley Nature Festival Civic Hall speakers and displays (Brunswick Valley

Landcare)

Brunswick Valley Landcare is losing the services of
its human dynamo — project officer Judy
Macdonald, who is leaving after a seven-year
involvement to extend her role as manager of local
farmers’ markets.

From April 9 Judy will be running a new
Mullumbimby Farmer’'s Market at the
Showgrounds, in addition to the successful New
Brighton Farmers’ Market that she manages.

Judy was one of the founding members of
Brunswick Valley Landcare in November 2003 along with Jo Green, Roz Elliot and Graham Ashcroft,
and others who recognised the need for a non-political, umbrella organisation to serve the region’s
growing number of Landcare locality groups, which until then had worked in isolation.

The initiative meant that BVL could help Landcare and Dunecare groups and landholders in the
Brunswick River Catchment develop projects and apply for funds, share costs such as public liability
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insurance, employ professionals, and have an effective interface with what was then the newly-formed
Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority.

Judy has been a dedicated and tireless worker for the locality groups ever since. Not only is she an
expert gardener with an extensive knowledge of native vegetation and local natural resource
management issues, but she also has an invaluable understanding of the political issues which govern
funding. BVL owes Judy a major vote of thanks for her highly successful input to funding applications
over the years — she has a knack for writing applications that somehow always come to the top of the
pile.

By packing at least twenty-five hours into every day, Judy was
able to act as mentor to the locality groups, be involved with the
organisation of BVL’'s ambitious program of monthly walks and
workshops, look after BVL's commitment to the New South Wales
Environmental Trust three-year community education program,
and play an active and very successful role in the organisation of
the first three Brunswick Valley Nature Festivals. All this while
maintaining an involvement with various other community activities
and as a political activist on the issues that stir her passion.

As BVL Secretary Madeleine Green says: “Judy has enough
energy to power a small city and BVL is certainly lucky to have
been the beneficiary of that drive and enthusiasm.”

Judy will continue her involvement with Landcare as convenor of
the Upper Marshalls Creek locality group.

Celebrating Biodiversity
4 June — 6 June 2010

Friday 4 June 6:00 pm — 9:00pm

Civic Hall Mullumbimby

Opening Night for the Visions of the Valley photo competition and presentation of prizes. The
exhibition will then be open to the public, during the day, all weekend.

Saturday 5 June 7:00 am — 3:00 pm

Field trips in and around Mullumbimby. Walks and tours focussing on a variety of topics including
ecological restoration works, plant identification, river restoration and bird walks. Meet at the Civic Hall
to join in with the tours.

Sunday 6 June 9:30 am —4:00 pm

Seven guest speakers will give presentations on local fauna, plants and
soils. Fauna talks to include possums and gliders, frogs, snakes and
migratory bush birds. There will also be a variety of displays and children’s
activities. All activities will be in, or next to, the Mullumbimby Civic Hall.

For more information contact Wendy 6626 7028 (Thursdays and Fridays)
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Nerida Johnson
There is some great prize money awaiting the photographers who can best capture the natural beauty

of the Brunswick Valley.

The Visions of the Valley photographic competition held in conjunction with the Brunswick Valley
Nature Festival in June starting on World Environment Day will have prize money totalling $1,500.
The United Nations declared 2010 to be the International Year of Biodiversity. It is a celebration of life
on earth and of the value of biodiversity for our lives. Our local area is one of the world’s hot spots for
the richness of its animal and plant life so there is no shortage of subject matter for competition
entries.

In previous years the competition has attracted a large
number of very high quality entries. In 2008 first prize was
taken out by Peter Gibney with an amazing glimpse of The
Secret Life of Mangroves (pictured) and the organisers
expect the same fantastic response for this year’s festival.
The photographs can feature our natural landscapes,
native birds, animals, fish, other aquatic life or plants. The
photograph must be taken within the Brunswick catchment
which extends from Yelgun to Broken Head.

The competition has been made possible by the generosity of the Hotel Brunswick and its continued
sponsorship which this year is also supported by prize money from Brunswick Valley Landcare. This
year the winner will receive $500, with $350 for second prize, $250 for third prize, and three $50
awards for highly commended entries. There will also be a people’s choice award of $250.

Entries will be displayed at the Civic Hall, Mullumbimby for the duration of the Nature Festival (5" and
6" June 2010) and entrants can submit up to three images. Entries can be lodged between 10.00am
and 4.00pm at Byron Shire Council Mullumbimby on Thursday 27" and Friday 28" May 2010.

An entry form has been emailed with this newsletter and will be available ACE in Mullumbimby and
Byron Bay. They will also be downloaded from the Brunswick Valley Landcare website -
www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au

Photos from 2006 L to R by Peter Gibney, Helena Armstrong, David Kemp and Leah Koesterke
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The New South Wales Government Environmental Trust
funding is open for 2010. Information :
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/grants/envtrust.htm.

Funds for Education, Eco Schools, Protecting Our Places
and Restoration and Rehabilitation Programs are available to community groups, schools and
councils.

)

Volunteer Grants 2010 recognises the valuable work of

Australia’s volunteers and is part of the Government's

ongoing commitment to supporting volunteers, assisting

disadvantaged communities and encouraging social

inclusion to assist vulnerable people within our society. Funding of $21 million is available to eligible
non-profit community organisations to assist their volunteers and encourage volunteering. Volunteer
Grants 2010 provides funding between $1,000 and $5,000 to help non-profit organisations. CLOSE 16
April 2010

Information: http://www.fahcsia.gov.au/sa/volunteers/funding/Pages/volunteer grants2010.aspx
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Through the Junior Landcare Grants Program, any school or organisation that
would like to involve their students in landcare projects, in conjunction with
local landcare groups, can apply for grants to assist them with the cost of their
projects. website www.juniorlandcare.com.au.
2010 Closing Dates Round 2: 5pm Friday 14th May
Round 3: 5pm Friday 6th August
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Caring for our Country is an Australian Government initiative that FO R
seeks to achieve an environment that is healthy, better O U R
protected, well managed and resilient, and provides essential
ecosystem services in a changing climate. C O U NTRY

The current business plan sets out the targets for investment in 2010-11 and following years to ensure
we stay on track to achieving the government® five-year Caring for our Country outcomes. The
business plan provides guidance to potential applicants on the types of proposals which the Australian
Government is seeking to fund to address these targets.

Applications For the majority of proposals an open call online application form will need to be
completed. Further details and the online application form are available from the Caring for our
Country website at www.nrm.gov.au or call 1 800 552 008. Applications close on 15 April 2010




EnviTE filed days and workshops

There is no cost for these workshops. All workshops - numbers are limited. Bookings
essential. -For further details and to register for the workshop contact: Tracey at EnviTE on 02
66219588 or traceym@envite.org.au

Plant Identification Workshop
Friday April 9, 2010 no cost
An opportunity to learn how to identify native and weed plant species from the experts
The workshop will run from 9.00am till 3.00pm.
You will gain first hand experience in classification and identification of plants. Please bring food and
drink for the day. Training materials and equipment will be provided. The nursery is located at the
rear of the crematorium off Skyline Road, Goonellabah. If you need directions on the day call Stuart
Hanna on 0429968073.

This workshop is supported by Richmond Landcare Inc.

Bush Regeneration Workshop
Friday April 16, 2010 no cost
Meet at end of Shaws Lane, Tuckombil
* The workshop will run from 9.00am till 3.00pm.
« In the morning we will inspect bush regeneration works at the Shaws Lane remnant and learn plant
identification and bush regeneration strategies.
* In the afternoon we will undertake practical bush regeneration training.
* You will gain first hand experience in identification of weeds and weed control techniques. Work
alongside professional bush regenerators and gain skills for restoring native plant communities.
* Please bring food and drink for the day.
» Training materials, tools and equipment will be provided.
» Wear sturdy footwear, long pants and shirts, hat, sunscreen and insect repellent.
In case of wet weather on the day call Stuart Hanna on 0429968073 to confirm if workshop will
proceed.
This workshop is supported by Richmond Landcare Inc.

More details on May workshops next ENEWS

Myall Creek Cats Claw and Lantana control Restoration Project Field Day
Friday May 7, 2010, 9.30am - 1.00pm

Jali Seven Mile Beach Heath and Wetland Restoration Project Field Day
Friday May 14, 2010, 9.00am - 1.00pm

Wompoo Gorge Restoration Field Day
Friday May 21, 2010, 9.00am - 12.00pm




NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service - Northern Rivers Region
EASTER HOLIDAY PROGRAM 2010

1. Night Critters (VICTORIA PARK NATURE RESERVE)

Come join the Ranger for an easy night walk through this remnant of the Big Scrub and learn about
the creatures that go bump in the night. Listen and look for the diverse range of nocturnal animals
found in this reserve

Date: Tuesday 6 th APRIL; Time: 6:00 - 7:30 pm; Grade: easy

Meet: 5:45 PM in Victoria Park picnic area, end of Fosters Ln, off Dalwood rd, off Wardell rd, via
Alstonville

Cost: $8 adults, $6 child/conc, $25 family(4); Bring: shoes, water, repellent, torch & binoculars.

2. Doin’ your own DAMPER (CUDGEN NATURE RESERVE)

You and the kids will learn the skills of making and cooking the perfect damper with local indigenous
man Athol Compton. We’'ll then all sit back around the fire with a morning tea cuppa and hear some
local stories of the area as we tuck into our dampers with a bit of bush-tucker jam.

Date: Wednesday 7™ April; Time: 9:00 - 11:00 am; Grade: easy

Meet: 8:45 am in carpark, 200 Meters north of Cabarita township, off Tweed Coast Rd.

Cost: $10 adults, $8 child/conc or $35 family(4); Bring: shoes, hat, water, cup (damper ingredients
provided)

3. Exploring Rockpool Biodiversity (HASTINGS POINT)

Join Discovery Rangers, Wetland Care Australia officers and Byron Bird Buddies for a detailed
exploration of the critters amongst the rockpools and the feathered varieties above them.
Date: Thursday 8" April; Time: 9:30 - 11.00 am; Grade: easy;

Meet: 9:15 am in carpark at end of Yugari dv, off Tweed Coast rd, Hastings Point.

Cost: free; Bring: Shoes, water, sunscreen, hat

4. Exploring Rockpool Biodiversity (EVANS HEAD)

Join Discovery Rangers, Wetland Care Australia officers and Byron Bird Buddies for a detailed
exploration of the critters amongst the rockpools and the feathered varieties above them.
Date: Friday 9" April; Time: 10:00 - 11.30 am; Grade: easy

Meet: 9:45 am in carpark at end of Evans rd, off Ocean dv, South Evans Head.

Cost: free; Bring: Shoes, water, sunscreen, hat.

5. Walking in the Wilson (WILSON NATURE RESERVE)

Explore the little-known beauty of the biodiverse dry & sub-tropical rainforest just on the edge of
Lismore.

This area is frequented by koalas and a host of rainforest birds.

Date: Monday 12" April; Time: 2:00 to 4:00 pm; Grade: easy to Medium:;

Meet: 1:45 pm in carpark next to water tower off City View Dv, off Wyralla Rd, South Lismore
Cost: $8 adults, $6 child/conc, $25 family(4); Bring: shoes, hat, water, sunscreen, snack

6. Make your own clap-stick or bull-roarer with Uncle Mick (NIGHTCAP NATIONAL PARK)

Join Uncle Mick Roberts for a session of painting up your own aboriginal artefact. He'll also share
some stories and a bit of bush-tucker and show you how to correctly use your artefact. This is a great
one for the whole family.

Date: Tuesday 13" April ; Time: 10.00am to midday; Grade: easy

Meet: 9.45am in Rummery Park picnic area, Peates Mountain rd, off Minyon Falls rd

Cost: $12 adults, $10 child/conc or $40 family(4); Bring: shoes, hat, water, sunscreen,




7. Weave your own head-band or wrist-band & help paint a story (MARSHALL CK NATURE
RESERVE)

Be guided through the art of weaving a head or wrist band with local Aboriginal people. Then join in on
mural painting and enjoy a short bush-tucker walk topped off with a relaxing cuppa & damper at the
end of it all.

Date: Wednesday 14™ April; Time: 10:00 am — midday; GRADE: EASY

Meet: 9:45am in picnic area opposite the New Brighton store, River st, off Strand av, off Orana rd,
Ocean Shores

COST: $10 adult, $8 child/conc or $35 family(4); Bring: shoes, hat, chair, water

8. Kid Versus WILD: Bushcraft & Survival for Kids (VICTORIA PARK NATURE RESERVE)

Come and learn about some of the basics for safety and survival in the bush. Kids will also learn about
basic first aid, including how to treat snake bite.

Date: Thursday 15" April; Time: 10.00am to midday; Grade: easy

Meet: 9.45am in picnic area at end Fosters Ln, off Dalwood rd, off Wardell rd, via Alstonville

COST: Adults free; kids $6; Bring: shoes, hat, water

9. Our spectacular Bird Biodiversity (BORDER RANGES NATIONAL PARK)

Come along and learn the basics of observing our incredible variety of birds. This is one of the most
biodiverse areas outside the wet tropics and rich with birds. We’'ll develop a bird list during our easy
walk and you will be instructed on proper use of binoculars and a few tricks for good bird viewing.
Notes & binoculars provided.

Date: Friday 16 th April; Time: 9:30 - 11:30 am; Grade: easy

Meet: 9:15 am in Sheepstation ck campground off Tweed Range rd, off Simes rd, off Lynches ck rd,
off Summerland way via Kyogle

Cost: $8 adults, $6 child/conc or $25 family(4); Bring: shoes, hat, water, snack & binoculars (if you
have them)

Lighthouse Tours at Cape Byron during school holidays

TIMES/DATES: Tuesdays and Thursday at 11.00am, 12.00pm and 2.00pm and on Sat during school
holidays (i.e. April 3rd & 10th) 10.00am, 11.00am, 12.30pm, 2.00pm and 3.30pm..

COST: $8 Adults, $6 Children/Concession or $25 Family.

BOOKINGS for Lighthouse tours are made through the Cape Byron Trust on (02) 6685 5955.
Please note that parking is limited

PLEASE BRING WATER, FOOD, SUN PROTECTION AND STURDY FOOTWEAR TO ALL
ACTIVITIES. PRIVATE TRANSPORT IS REQUIRED TO AND FROM THE SITE. WHILE OUR AIM IS
TO CONDUCT ALL ACTIVITIES AS SCHEDULED, CANCELLATIONS MAY OCCUR IF THERE ARE

INSUFFICIENT BOOKINGS OR INCLEMENT WEATHER. NB: CONCESSION = PENSIONERS,
STUDENTS, HEALTH CARE CARD HOLDERS.
CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT ON ALL ACTIVITIES
GRADES: EASY = FUN FOR ALL AGES; MEDIUM = WALKING INVOLVES STAGES OF UP AND
DOWN HILL ON FORMED TRACK; SOME FITNESS REQUIRED

BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR ALL Discovery ACTIVITIES.
PHONE THE NORTHERN RIVERS REGIONAL OFFICE ON (02) 6627 0200 (press 9 for reception)
FOR ACTIVITY DETAILS AND AVAILABILITY.




Byron Region Community College (formally known as ACE) has a a
new round of courses on sustainability starting at the end of April
through to July.

Courses of particular interest to Landcarers are: Native Butterflies on

April 9" a field trip that covers ID as well as what plants to grow to

support butterflies, Water for Life on May 1* where you can plan you

water capture and storage s?]/stems tank and Tangle of Life which gives an in depth appreciation of
local biodiversity starting 24™ April for 6 sessions.

For more information go to www.byroncollege.org.au or contact Katrina Shields Sustainability
Coordinator Phone: 02 66843374 Email: katrina@byroncollege.org.au

Have you seen dense populations of baby toads anywhere this year ? Byron
Shire Council is recording breeding sites around the shire so if you have seen
baby black toads migrating out of a local dam or pond please contact Wendy
Gibney Environmental Project Officer (Cane Toad Control) Byron Shire Council
02 6626 7028 (Wednesday) wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au .

This program has been assisted by the NSW government through its
‘Environmental Trust’ initiative
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John Leedom

Byron Shire Council’s bush regeneration team and Madhima Gulgan Community Association will be
planting over 1000 seedlings along the Brunswick River bank at the Mullumbimby Football Club on
Monday April 19, 2010. Members, friends and family of Brunswick

Valley Landcare are invited to give us a hand with the planting

starting at 9:00 am -1:00pm. Helpers welcome within that time.

Please wear covered shoes, sunsafe clothing and gloves. Mosquito
repellent may also be useful! For more information contact John
Leedom 0458186686. This program has been assisted by the NSW
government through its ‘Environmental Trust’ initiative and
supported by Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority.

View of area to be planted.
Photo Shane Ivey.




NEW WEED ALERT — Coolatia grass

Local ecologist Mark Robinson has collected and identified a specimen of Coolatia Grass
(Hyparrhenia hirta) growing in Byron Shire. Mark

noticed the grass growing on the highway at St

Helena and at the base of the hill.

Coolatai grass spreads by tiny seeds with hairy,
awned husks. The seeds can stick to clothing,
animals and vehicles especially when wet. Traffic
slashers and road work machinery spread the
seeds along roadsides. Livestock can spread the
seeds along stock routes and the grass also

spreads readily along drainage lines. Coolati grass photo: Les Tanner, 2007 CRC Weed

Management

Under the NSW Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995, invasion of native plant communities by
exotic perennial grasses has been listed as a key threatening process.

Whilst it invades grassy woodlands readily, it is unlikely to invade rainforests. However the shire’s
sclerophyll forests including Coastal Cypress Pine Forest are vulnerable.

Sources

http://www.weedscrc.org.au/documents/wmg _coolatai.pdf

http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/cgi-
bin/NSWfl.pl?page=nswil&showsyn=0K&dist=&constat=&lvlI=sp&name=Hyparrhenia~hirta

Soil Newsletter — A/l the Dirt

All the dirt is a newsletter about soil science and management on the North Coast of New South
Wales. This newsletter is produced by NSW Industry and Investment (formerly NSW DPI) and
published by the NRCMA.

The newsletter contains articles on soil health studies and practices in the northern NSW region. All
the dirt has updates on events such as Carbon soil workshops and field days. Also there are many
reviews on new books, articles and websites. To subscribe email:
allthedirt.newsletter@industry.nsw.gov.au




Brunswick Valley Landcare has been working on this
project for two years and has had great success
controlling weeds and planting trees along the Brunswick
River in Mullumbimby. Works extend along both sides of
the river from Heritage park to Salt water Creek.

Last week BVL teamed up with students, teachers and
families from St John’s Primary School Mullumbimby to
plant more trees in the riparian zone in Casuarina Street
near Federation Bridge. St John’s has been planting on
this landcare site for the past three years. The students
enjoy visiting their trees each year and planting new areas.

Thanks very much to local bush regenerator Sandra
Rubbo for organising the planting and preparing the site.

Sudents and families from & John’ s primary school

This program has been assisted by the NSW government through its ‘Environmental Trust’ initiative

Community Support Officer

For further information about participating in local Landcare, NRCMA programs or other issues relating
to natural resource management in the Byron Shire area, please contact:

Wendy Gibney

Community Support Officer (Byron)

6626 7028 (Thursdays and Fridays)

Email: wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au

Contacts for Brunswick Valley Landcare

Postal Address PO Box 6, Brunswick Heads, 2483

Secretary Madeline Green madeleinegreen@linknet.com.au

BVL Project officer: Judy MacDonald — 6684 5390 Wed & Thurs or judymac@aapt.net.au

Website: www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au

This Newsletter is funded by the Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority (NRCMA) Community
Support Project delivered through Brunswick Valley Landcare and supported by Byron Shire Council.
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T3« a voucher from Mullum Creek Native Nursery for one 25% discount on the purchase of local
native plants (maximum discount $50).
U< a bi-monthly newsletter full of practical information and news on workshops and events.

< free regular training workshops including bushwalks, tree identification and weed management

)< the opportunity to meet other people interested in conserving and restoring the natural world.
help to develop projects, write applications for project funds, and finalise project reports.

access to technical expertise and equipment to carry out weed control, tree planting, and bush

regeneration.

To renew your membership please complete the form below or contact Jane Wickers on 6684
6212 or jane_wickers@ekit.com for more information.

BRUNSWICK VALLEY LANDCARE INC. Membership renewal invoice

ABN: 86 821 354 958

N2 0
Email (print clearly please): ........c.ovveiiiiieii i Phone: ...,

Address (if you have changed addressinthelast year): .......ccoovviiiii i

MEMBERSHIP FEES includes gst (please circle)

1Year 2Year 5Year
INDIVIDUALS $25.00 $45.00 $100.00
CONCESSION  $15.00 n/a n/a
FAMILY $35.00 $65.00 $150.00
GROUPS* $45.00 $85.00 $200.00 * Includes SCHOOLS, ORGANISATIONS, MO'S

Please use this space to make suggestions (workshops, services, etc) and/or
to let us know how you would like to help

Please make cheques/ postal orders payable to:
Brunswick Valley Landcare, Inc. and post to:
PO Box 6 Brunswick Heads 2483

Topay vialnternet Transfer or for General Enquiries:
Jane Wickers (02) 6684 6212 or jane_wickers@ekit.com
Office use only
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