Return Address:
PO Box 796
Murwillumbah 2484

Tweed Brunswick

Coming Events

December

Sunday 17 Brunswick Valley Landcare Christmas Party
Mullumbimby

January

Friday 12 Landscan Soils Part 2, M’bah Golf Club for those who did
the November 06 workshop

Friday 19 Reach based Project expressions of interest submissions
due

Tuesday 23 Landscan Land Capability Workshop Murwillumbah

Wednesday 24 Landscan Land Capability Workshop Murwillumbah

February

Tues 6 Closing date for nominations for Regional Landcare
Awards

March

Thursday 29  Northern Rivers CMA Landcare Awards Dinner, Grafton

Fri 30 & Sat 31 Inaugural Northern Rivers Landcare Forum, Grafton

This is your newsletter so feel free to make a contribution, write an
article or tell us about your group’s coming events. Articles need to
be sent to Georgia or Kate by the last Thursday of the month.

Distribution:

- Two paper copies go to each Landcare group secretary, to distribute throughout
the group.

- The email contact for each Landcare group receives an email version to
distribute to the group via email.

- Members of Tweed Landcare Inc receive a copy.

- Anyone can receive their own paper version for $6 pa. Please send your money
to Landcare Newsletter PO Box 796 Murwillumbah NSW 2484

- Our partners in Government Agencies and Non-government Organizations
receive the newsletter by email.

- Copies are available to read at the local libraries in the Tweed and Byron Shires.

Landcare News

Community Support Officers (CSO)
This project is funded by the
Northern Rivers Catchment
Management Authority
(NRCMA) with money from the
Australian Government
through the Natural Heritage
Trust (NHT).

Aboriginal CSO: Des Williams
Phone (02) 6674 3600

Fax (02) 6674 3603

23 Morton Street, Chinderah.

PO Box 1410 Kingscliff NSW 2487

Acting Brunswick CSO:

Georgia Beyer

Phone (02) 6626 7028

Fax (02) 66 84 3018

landcare @byron.nsw.gov.au
Tuesdays, Wednesdays at Byron
Shire Council Office, Mullumbimby.

Tweed CSO: Kate McKenzie
Phone: 02) 6672 5488

Fax: (02) 6672 3473
kate.mckenzie@dnr.nsw.gov.au
Tuesdays and Thursdays at the
Northern Rivers Catchment
Management Authority office in the
Dept of Natural Resources rooms
Main St, Murwillumbabh.



Tweed Landcare Inc.

Landscan Land Capability
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Tuesday 23 and Wednesday 24 January 2007
Murwillumbah Golf Club, Byangum Road

Please book with Greg Reid, Dept of Primary
Industries
02 66261213
greg.reid@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Vulnerable Species Recovery Report

Hicksbeachia pinnatifolia, Red Bopple Nut

An encouraging recovery of this vulnerable
species has occurred at the Upper Duroby Creek
Landcare site (North Tumbulgum).

Six years after having a riparian area
fenced to protect remnant subtropical rainforest
habitat including two stands of mature
Hicksbeachia pinnatifolia, natural rehabilitation has
produced a regeneration rate of 10 to 1.

On the eastern side of the creek two mature
trees (one multi-stemmed) have produced nuts
during the past six years but only six seedlings
have survived — three of them in the past year.

Whereas recent inspection of the two
mature trees on the western side has resulted in
the exciting find of thirty-three seedlings, all
striking over the last month since the June/July
rain.

Weeds and grass have been removed from
the immediate area around the seedlings and they
have been mulched and staked.

We will follow their development with
interest and keep you informed as this has been
the best natural strike rate that | have observed for
this species.

Jan Sinclair (Coordinator U.D.C. Landcare)
Reece Taverner (Volunteer Assistant)

World Heritage Wildlife Art

Demonstrations during January at the
World Heritage Rainforest Centre
Murwillumbah

Wildlife artist Andy Reimanis has
embarked on a program to help showcase
some of the region’s native fauna (especially
birdlife) that Landcare groups are helping to
conserve.

The World Heritage Rainforest Centre in
Murwillumbah plays a pivotal role in providing
relevant information and images about the
natural history of the region to both visitors and
residents alike. Often it is the best and only
way for visitors to experience some of our
rarest, elusive, yet finest wildlife.

During January, Andy will be giving
demonstrations of his detailed painting
technique at the World Heritage Rainforest
Centre, Murwillumbah. He will be pleased to
answer questions about his artwork and to
share his knowledge of the wildlife (especially
birdlife) of the Tweed. With three easels under
way at once it will be worth calling in to watch
the paintings emerge. ‘Wildlife with Attitude’
is the theme of Andy’s ongoing works. ‘My
artwork reflects the determination of all species
to survive, regardless of what is going on with
the environment. | gain inspiration from their
tenacity and adaptability.’

Demonstrations will be held on Wednesdays
and Saturdays 10am — 2pm comensing 3
January. For info please contact Andy on 0266
779009.

Honeysuckle Information

Information is sought on the whereabouts of
Japanese  Honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica)
infestations in bushland and along creeks and
roads. Honeysuckle is an exotic garden escapee
vine that has cream to yellow sweet smelling
flowers in spring.

The information will be compiled and then used
to formulate a control action plan on this canopy
destroying weed before it gets a greater hold on
native vegetation in the Tweed Valley.

Please phone Eddie Roberts on 66794079 or
email oldgrowthed@yahoo.com Thank you for
your help.




After the Farm Forestry Trip

A successful Farm Forestry Bus Trip was
held 18 November. Local people, members of the
Q Farm Forestry Ass and some from as far as
Boonah, Q visited Earl Ross© cabinet timber
plantation, Bilambil Valley. Earl spoke about his
growing methods and the information which he has
learned from the Q Farm Forestry Ass. There are
trees of many different ages so we could see the
different growth rates.

Matthew Kilby from Trees for Earth spoke
about soil preparation and soil nutrition and showed
the products which he has developed to enchance
tree growth. People were happy to try the samples
he distributed, such as a pink corflute tree guard
which aids tree growth.

In the afternoon, we went to the Boral
Factory, Murwillumbah. The manager Mike Bitzer
spoke about the engineered flooring product the
mill produces wusing the circular sawing of
hardwood lamellas.

These planks consist of 4 mm of hardwood
glued onto two layers of pine wood - the finished
product is 19mm thick. The plank is then given a
low shine finish. The tree growers were pleased to
know about this potential use of their product which
uses less of our native hardwoods to achieve the
same effect of a timber floor.

Another Bus Trip is planned for 17 February
2007 to inspect Native Forestry of Eucalypts in the
Mebbin Area. contact 02 66725488 to book.

Kate

Bruce Chick

Bruce Chick the 94 year old who is an
inspiration to all of us involved in practical natural
resource management is in the Raffles Assisted
Aged Care at Tweed Heads South phone 07 5523
9400.

If you would like to visit him, turn west from
Minjungbal Drive into Kirkwood Drive, right into 2
Falcon Way and left into Peregrine Way.

The best times to visit are 9:30 am to 11:30
am and 1pm to 4pm.

Tweed Landcare won't be meeting indoors
this month ...we're having a picnic instead. Get in
touch if you need us; otherwise...happy summer
holidays everyone !

T —Weed
a professional voluntary weeding
team

Will work for the cost of getting there and materials
Donation of time or money from landowner.

No job too small or too large and we’re growing in
numbers.

Come and train, increase your plant ID and plant

removal skills.

We work on your property and you work

on ours.
Contact: lan 02 66791046

Clear at the Rate of Regeneration

When one works from good areas to bad
one works out to the ‘omesis” edge beyond which
follow up becomes extreme. The omesis
phenomenon was employed by chemists in the
1920s who often put small amounts of poison into
remedies. It was found that this helped build the
immune response which is bush regeneration
terms is the pioneers, the vines and the ground
covers. One can often see the omesis
phenomenon in struggling bush characterised by
the way the natives are forced to mimic the weeds
and put forth its most robust species. This is the
edge we work to, it is the most likely place to find
regeneration and always reminds me that the bush
is an organism in defence.

Methodologies, trials, monitoring and
assessments all attempt to find the omesis edge
where we can watch the diversity emerge and all
feel we are giving something back to nature. There
we assist natives’ immune response and by
morphosing into macrophages (immune system
combatants) we explore and mimic the nature of
weeds in order to help the bush heal itself.

Weed from the ridges down and from the
ends of valleys where the creeks begin and the
bush is good. Work form the shady side of a single
native. This is the concept Joan Bradley a chemist
and her sister developed back in the 50’s. Itis an
approach designed perhaps idealistically to
eradicate weeds in bushland — not just control
them. It assists the bush to stabilize itself over a
vast scale. As bush carers that is how we fit in, our
reason and our aim.

lan Walker
November 2006
Couchy Creek, Tweed Valley

3



Palmvale Community Landcare

Our group here at Palmvale formed back in
2000. The early days, were about educating
ourselves with the help and shared knowledge from
a range of people from DIPNR, Tweed Landcare
Inc, Green Corps, and EnviTE etc. Also there have
been some key people along the way who have
supported our efforts to become effective and get
ourselves organised these include Rhonda James,
Claire Masters, Kate McKenzie and Bill Rowe.

In undertaking Landcare work in the area we

have had two main projects:
the removal of weeds from the Roadside &
Christies Creek
the restoration of Christies Creek (working
to create a vegetation corridor)

Each of the above projects has been funded by
the successful application for Grant monies. The
largest of these was an $8,000 Envirofund Grant.
With these funds Palmvale Community Landcare
has been able to successfully obtain the following
resources:

1st) First Aid Kit for the Group

2nd)Digital Camera to record on- ground works

3rd) Domain Name Registration for Web Page

www.palmvalelandcare.org.au
4th) Poisons to control weeds
5th) Plants from Burringbah Rainforest Nursery
for re-planting work in prescribed zones to
assist with the creation of a corridor for
native plants, wildlife & for stream health

6th) Management Plan for the Group, created by
Steve Rose with assistance from Rhonda
James

7th) Signs to advertise our activities along the
road — advise members of date & times for
working bees / meetings etc

We have a vision to look after Christies Creek
by addressing issues such as:

- Weeds

erosion

pest fish species
monitoring of water quality
revegetation

- fencing

Our plan is to continue our working bees every
month, to undertake weed control, replanting and
monitoring of our current work zones. Our next
challenge is fencing and protecting our Work
Zones.

Finally and most importantly, it is only with the
friendship and support of all our members over the
past 6 years that any of the above outcomes could
have been achieved.

So to all our Group - thanks.
Yvonne Rose

IF YOU CAN'T MEASURE IT, YOU
CAN'T MANAGE IT

There are over 50 environmental volunteer
groups in the shire. Put together, they contribute
vast amount of time and energy towards the
conservation of the regions native flora and fauna.

Tweed Landcare and Tweed Shire Council
have been working together to develop a way in
which the efforts of all these groups can be
measured collectively.

The outcome of this work has been the
development of a standard reporting template to
compile all ‘regen’ and ‘revege’ projects in the shire
each year. The reporting template will help to:

- Improve coordination and cooperation

between all organisations participating in
catchment management.
Record the number of hours worked and the
area (in hectares or metres for riparian)
Communicate annual trends in bushland
management and community participation
(which will be reported on in the shires
annual SoE Report)

Increase funding opportunites for groups

and improve how environmental
management resources are allocated.

Encourage increased participation rates for

conservation activities in the shire.

To be truly effective, the involvement of every
group is vital. As such, Tweed LandCare is calling
for all local environmental volunteer groups to
participate in the annual reporting process.

To obtain a copy of the reporting template,
contact Kate McKenzie on 02 66725488.

Also, if your group hasn't completed the
template for 05/06 reporting year, please do so
ASAP and return it to Kate via email:
Kate.McKenzie@dnr.nsw.gov.au. Any comments
on how to improve the template are most welcome.

HOW ABOUT LOCAL FLORA with your

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS?
FLOWERING
Cudgerie (Flindersia schottiana) Flowers very showy
“white, with a honey like fragrance, in large terminal
panicles” (Floyd p334).
Scrub Christmas Tree, Brown Kurrajong (Commersonia
bartramia) has white flowers.
Brush Box, (Lophostemon confertus) cream flowers.
FRUITING
Riberry (Syzygium luehmannii) has red fruits this time of
year.
Teak Flindersia australis
“A woody capsule covered with stout, blunt prickles splitting
into usually five boat-shaped valves which generally remain
united at the base” (Floyd P332).
Long Jack Flindersia xanthoxyla has similar capsules.
Decorative Leaves
Native Holly (Alchornea ilicifolia) has a stiff, serrated leaf with
spinose teeth.
And there would be lots of other imaginative, botanical
solutions!




N\="Northern Rivers
c M ACATCHMENT MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

Application for
Reach-Based River Rehabilitation Projects
Funds are available through the Northern Rivers Catchment

Management Authority for the development and implementation
of Reach-Based River Rehabilitation Projects.

Individuals or groups are invited to apply. Projects must extend
over at least 1km of stream length (other eligibility criteria apply).

Close of Applications: Friday, 19 January 2007
* Please Note The Extension

For further information, eligibility criteria and application
requirements visit our website www.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au or
contact the relevant NRCMA officer:

Amalia Short, Ph: (02) 6672 5608
(Richmond, Brunswick and Tweed catchments)

Applications should be addressed to the General Manager,
Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority, PO Box 618
Grafton NSW 2460.
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Northern Rivers CMA 06/07 Regional Landcare
Awards — Call for Nominations

The Northern Rivers CMA is hosting the inaugural
Regional Landcare Awards and is looking for
nominations from the community for the nine award
categories:

Individual Landcarer Award

Rivercare Award

Nature Conservation Award

Landcare Community Group Award
Local Government Landcare Community
Partnerships Award

Landcare Primary Producer Award
Landcare Education Award

Landcare Indigenous Community Award
Coastcare Community Award

O o0Oo0OOo0o
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The closing date for nominations is 6 February 2007.

For more information: www.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au
Or contact Kerri Fransis: kerri.fransis@cma.nsw.gov.au

Envirofund

The next round of Environfund will be opened in
February 2007. Go to www.nht.gov.au/envirofund
or contact Georgia.

Report - Border Ranges Biodiversity Workshop

Around 50 people attended a community
consultation workshop for the Border Ranges
Cross Regional Biodiversity Hotspots Project for
Rainforest Recovery, held in Bangalow on
Saturday Nov 11. The project, funded by the
Australian Government and implemented by the
Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority,
South East Queensland Catchments, NSW
Department of Environment and Conservation and
the Environmental Protection Agency, aims to
provide a consistent and effective recovery
program for species and communities of
conservation concern within the Border Ranges
Biodiversity Hotspot (QLD and NSW). The
Recovery Program will focus on improving the
condition (connectivity and integrity) of rainforest
communities, their component species and
systems. A draft plan will be available for comment
in April 2007. For more information see the
newsletters available at
www.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au.




Dunecare Groups Celebrate
Funding Success.

Local Dunecare groups are celebrating the
recent success of their application for funding from the
Australian Government’s Natural Heritage Trust
Envirofund Program. Seven Byron Shire groups will
share in $50,000 for the purpose of restoring littoral
rainforest. The areas to benefit from the funding include
South Golden Beach, New Brighton, Belongil Estuary
shorebird area, Clarkes Beach, Brunswick Heads,
Simpsons Creek and Tallow Beach.

“Thisis afantastic outcome for the dunes in our
area. We have some small remnants of littoral rainforest
(rainforest by the sea) which is an endangered ecol ogical
community, and these funds will contribute towards
restoring and protecting these areas. As well as native
tree planting and weed control the funds will cover
fencing, signage, community education and training
days” said Landcare Community Support Officer
Georgia Beyer.

“All of the works that will be done under this
grant will be matched by in-kind contributions including
volunteer labour. This means that over $100,000 of
works can be carried out over the next 18 months’ she
said.

Michad Maoney, a volunteer with the
Brunswick Dune Care group says the funds will assist in
conserving threatened flora and fauna such as the
‘Stinking Cryptocarya and the Little Tern’. “Our
volunteers are very excited about the possibilities of the
project”.

Some of the local Dunecare groups have been
active for over 10 years, making them some of the
longest running Landcare groups in Australia Some of
their past achievements include building beach access
walkways and observation decks, fencing-off vulnerable
fore-dune areas and planting trees.

It's Coastcare Week!

The first week of December is coastcare
week, a nationwide initiative to highlight not only
the iconic nature of the great Aussie coastline, but
also the erosion and damage left behind by many
who are literally loving our coast to death.

Coastcare calls for all Australians to find out
more about how they can get involved with
protecting and preserving Australia’s precious
coastal areas.

Coastcare is a nationwide movement to 'do
something practical' about protecting and repairing
our coastline, and the lifeblood of the movement is
the staggering 60,000 Aussie volunteers working
tirelessly on a variety of projects.

Coastcare projects range from protecting
the shorebird breeding colonies of the East
Gippsland coastal estuaries, to monitoring the coral
reef of the Great Barrier Reef and installing nesting
igloos for penguins in Tasmania. All Coastcare
groups need more volunteers, so no matter where
you are in the country you can get involved.
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BVL MEMBERSHIP renewals are now due.
Families and M.QO’s $30,Individual $20,Concession
$10 Call Maura 66843693/maurajean@iinet.net.au
Plant discount offer

Mullum Creek Native Nursery.is again very
generously supporting BVL and offering new and
renewing members a 25% discount voucher for
plants purchased in a single sale.




The Lantana Workshop
by Ritade Heer

On November 18" 06, Judy MacDonald, BVL's Project
Officer, organised another wonderful workshop to be run by
Mark Evans, as the bush regenerator hired to do the work at
the two propertieswhere it took place.

After meeting at Main Arm shop, the ten or so of us
proceeded up Blindmouth Road per car pool. Even here the
specials began: a rare ball nut tree (Floydia praedta) about
halfway along, and a long green stick half across the road
which at the last second effortlessly turned itself into the
longest tree snake I've ever seen, resulting in a sudden skilful
manoeuvre by our driver so asto missit.

First we gathered at Allan and Julie Grey’s property.
After intros Judy said lantana (Lantana camara) is thought of in
many different ways. She mentioned a few organisations that
have their own particular take on it: National Weed Register;
National Parks; Noxious Weed Authority; FNC Weed Council;
and Landcare ... Interesting concept | thought, one weed with
all those different ideas about it.

Mark mentioned that 27! biological agents have so far
been released to try and control it. ‘We need an integrated
approach,” he said as we gazed up at a north-facing slope of
unbroken weed-green rimmed with a mix of eucalypts and
forest understorey. At our feet burbled Blindmouth Creek, part
of the headwaters of the Brunswick River. The Inner Pocket
Nature Reserve is right next door, said Judy meaning the other
side of ridge enclosing the head of the Blindmouth Creek.

She mentioned a few organisations that
have their own particular take on [lantana]:
National Weed Register; National Parks;
Noxious Weed Authority; FNC Weed
Council; and Landcare Interesting
concept | thought, one weed with all those
different ideas about it.

The project is 7 hectares of High Conservation
Value (HCV) and 2”2 hectares CMA Riparian. Therefore a 10
hectare management site with a high level of natural resilience
due to pockets of forest nearby. Between the creek and the
forest remnant we saw seedlings of Red Apple (Acmena
brachyandra), Red Ash (Alphitonia excdsa), Pencil Cedar
(Polyscias murrayi), Macaranga (Macaranga tanarius), White
Bolly Gum (Nedlitsia dedbata), Bleeding heart (Omaanthus
populifdius) and Blue Quandong (Elaeocarpus grandis) in one of
the cleared areas.

Mark stressed there are as many different approaches
as there are sites. Much depends on the site’s riparian
biodiversity. Then he outlinesthe basic steps. 1) Hand clearing,
that is by clipper and hand tools, along a creek, 3 to 5 metres
up both banks. Painting stumps the only poisoning used here.
2) Hand clearing around forest remnants, to the drip line. 3)
Then access tracks through large remaining areas using brush
hooks, cut and paint, dripper bottle with 1:1Y?poison dilution.
4) Over spray remaining large areas using backpack with a
Weedmaster duo 1:100, adding canola oil for weather proofing
for after and before impending rain. 5) At a site where there is
a chance of good recovery, as explained above, maintenance
consists of only weed control. Mark said two people can treat
an acre aday. The dead lantana lying around serves to protect
the site against erosion and as a framework for the new
growth, a nursery for the new vegetation and protection from
wallabies.

Scrambling back to the shady sit down place we were
treated with one of BVL’s afternoon teas, catered also by Judy.

We talked natural and people history. lan Parer got his maps
out. We called on Peter Harriden's expertise of the area as
Bushfire fighter. Rex Fisher shared his twitcher’s binoculars
around and Mark and Judy answered more questions.

Then into the cars again for the second site, the
Tikarams, where as well as the lantana removal in progress,
we saw mature brush boxes (Lophastemon confertus) two thirds
the way up the slope between the lantana (presumably
replacing bananas replacing subtropical rainforest) and the
eucalyptson theridge.

Inspecting arainforest seedling uncovered from lantana.

While at the Tikaram lantana management site we
observed the spangled drongo (bird, for those of you not
familiar with this species) with a bit of its natural history by
Rex.

Our viewing of the hairy quandongs (Eleaocarpus
williamsianus - recently discovered, one of only 11 standsin the
whole wide world) necessitated the negotiation of another
steep-ish slope. Apparently each stand represents a single
individual reproducing itself clonally by suckering. I've heard
the same thing in relation to the Wollemi Pine, to the extent
that every single seedling out there and growing are of the
same genetic code. Description in the old Red Book (Rainforest
Tressand Shrubs, Harden & al. 1984) include the fruit so suggest
that pollination was still taking placein the eighties.

Suckering may be atree’s survival ploy after losing its
pollinating agent. What the agent was for the hairy quandong
there is yet no evidence. Someone in the group cogitated the
cassowary for the role, forgetting perhaps that cassowaries, if
and when they were native to this area, transported the fruit in
their gut, disseminating it wide and far in their droppings.
Actual pollination not explained.

Another surprise back at the cars was a white-eared
monarch (bird) another rare and threatened species, doing its
mating dance in a nearby camphor laurel nearby. All | can say
is ‘'WOW'’ and ‘Thank you, udy and Mark!” and be sorry for
all the people who missed out on this fabulous and useful
afternoon!
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VISIT THE BVL WEBSITE
www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au




BVL Goes Back to School

Brunswick Valley Landcare recently held a stall at the
Mullumbimby Primary School fete showing a large
collection of local weed species. The fete provided the
opportunity to get the message about the problem of
weeds out to a broader audience. Many Landcarers
know that some pretty-looking and easy-to-grow garden
plants are in fact environmental weeds, but there is a
lack of understanding of this problem in the broader
community. The weed display attracted a lot of interest
despite an abundance of other stalls with sparkly and
sweet tasting things on show. Thanks to Rita, Judy,
Georgia, Mark, Michael, lan, Bettjoy and Toni for staffing
the stall.

Landcare volunteer Mark Evans sharing
his knowledge of weeds.

Landcare and Heritage Park — Volunteers Needed
Heritage Park is oune of the lesser known gems of
Mullumbimby and is located by the Mullumbimby Tennis
Courts on the banks of the Brunswick River. The park
was developed in the 80’s by some inspired local native
plant enthusiasts and ‘driven’ by the Maslens. They
transformed the once weedy river banks into a parkland
of local rainforest trees. The BVL Early Bird Group works
on two other Mullum town sites and is planning on
expanding to start up a regular working bee in heritage
Park. Weeding, bush regeneration and new plantings
are now required to maintain the park. A few dedicated
volunteers are already working to maintain pathways,
the shelter shed and picnic facilities but more assistance
is required. The Early Birds are looking for new
volunteers and meet on the first Wednewday of the
month, working from 7.30am - 9am. Contact Nina
Bishop 6684 1263.

BVL BOOKSHOP- A new service for
Landcarers and the community.

We now have signed copies for sale of the new
Red Book Rainforest trees and shrubs-A field guide
to their identification by Harden, McDonald and
Williams. Retailing for $50 it is available to BVL
members for $40,non —members $45. Other titles
include Subtropical Rainforest Restoration by the
Big Scrub Rainforest Landcare Group $27.50 and
Create More Butterflies by Lordon & Schwenke
$27.50. Contact Judy for more details.Check the
BVL website for other titles available.

Workshop Program

Next years workshop program wil start in Feb 2007.
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New Years Day Tree Planting at the
Electric Sunshine SuperDisco
As part of a new partnership for BVL there will be a tree
planting event at the Mullumbimby Rugby Leagues Foothall
Grounds as part of the Electric Sunshine Superdisco. BVL will
also be holding a stall at the festival. Tickets are needed.

The Return of the White-eared Monarch —by Rex Fisher

Threatened species recovery plans serve an
important role in listing vulnerable species; the processes
threatening them; and key remedial actions. They define the
work needed but actual results only come when a range of
people get their hands dirty as illustrated locally with the White-
eared Monarch. This bird is towards the southern end of its
range in our area and is threatened by weed invasion, clearing
and isolation of its rainforest habitats.

Recovery action requires the protection, restoration
and reconnection of habitats with creek line corridor
connections being important for any local migration. This is
exactly what is happening with the current projects to restore
high conservation value and riparian vegetation and the proof
is in the pudding at Blindmouth Rd. Mark Evans, who
conducted the recent BVL lantana control workshop there,
picked up the calls of this little pied bird and said that he often
hears them at other sites. | have seen them in 10 year old
rainforest regrowth in Billinudgel Nature Reserve, and at a
planting site in Brisbane so | suspect that they do respond well
to bush regeneration. One of the strategies that Mark and his
colleagues employ could be particularly important. Where
possible they clear lantana from the edges of existing
vegetation in order to promote outward regeneration eg
through birds dropping seeds, extra light and reduced
competition. If that includes the removal of lantana that has
crept up and over rainforest remnants | think it would also
favour the foraging behaviour of the Monarchs. They chase
insects in and around the outer edges of dense vegetation and
the climbing lantana would probably have prevented that.

A lot of the Monarch’s behaviour is unrecorded and
we actually saw one bird undertaking what may have been a
breeding or territorial display at that same site. Whilst perched
it rapidly spread its wings horizontally, held them like that for a
few seconds, and rapidly closed them again before repeating it
several times. There was also an immature bird amongst them
so the indications are that this is quite a significant site.

I think that this example also raises the importance of
ongoing monitoring of these sites, particularly in a relatively
small catchment like the Brunswick where we may better see
the linkages. This one short sighting has indicated various
possibilities and we have great opportunities to learn. | would
like to contact a few experts and landholders to see if we can
get some monitoring going and if anyone has anecdotes,
ideas, sites, processes, expertise etc please contact me on
66805850. | firmly believe that this example shows that the
right work, in the right place, conducted the right way can give
real results - and we may not even know how good those
results are.



