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Natural Resource and Environment ENEWS 
 for the Byron Region 

 
January 2012 

 
January 
31 Funding applications due for Clean Energy Futures Biodiversity (page 2) 
 
February 
8 Funding applications due for Carbon Farming Futures: Action on the Ground (page 2) 
9 Funding applications due for Caring for our Country (page 3) 
14 Funding applications due for Environmental Trust Bush Regeneration (Page 3) 
17 Funding applications due for Coles Junior Landcare Grants (page 4) 
17 North New Brighton Dunecare Group Workshop (details next newsletter) 
26 Regenerating subtropical swamp forest in Byron shire Workshop (page 5) 
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Green and Clean have been working in the 
dunes at Byron Bay for many years. These 
volunteers have fenced and planted the 
dunes and been involved in bush 
regeneration work to control weeds. Now 
there is a new threat to wildlife on the beach. 
Cane toads have been breeding in the 
lagoon at main beach. 
 
The lagoon has naturally regenerated with a 
variety of sedges and native grasses. The 
water in the lagoon is fed by storm water 
drains. It has provided habitat for many 
native birds including eight Pacific black 
ducklings, nesting plovers, purple swamp 
hens and lots of rainbow bee-eaters can be 
observed swooping over the water for 
insects. 
 
The cane toad tadpoles were first noticed in 
November by Byron Shire Council’s 
Environmental health officers whilst 
conducting water testing. Cane toad 
tadpoles can tolerate up to 15% seawater 
and at the time the lagoon was not being 
flushed by seawater.   
 
Most toad musters are conducted at night 
but morph toads are active during the day. 
So the Green and Clean Team had their 
muster during one of their usual working 
bees on the third Sunday of the month. The 
team collected over 1000 morph toads and 
tadpoles at their first muster .  Many of the volunteers will continue to check the lagoon.  Thanks to all 
the enthusiastic volunteers who helped out.    

 
 
 

For more information about the Green and Clean Awareness team:  http://www.greenclean.org.au/  
 

Photos: Miles Shorten 
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FUNDING 
 
Clean Energy Future Biodiversity Fund 
The Biodiversity Fund will invest around $946m over the next six years to help land managers store 
carbon, enhance biodiversity and build greater environmental resilience across the Australian landscape. 
To do this, it will fund eligible land managers for activities which restore, manage and better protect 
biodiversity on public and private land. It will also provide support to land managers who wish to take 
advantage of emerging opportunities in the new carbon market. The Biodiversity Fund will provide 
support to establishing new carbon stores or better managing carbon stores of existing native habitat.  
The Biodiversity Fund will invest in three main areas:  

·  Biodiverse plantings  
o Funding will help land managers expand native habitat on their property through planting 

mixed vegetation species appropriate to the region. This will help build landscape 
resilience and connectivity. 

·  Protecting and enhancing existing native vegetation  
o Funding will support land managers to protect, manage and enhance existing native 

vegetation in high conservation areas on their land for its carbon storage and biodiversity 
benefits. 

·  Managing threats to biodiversity  
o Funding will control the threat of invasive pests and weeds in a connected landscape.  

 
Website http://www.environment.gov.au/cleanenergyfuture/biodiversity-fund/index.html  
 
Applications Due: 31 January 2012  
 
 

 
Carbon Farming Futures: Action on the Ground  
 
Action on the Ground is a component of Carbon Farming Futures and will invest up to $99 million of 
grant funding over six years to assist individuals and groups of landholders and research, industry and 
farming organisations across Australia to trial and demonstrate on-farm ways of reducing agricultural 
greenhouse gas emissions and/or increasing and maintaining carbon stored in soil.  

Action on the Ground on-farm projects will create new opportunities for landholders and farmers to 
participate in the Carbon Farming Initiative (CFI) by trialling and demonstrating outcomes from research 
programs including, but not limited to, the Climate Change Research Program and the Filling the 
Research Gap program. Projects under Action on the Ground will ensure that research results can be 
practically applied on the ground in real farming situations. 

Action on the Ground is designed to enable on-farm trial and demonstration of practices and abatement 
technologies to reduce agricultural greenhouse gas emissions and/or increase 
carbon stored in soil. This will be achieved by supporting landholders, research, 
industry, non-government, government and farmer ‘care’ ‘grower’ 
groups/organisations come together to trial and demonstrate management 
practices and technologies on-farm that can reduce agricultural greenhouse gas 
emissions and/or increase carbon stored in soil. 

Website: www.daff.gov.au/climatechange/carbonfarmingfutures/action-on-the-ground.  
 
Applications due: Wednesday, 8 February 2012. 
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Caring for our Country: Open Call Funding  
The current business plan sets out the targets for investment in 2012-13 to ensure we stay on track to 
achieving the government's five-year Caring for our Country outcomes. 
 
Applications are invited through the open call investment process for projects over $20 000 (GST 
exclusive).  

The open call investment process is the principal way in which funding for projects can be sought under 
this business plan. It provides the opportunity for diverse groups and organisations to obtain funding. For 
example, applicants can submit open call applications to address targets related to Ramsar wetlands, 
the NRS, coastal community engagement and sustainable farm practices. Applicants should plan their 
projects to meet these Caring for our Country targets. 

The Government encourages groups and organisations to leverage matching funding from business and 
industry sectors for projects which directly contribute to Caring for our Country targets and outcomes. 

There is an increased focus in business and industry on issues such as climate change adaptation, 
supply chain and corporate social responsibility. This is an opportunity for them to achieve natural 
resource management outcomes—partnered and working with regional natural resource management 
organisations, local and state government agencies, non-government organisations, local community 
groups, research institutions and Indigenous organisations. There is no absolute requirement to develop 
new partnerships for applications under this business plan, unless the partnership is critical to the 
delivery of the project. 

Website:: http://www.nrm.gov.au/funding/opencall/index.html 
Applications close 9 February 2012. 
 

 

NSW Environmental Trust 
There are many components of Environmental Trust funding. At the moment Research grants are open 
and the new Environmental Restoration & Rehabilitation Community Bush Regeneration Large Project 
Stream Grants are open. General information is available online at:  
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/grants/envtrust.htm 

Environmental Restoration and Rehabilitation Community Bush Regeneration Large 
Project Stream Grants 

The aim of the Community Bush Regeneration Large Project Stream is to facilitate projects run by local 
community groups to undertake large, long term bush regeneration projects.   

This funding stream will fund local community groups (such as Landcare and Bushcare) over a period of 
six years for well designed larger scale projects where the groups can demonstrate their capacity to 
maintain the project and continue the regeneration subsequent to the funding period.  

It also aims to improve the capacity of communities and organisations to protect, restore and enhance 
the environment by strengthening local community organisations whose primary purpose is to undertake 
works in their local area. 

Website http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/grants/BushRegeneration.htm  
Applications Due: 14 February  2012  (Note this date has been extended) 
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FarmReady Reimbursement Grants  
Eligible participants are able to claim up to $1500 per financial year to attend FarmReady-registered 
courses, with additional funding available for associated reasonable travel, accommodation and 
childcare expenses. Registered courses focus on areas designed to equip primary producers with the 
tools to manage and adapt to the impacts of climate change. 
   
From 1 July 2011, the Program Guidelines have been amended to include a new Key Learning Area for 
agritourism and food tourism. The guidelines have also been amended to include a co-contribution 
requirement for primary producers to invest 35 per cent towards their training costs with FarmReady 
reimbursing the remaining 65 per cent up to a maximum of $1500 per person per financial year. 
Indigenous land managers are exempt from a co-contribution requirement.  
For more information about these changes please call the FarmReady Program Administrator on 1800 
087 670 or email admin@farmready.gov.au or view our Q&A. 
 
Website: http://www.farmready.gov.au/   

 

2012 Coles Junior Landcare School Garden Grant now open 

Since 2008 Coles has been providing School Garden Grants of up to $1,000 to schools and youth 
groups to help create gardens in their grounds or community, such as bush tucker gardens, water wise 
gardens or veggie gardens. 

These programs encourage students to learn about the environment through “outdoor learning” and 
interaction in developing their own school gardens. 

·  Round 1: Closes Friday 17th February, 5pm (EST) 
·  Round 2: Closes Friday 4th May, 5pm (EST) 
·  Round 3: Closes Friday 27th July, 5pm (EST) 

 

 
Brunswick Valley Landcare Small Grants 
Expressions of interest are invited from Brunswick Valley Landcare locality groups for funding to 
assist their group’s work. BVL has a total of $2000 to distribute to locality groups  
Applications may be up to $500. 
All expressions of interest must be received by 28 February 2012 
 
 Please answer the following questions in your expression of interest. 
  

Name of Locality Group: 
Location : 
Contact Person             Phone:              Email: 
Second contact:            Phone:              Email: 
Amount requested: 
Details on how the money will be used: (300 word max) 

  
Please post applications to 

Brunswick Valley Landcare     
PO Box 6       
Brunswick Heads 2483 
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WORKSHOP: Regenerating subtropical swamp forest in Byron shire  
A workshop looking at a unique and threatened ecological community in Left Bank Rd, Mullumbimby.  
 
DATE: Sunday 26th February 2012 from 4 pm. Refreshments including delicious cake provided. 
RSVP Jane Wickers email:  jane_wickers@ekit.com  
 
Walk around with Jane and Felicity, the owners of this property, hear their story and learn how they 
approached the successful regeneration of this swamp forest over the last 10 years. Once only a couple 
of remnant trees, this successful habitat planting is now diverse in flora and fauna. The project is 
inspiring and the workshop will be very informative for all types of people.  Jo Green will be discussing 
the plants used in the works and identifying any unknowns. Bush regenerators will be on hand to provide 
information on techniques and maintenance.  
 
Numbers limited so don’t miss out. 
 
This workshop is funded through the New South Wales Government’s Environmental Trust Program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WANTED: Indian myna trappers 
Especially in East Mullumbimby, Ewingsdale, Ocean Shores and the Pocket 
 
Indian Myna birds threaten our native wildlife. Trapping has proved to be a successful method in 
controlling local populations of mynas. The Tweed Byron Bush Futures project is supporting community 
involvement in urban invasive species control. Byron Shire Council has Indian Myna Traps available for 
the community to borrow.   
Contact: Wendy Gibney Phone: 66267028 Email: wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au 
 

The Bush Futures project has been funded by the   NSW Government through the Environmental Trust. 
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March 10, 2012 -Wollongbar Agricultural Institute, 9am-3pm, featuring a host of interesting exhibitors 
and a talk by Dr Maarten Stapper. Dr. Stapper is a farming systems agronomist whose main focus is 
helping farmers improve the profitability of their operations by harnessing the power of natural healthy 
soil processes.  

Maarten is conducting a roadshow for North Coast Regional Landcare Network through the Northern 
RIvers the week following and will be back at Wollongbar the following Saturday, March 17.  The tour 
is with support from a Community Action Grant from Caring for our Country 

 

 

http://www.soilcare.org/index.htm 
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Youth Permaculture Challenge  
Phoebe Lines, BOS (Being Of Service) Team for The Permaculture Challenge. 
In November last year, a group of 41 teenagers from our local shire were given the opportunity to take 
part in the inaugural Permaculture Challenge. Launched by the Mullumbimby Community Gardens, this 
ground breaking program aims to inspire and empower a new generation of young people to reconnect 
with the power of nature and the shared vision of our sustainable future through the design principles of 
Permaculture. 
 
The Challenge is made up of four key components. 
Beginning with a compelling and challenging two day 
journey of wilderness immersion, This dynamic group 
of young people then spent time learning the 
principles of Permaculture in a hands-on 
environment while working towards a Statement of 
Attainment covering units from the Certificate II in 
Permaculture. 
 
The next phase involves a high energy 
transformation of   two high-profile community sites. 
This year  the Shara Community Gardens and The 
Byron Youth Service centre were transformed by a Permablitz designed to not only utilise the group’s 
newly learned skills, but serve as a permanent community reminder of the power of youth learning in 
action and provide ongoing nourishing, organic, healthy food for the community. The Permaculture 
Challenge culminates with the fi nal phase of a graduation ceremony, leaving the community inspired, 
uplifted and ready to get gardening as they celebrate the emergence of a new generation of 
environmental leaders in our community.  
 
The Challenge was facilitated by two of the Shire’s most inspiring Permaculture teachers, Andrew Carter 
and Andrew Sansom. These two core facilitators were assisted by a dedicated team of volunteers 
“Amigos”, who managed the practical hands-on deliverance of the program with enthusiasm and 
creativity. 
 
Not only is the Challenge helping to create a new generation of inspired young environmentalists and 
food growers in one of the fastest growing industries in the country, but it supports the development of 
each of these young people into a whole, and centred human being, building the vision of our 
sustainable future through the strength of our community and inter-generational relationships. This is 
evident in the inspiring and pro-active response of the young people to The Permaculture Challenge. 
They have created The Byron Bay Permaculture Team to continue their own youth run community based 
projects for sustainability, which the Permaculture Challenge Team encourage the community to get 
involved with and encourage such fantastic youth initiative. 
 
Sarah-jane Potts, founder of The Permaculture Challenge, said that the program was a huge success for 
all involved. “I’m inspired that the 41 teenagers who took The Challenge have come through the program 
as empowered and engaged young people, motivated by a new understanding of what’s possible. “ 
The Permaculture Challenge is a practical, inspiring, and hands-on incubator for apro-active, creative 
and engaged youth culture in our community. With such a fantastic response from the participants, and 
the community, The Permaculture Team would like to see The Challenge to be run on a national level, 
aiming for the strength of the grassroots connection with 
young people and their communities that we had here in 
Byron Shire. 
 
For more information on The Permaculture Challenge, like 
us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/PermacultureChallenge, or visit 
www.permaculturechallenge.org, and look out for updates 
and footage as the Challenge unfolds again in the coming 
year. 
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NRCMA Catchment Action Plan - Survey  
The Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority (NRCMA) has commenced planning for a new 
Catchment Action Plan for the Northern Rivers region - a strategic, whole of government, whole of 
community plan that will span 2012-22. The new plan will replace the existing CAP and continue to guide 
investment for regional natural resource management (NRM) activities. The review process is an 
important opportunity for the community to help set Natural Resource Management priorities for the 
future. 
 
To provide people with opportunities throughout the CAP upgrade process we currently have two 
surveys available to the public, at our new CAP engagement website at 
http://yoursay.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au/  
 
Hard copies of the surveys will also be available at each of the CMA offices, and with Community 
Support Officers and Aboriginal Extension Project Officers throughout the region. (Contact 
Wendy Gibney for Byron Shire 02 6626 7028) 
 

� � � � � �

�

Update on NRCMA Incentive Grants 
The Northern Rivers CMA is pleased to announce that 72 Small and Major Projects have been 
successful in this years Incentive Program. The projects will support a range of natural resource 
management (NRM) activities across the catchment. To be successful this year, projects needed to be 
exceptional across all assessment criteria. To view the list of successful projects go to 
http://www.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au/.  
Also 17 Natural Resource Management (NRM) Plans will be delivered through this year’s Incentive 
Program.  Not only will the Plans identify and describe the natural resource values of many sites, they 
will guide future on ground NRM works. To view the list of successful plans go to 
http://www.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au/  

 
Thank you to those that contributed comments to the evaluation of the Incentive Program. Here are 
some statistics about the applications and rate of success.  

·    265 applications were received for funds totalling $3.7 M  
·    201 Small and Major Project applications  
·    64 Plan Development applications  
·    72 projects funded in total (49 Small, 23 Major)  
·    17 Plans funded  
·    probability of getting an eligible* small or major project funded stands at 43%  
·    probability of an eligible plan development application funded stands at 29%  
·    80% of successful Small and Major Project applicants have been engaged with us prior.  
·    Only four applicants missed out repeatedly (unsuccessful) in both 2010/11 and in 2011/12  

                                                        *Not all of the 201 applications were eligible e.g. incomplete applications 
 
Unsuccessful this year? 
For those that have been unsuccessful, please do not be discouraged from pursuing future funding. 
There are many opportunities to apply for implementation funds. For further information about the 
Incentive Program and when it may be offered again contact, Melinda Fletcher, Incentives Officer, 
Alstonville office, phone 6627 0170 or email Melinda.Fletcher@cma.nsw.gov.au 
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WEED ALERT: Miconia calvescens 
 

  
  
Miconia (Miconia calvescens) is a small tree which grows up to 15 metres tall. The species is a 
significant threat to our rainforests as it has the ability to form a monoculture, providing complete canopy 
closure and dense shade.  Its leaves are 60-70cm long (up to 1 metre), dark green with three distinct 
parallel veins on the upper surface and distinctly purple-blue below. Young stems and leaves have 
velvety hairs. Flowers are numerous, sweet-scented, white to pink in colour, and very short-lived (12-24 
hours after opening). The dark purple fruits are about 1 cm in diameter, sweet-tasting, and very attractive 
to birds. Each fruit contains 50-200 seeds. Seeds are tiny, about 0.5 mm in diameter. 
 
Birds also are attracted to the tree for its fruit and can spread seed large distances from the parent tree. 
In 2008 Far North Coast Weeds (FNCW) staff, with assistance from the public, discovered a single 
miconia plant growing in scrub at Tomewin. Further inspection found two seedlings and a short distance 
away, the parent plant, near a house in a garden. 
 
As a result of these finds, in 2010 an intensive investigation of the area was undertaken, locating two 
more sites, one at Burringbar and another at North Tumbulgum. All plants have been eradicated, but 
FNCW is on alert to the possibility that they were not the only ones. 
 
If you find this weed, please help to prevent its further spread by contacting Far North Coast 
Weeds on (02) 6623 3833. 

 

 

 

New fireweed management guide 
As part of the Fireweed Control Research project, the University of New England 
has just published online a free management guide for fireweed. The guide, 
‘Fireweed: A Best Practice Management Guide for Australian Landholders’, is 
available at the following address: 
http://www.ruralfutures.une.edu.au/fireweed/resources/Fireweed_BPM_Guide.pdf 
 
This first edition guide is designed to complement existing technical publications 
on fireweed produced by state governments and councils. A revised and updated 
edition will be printed for distribution to landholders at the completion of this 
project in mid-2012. 
 
We welcome your opinion on the content of this guide. Please email your 
suggestions to Brian Sindel (bsindel@une.edu.au) or Michael Coleman (mcolema8@une.edu.au). 
 
Other resources and information about the project are available on the project web pages: 
 http://www.ruralfutures.une.edu.au/fireweed/fireweed.htm 



 9 

LINKS 
Landcare and Dunecare Groups 
·  Bangalow River and Landcare http://www.bangalowlandcare.org.au/ 
·  Big Scrub Landcare https://www.bigscrubrainforest.org.au/ 
·  Brunswick Valley Landcare http://www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/newsletter.html 
·  Byron Shire Chemical Free Landcare Group http://youtu.be/OF4mEgu4vmw 
·  Ewingsdale Locality Group (BVL) http://ewingsdale.org.au/#/landcare/4532495308 
·  Green and Clean Awareness Team www.greenclean.org.au/ 
·  Mullumbimby Community Gardens http://mullumcommunitygarden.wordpress.com/ 
·  Soilcare http://www.soilcare.org/index.htm 
·  Tweed Landcare http://www.tweedlandcare.org.au/TLI%20Newsletter%20March09.pdf 
·  Wilson’s Creek Huonbrook Landcare http://wilsonscreeklandcare.mullum.com.au/ 
 
Other links 
·  Border Rangers  Great Eastern Ranges http://www.greateasternranges.org.au/border-

ranges/overview/overview  
·  Bush Futures http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/BushFutures/default.aspx 
·  Byron Community College http://www.byroncollege.org.au/ 
·  Byron Shire Council. sustainability@byron.nsw.gov.au 
·  EnviTE  www.envite.org.au  
·  Far North Coast Weeds  http://fncw.nsw.gov.au/  
·  Livestock Health and Pest Authority LHPA http://www.lhpa.org.au/ 
·  Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority http://www.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au/  
·  Rainforest Rescue http://www.rainforestrescue.org.au/index.html 
 
 
 
This ENEWS is funded by the Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority (NRCMA) Community 
Support Project delivered through Brunswick Valley Landcare and supported by Byron Shire Council.   
 
For further information about participating in local Landcare, NRCMA programs or other issues relating 
to natural resource management in the Byron Shire area, please contact: Wendy Gibney Community 
Support Officer (Byron) 6626 7028 (Wednesdays and Thursdays) Email: 
wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Contributions for newsletters welcome from all groups: 
Please email: wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au’ 

 


