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          February 2010 
February   
21 Laurel Avenue locality group training workshop  
24 Cane Toad Muster – Brunswick Heads 
27 How weeds affect biodiversity -  BVL workshop 
 
March 
1 Sustainable Streets applications due 
2 Tweed Landcare Water watch course - Burringbar 
5  Junior Landcare Grants First round of applications due. 
7  Clean up Australia Day 
14 – 20 Autumn water bug surveys 
17  Cane Toad Muster - Mullumbimby 
27   Living with wildlife peri urban issues: protecting our local biodiversity- BVL workshop  
 
April 
15 Caring for our Country applications due 
 
 
BVL WORKSHOPS 

All workshops include afternoon tea and are free for members of a landcare group or $5 for non-

members. Bookings essential: Contact BVL Project Officer: Judy MacDonald – 6684 5390 (Wed & 

Thurs) email: judymac@aapt.net.au 

'Weeds and biodiversity'   

February Saturday 27  1.30-4.30pm   

Learn how environmental weeds are impacting on our local 

wildlife and native plants. Also learn what you can do to help 

managed environmental weeds. Trainer: Mark Evans 

 

‘Living with wildlife periurban issues: protecting our local 

biodiversity'   

March Saturday 1.30- 4.30pm 

Many native animals inhabit our urban areas. Come along to find 

out about our native fauna and how you can create a safe habitat 

for them. Trainer: Brendan Taylor 

‘This program has been assisted by the New South Wales Government through 
its Environmental Trust’. 

 

 

 

Photo Cosmo MacDonald
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Myna trapping suc c ess in Mullumbimby 

Dave Rawlins 

Over the last few weeks landcare members have been trapping Indian 

mynas at the Mullumbimby Golf course. On the golf course there is a 

tree where the mynas roost. We estimate there are about 40 or so birds 

in this flock. So far we have caught 10 and will continue trapping. We 

have also given a trap to the adjoining cane farm where the owners are 

now trapping.  

Trapping the birds is a relatively easy process and it takes only about 10 minutes a day to check the 

trap and feed the decoy birds. The decoy birds are placed in the trap to attract other Indian mynas. 

There is also a large flock of mynas which roost in Mullumbimby near New City Road.  

We are looking for people around the Mullumbimby area to operate a trap to assist us in the control 

program. We will bring everything that is needed, install a trap and train people how they are to be 

used. Caught birds can be dropped off at the Mullumbimby vet to be euthanised or if they prefer 

trappers can be trained how to humanely kill the mynas themselves. 

To be involved contact Dave Rawlins, daverawlins75@gmail.com, 66843925 
 

Or phone the Myna Hotline 02 66702778 

�
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Caring for our Country is an Australian Government initiative that seeks 

to achieve an environment that is healthy, better protected, well 

managed and resilient, and provides essential ecosystem services in a 

changing climate. 

The current business plan sets out the targets for investment in 2010-

11 and following years to ensure we stay on track to achieving the 

government's five-year Caring for our Country outcomes. The business 

plan provides guidance to potential applicants on the types of proposals 

which the Australian Government is seeking to fund to address these 

targets.  

Applications For the majority of proposals an open call online application form will need to be 

completed. Further details and the online application form are available from the Caring for our 

Country website at www.nrm.gov.au  or call 1 800 552 008.  Applications close on 15 April 2010 
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Brunswick Valley Nature Festival & ‘Visions of the Valley’ Photo competition 
 
The Brunswick Valley Nature festival and photo competition are held every second year.  If you would 
like to contribute to the organisation of this year’s festival please contact Wendy Gibney or Judy 
MacDonald  
 

The next meeting will be 
Thursday 11 February 

1pm - 2 pm 
at 

Byron Shire Council Offices in Mullumbimby.  
 

 

Clean up Austra lia Day 

Sunday 7 Marc h 2010 
If you would like to get involved in an event in Mullumbimby 
please contact  
Belle Arnold 6685 9341 or email belle.arnold@byron.nsw.gov.au 
 
 
“Every year, from Perth to Penrith, hundreds of thousands 

of Australians get stuck in and Clean Up their local 
environment by collecting and removing rubbish on Clean 

Up Australia Day.  This year we are celebrating our 20th 
anniversary and we hope to make it the biggest community 

event to date!” http://www.cleanup.org.au/au/  
 
 

 Cane Toads Musters 
The Byron Shire Council’s “Getting a Grip on Cane Toads” project continues this 

season.  For more information contact  Wendy Gibney Environmental Project 

Officer (Cane Toad Control) Byron Shire Council 02 6626 7028 (Wednesday) 

wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au . 

National Parks Discovery ranger Brendan Taylor will be giving talks about frogs 

and toads before each muster  

Dates 
 Brunswick Heads Wednesday 24 February  
 Mullumbimby 17 March 

What to Bring 
 Please wear a long sleeved shirt, long pants and covered shoes 
 If possible also bring along a torch, gloves and deep bucket or bucket with a lid. 
 Children must be accompanied by an adult  

 
Byron Shire Council’s “Getting a Grip on Cane Toads” project is funded by the NSW Government's 

Environmental Trust Community Education program. 
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Wendy Neilan and Kelvin Daley 

Second BVL Mentorship Program commences 
Judy MacDonald 

The second round Brunswick Valley Landcare mentorship program has commenced with five 

landowners, who manage vegetation identified as High Conservation Value, selected to participate.  

 

Nine applications were received in response to 

adverts in The Echo and the BVL Newsletter. 

This program is a component of Brunswick 

Valley Landcare's Protecting biodiversity in a 

coastal development hot spot' project, funded 

by the  NSW Government's Environmental 

Trust's Education program.   

 

Byron Shire Council’s Biodiversity Extension 

Officer, Wendy Neilan  recently visited the 

landowners along with the BVL Project Officer, 

Judy MacDonald and provided mapping and 

species information and advice on site-specific 

management issues. Local bush regenerator Sandra Rubbo was engaged in last year's program to 

provide the on-site training component. This year Sandra will assist the new landholders from Middle 

Pocket, Montecollum, Myocum, Upper Main Arm and Mullumbimby. Participants also received a free 

vegetation restoration’ manual and advice on further funding possibilities. One of the landholders is 

now also involved in the NRCMA Priority Action Statement Implementation project that focuses on 

threatened species management.  

 

The extra assistance generously provided by Byron Shire Council and Wendy Neilan has considerably 

enhanced the value of the program.  

 

The final round of this mentorship program will be advertised in September this year. 

 
‘This program has been assisted by the New South Wales Government through its Environmental 
Trust’ and supported by Byron Shire Council. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Funding success for BVL  
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-$20,000 from the Australian Government's Community Action Grants program  

Judy MacDonald 

Brunswick Valley Landcare will receive $20,000 to implement the project: ‘Bio-diversity, threatened 

species and corridor management in the Brunswick catchment’. On January 7, the Federal Minister for 

Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, Tony Burke announced that 300 community groups would receive 

almost $5 million to implement 299 projects. Six hundred and seventy five applications were received. 

Compared to previous funding Brunswick Valley Landcare has received, this will be a rather small 

project. Gone are the days of receiving $50 k maximum a project through the old Envirofund that had 

more open project criteria and was available to small landholders as well as community groups. 

Community Action Grant funding applications were capped at $20k and had to meet specific outcomes 

in the Caring for County Business Plan.  

Four sites are to be chosen that will fit the project criteria: adjacent to a national reserve and /or with 

threatened species and/or in corridors. These sites will have planned on ground works to remove 

lantana and weeds impacting on threatened species habitat and biodiversity values. Landowners will 

work with the bush regenerators where possible and a one to one mentorship program will be 

established to train landholders on-site on sustainable and environmental land management practices. 

Funding is also available for the planting of 600 trees to strengthen wildlife corridors. Brunswick Valley 

Landcare will also organise a community workshop on threatened species management. All project 

works need to be completed by June 30, 2011. 

If you think your site may fit the project criteria please contact Judy to lodge an Expression of Interest 

Brunswick Valley Landcare is establishing a selection panel to assess the EOIs and choose 

participating sites.   

Judy MacDonald – 6684 5390 (Wed & Thurs) email: judymac@aapt.net.au 
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Bitou Bush a coastal WON photo Byron Shire Council 

What are WONS? 

WONS stands for Weeds of National Significance. State and Territory governments worked with the 
Australian Government to identify these weeds. Twenty species of weeds have been identified as 
Weeds of National Significance (see the table below). 

Individual landowners and managers are ultimately 
responsible for managing WONS but State and 
Territory governments are responsible for overall 
legislation and administration. 

Each WONS has a plan that outlines strategies and 
actions required to control the weed, and identifies 
responsibilities for each action. 

For more information about WONS got to: 
http://www.weeds.gov.au/weeds/lists/wons.html  
http://www.weeds.org.au/natsig.htm  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 1 WEEDS OF NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 
 

Common Name Scientific Name 
Alligator weed Alternanthera philoxeroides 

Athel pine Tamarix aphylla 

Bitou bush / boneseed Chrysanthemoides monilifera 

blackberry Rubus fruticosus agg. 

bridal creeper Asparagus asparagoides 

cabomba Cabomba caroliniana 

Chilean needle grass Nassella neesiana 

Gorse Ulex europaeus 

Hymenachne Hymenachne amplexicaulis 

Lantana Lantana camara 

Mesquite Prosopis spp. 

Mimosa Mimosa pigra 

Parkinsonia Parkinsonia aculeata 

Parthenium weed Parthenium hysterophorus 

Pond apple Annona glabra 

Prickly acacia Acacia nilotica ssp. indica 

Rubber vine Cryptostegia grandiflora 

Salvinia Salvinia molesta 

Serrated tussock Nassella trichotoma 

Willows except weeping 
willows, pussy willow and 
sterile pussy willow 

Salix spp. except S. babylonica, S. X 
calodendron and S. X reichardtiji 
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Byron Region Community College  
-Living & Working Sustainably Courses February – March 2010 
 
For details including costs or how to book see our new website www.byroncollege.org.au or ring 

66843374 or pick up a copy of our Term 1 brochure. All courses are low cost and very good value. 

Bookings commence Monday January 18th  - book soon, some courses fill quickly. 

 

New Courses for Term 1:  
 

·  Water for Life with Rob Crosby Friday, 26th February 
·  Waste Minimisation is for Everyone with Maria Castillo Thursday, 18th February  
·  Tangle of Life with Mary Gardner 6 Fridays, 19th February to 26th March  
·  Sustainable House and Garden Tour with Nina Bishop Wednesday, 24th March  
·  Solar Works with Rob Crosby Friday, 19th March  
·  Growing and Using Perennial Vegetables with Sharon Gibson Wednesday, 17th March  
·  Green Painters - Using Natural Paints with Daniel Wurm Sat, 13th March 
·  Bush Regeneration - A Different Approach with Rosie Tongmar Saturday, 13th March  
·  Straw bale Gardening with Sharon Gibson Wednesday, 10th March 

 
Repeats of popular short courses from 2009: 
 

·  Introduction to Biodynamics - Kaye Groves  Wednesday, 17th February 
·  Introduction to Permaculture - Andrew Carter  Friday, 19th February 
·  Anticipate the Shift - Visit a Household in Transition - Rob Crosby Friday, 19th February  
·  Backyard Food Growing - Challenges Successes in Our Climate - Gayle Russell Friday, 26th 

February  
·  Chooks In Your Backyard - Gayle Russell  Friday, 19th March Sat, 20th February 
·  Native Butterflies - Kathy Vail  Sunday, 28th February 
·  Sustainable Living - Tour an Intentional Community - Ray Flanagan Tuesday, 23rd March  
·  Water Discovery Tour - Barbara Jensen Wednesday, 3rd March 
·  Rous Water, in conjunction with the Widjabul Elders invites you on a guided bus tour of your 

regional water supply system. Cost $10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Landcare Grants Program 

Through the Junior Landcare Grants Program, any school or organisation that would like to involve 

their students in landcare projects, in conjunction with local landcare groups, can apply for grants to 

assist them with the cost of their projects. website www.juniorlandcare.com.au. 

2010 Closing Dates  Round 1:   5pm Friday 5th March  

             Round 2:   5pm Friday 14th May  

           Round 3:   5pm Friday 6th August  
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New sustainable streets sought! 
 
Byron Shire Council is searching for new streets to join the Sustainable Streets program.  
 

The Sustainable Street program is a Byron and Tweed Shire 
Council joint initiative which encourages residents in the same 
locality to come together and identify practical ways to reduce 
their environmental footprint.   
 
Byron Shire Sustainability Officer, Graeme Williams said the 
program offers residents practical ways to restore local 
biodiversity, improve household water and energy efficiency, as 
well as organic gardening and ethical shopping workshops. 
 
“Other benefits include the social aspect of getting to know your 
neighbour which is often lost in our busy day-to-day lives.” 
 
Byron Shire currently has two streets in Mullumbimby, New City 
Road and Stuart Street already participating in the program. 

 
Program Officer, Nina Bishop said feedback from streets currently involved in the program has 
included real estate agents using the Sustainable Streets program as a positive benefit for house 
listings. 
 
“It’s also a great program that encourages neighbours to swap produce over the back fence and share 
knowledge and skills for a cleaner environment,” she said. 
 
The program consists of regular neighbourhood gatherings and sustainability education workshops on 
topics ranging from local food production and biodiversity to energy efficiency and green cleaning. A 
series of informative fact sheets, eco-living challenges and some great prizes will be available to assist 
participating residents in their journey towards sustainability. 
 
Applications close on Monday 1 March and can be downloaded from Byron Shire Council’s web 
www.byron.nsw.gov.au/sustainable-streets. 
 
The Sustainable Streets program is funded by the Tweed-Byron Urban Bush Futures grant - a local 
government partnership under the NSW Government Urban Sustainability Program. 

What Commitment Is Required? 

1. More than 10 households in the same neighbourhood agreeing to participate in a minimum 
of 5 weekend workshops (approx 1 ½ hours each) 

2. A local coordinator (e.g. the person submitting the application form) 

3. Ideas from participants on how to make environmental improvements in the street 

4. Submit an application form before 1 March 2010. 

 

What Does Council Provide? 

1. Street signage to demonstrate that the area is making the transition to more sustainable 
lifestyles. 

2. 5 workshops with guest speakers covering a range of sustainability topics 

3. Street resources (e.g. fruit trees for the nature strip, stormwater messages for gutters) 

4. Household resource kits (e.g. resource folder, fact sheets, eco-gadgets) 
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Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority Update 
 
Best Prac tic e Marine User Survey  

The Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority supports the sustainable use of our local 

marine environment. The Authority has engaged Tierra Mar Consulting to assist in gaining a better 

understanding of how users currently manage their impacts on estuarine and marine environments 

and what can be done to support these efforts. This project follows on from the work undertaken by 

the Department of Primary Industries in 2008/09. 

 

To assist us in this project we would like interested marine users to undertake a short online survey to 

help understand what individuals, groups, organisations and industry is doing in terms of 

environmental best practice. It should take no more than 10-15 minutes to complete and is available 

from https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GSWCCR8 or by contacting Anissa Lawrence, TierraMar 

Consulting on Mob. 0419 903 800 or email anissa@tierramarconsulting.com .   Information collected 

will be collated into a summary report provided to the Northern Rivers CMA. No individual, 

organisation or group will be identified in association with 

specific issues or activities.  The survey closes 28 February 

2009. Your input is greatly appreciated. 

 

Waterwatch Training 

Waterwatch is a national community water quality monitoring program 
that engages communities in the planning, monitoring and management 
of natural resources. The program promotes environmental awareness 
and action by encouraging everyone to play a role in keeping our 
waterways clean and healthy. 
 

The Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority provides training and equipment to assist 
community groups and schools who wish to be involved in the program. 
 
The Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority and Tweed Shire Council are holding the 
Training Day to support Landcare, community and neighbourhood groups in using the Waterwatch Kit 
in their local area.  
Date: Tuesday 2

nd 
March  

Time: 9am til 3pm  
Where: Burringbar Hall, Burringbar village  
Morning tea provided; byo lunch  
To register and for information contact Claire Masters (02) 6670 2199 or csotweed@tweed.nsw.gov.au  
 
There are two water watch kits available for volunteers in the Brunswick Catchment. If you or your 
community group is interested in learning how to use the water watch kits to test water quality of your 
local river stream or estuary please contact Wendy Gibney to arrange a training day. 6626 7028 
(Thursdays and Fridays).  
 
 
 
 
 



 10 

For more information: www.nationallandcareforum.com.au 
 

or email: landcare@daff.gov.au 
 

Laurel Avenue training day 

A new locality group is being formed to care for the land on the hill behind Laurel Ave in Mullumbimby. 
The local residents from Laurel Avenue would like to protect this area by reducing the impact of weeds 
and encouraging the natural regeneration on the site. 
 
On Sunday 21 February a bush regenerator will attend the new group’s working bee to help identify 
the plant species on site. The landcarers  will also be trained in a variety of methods to control the 
environmental weeds on site. 
 
If you are interested in attending please contact Wendy Gibney 6626 7028 
If you live in the neighbourhood and would like to join this group please contact Jim Smith 6684 2598 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contacts for Brunswick Valley Landcare 
 
Postal Address PO Box 6, Brunswick Heads, 2483 
 
Secretary Madeline Green madeleinegreen@linknet.com.au 
 
Project officer: Judy MacDonald – 6684 5390 Wed & Thurs or judymac@aapt.net.au 
 
Website: www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au 
 

 
 

 
Community Support Officer 
For further information about participating in local Landcare, NRCMA programs or other issues relating to natural 
resource management in the Byron Shire area, please contact:  
Wendy Gibney  
Community Support Officer (Byron) 
6626 7028 (Thursdays and Fridays)  
Email: wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au  


