Natural Resource and Environment ENEWS

for the Byron Region
January 2010

January

18 Indigenous artefacts and bush tucker Victoria Park -National Parks (see attached flyer)
19 Nightcap Water Walk - National Parks (see attached flyer)

21 Forests need fruit bats - National Parks (see attached flyer)

22 Closing date for NRCMA - Expressions of Interest for Small Scale Coastal Projects
February

3 Cane Toad Muster — Suffolk Park

21 Laurel Avenue locality group training workshop - BVL Workshop

24 Cane Toad Muster — Brunswick Heads

27 Weeds and biodiversity - BVL Workshop

March

5 Junior Landcare Grants First round of applications due.

17 Cane Toad Muster - Mullumbimby

27 Living with wildlife peri urban issues: protecting our local biodiversity- BVL workshop
April

15 Caring for our Country applications due

Caring for our Country is an Australian Government initiative that seeks

to achieve an environment that is healthy, better protected, well

managed and resilient, and provides essential ecosystem services in a

] ., | CARmG
changing climate. i | ﬁ:ﬂw
The current business plan sets out the targets for investment in 2010- —
Business Plan
11 and following years to ensure we stay on track to achieving the ot

government's five-year Caring for our Country outcomes.

The business plan provides guidance to potential applicants on the

types of proposals which the Australian Government is seeking to fund

to address these targets.

Applications

For the majority of proposals an open call online application form will need to be completed. Further
details and the online application form are available from the Caring for our Country website at
www.nrm.gov.au or call 1 800 552 008. Applications close on 15 April 2010
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Other funding opportunities
NRCMA Small Scale Coastal Projects

Expressions of Interest between $5 000 and $20 000 are invited form coastal community groups. For
further information contact the Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority 02 6642 0622 or

Web: http://www.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au/funding/apply.php
“\—' Northern Rivers

Submissions due 4pm 22 January 2010.

C M ACATCHMENT MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry - Farm Ready Reimbursement Grants

For primary producers and Indigenous land managers to attend approved training courses aimed at
improving their capacity to adapt to climate change and increase self reliance and preparedness.
For courses completed prior to 30 May 2012 Website: www.farmready.gov.au

Department of Environment, Water, Heritage & the Arts
Water for the Future funding. This includes both the National Rainwater (due 31 March 2014) &
Grey water Initiative (closing date 31 January 2010) wwv.environment.gov.auwater/programs/index.html

Living Greener initiative A range of opportunities are available. These include assistance for

ceiling insulation, solar hot water and rainwater & grey water usage. www.livinggreener.gov.au

The Indigenous Heritage Program - Australian Government This program supports the
identification, conservation and promotion (where appropriate) of Indigenous Heritage. Closing

date is 5 Feb 2010. www.environment.gov.au/heritage/programs/ihp/index.html

Junior Landcare Grants Program
Through the Junior Landcare Grants Program, any school or organisation that would like to involve
their students in landcare projects, in conjunction with local landcare groups, can apply for grants to
assist them with the cost of their projects. website www.juniorlandcare.com.au.
2010 Closing Dates Round 1: 5pm Friday 5th March

Round 2: 5pm Friday 14th May

Round 3: 5pm Friday 6th August

LANDCARE

More Grants & Funding websites

E Caring for our Country funding http://www.nrm.gov.au/index.html

Grantslink www.grantslink.gov.au/

DAFF grants & assistance www.daffa.gov.au/about/grants_and assistance

DEWHA grants & funding www.environment.gov.au/about/programs/index.html

FRRR grants www.frrr.org.au/currentprojects.asp

January 2010 2




™y ';)%B P T4 d
PR runswick galley Jandcare
N

BVL WORKSHOPS

Everyone is welcome to attend these workshops. Afternoon tea provided. Workshops are free for

— ) %
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members of any Landcare group and $5 for others. Bookings essential: contact Judy MacDonald,

BVL Project Officer on 6684 5390 (Wednesdays & Thursdays)

February Saturday 27 ‘How Weeds affect biodiversity’ with Mark Evans. Some of our
environmental weeds are having a severe impact on native fauna and flora. If the Richmond Bird Wing
butterfly accidentally lays is eggs on the exotic Dutchmans Pipe Vine instead of the native and similar
looking Birdwing vine, the caterpillars cannot feed and subsequently die. The commonly called Velcro
weed or silver desmodium is so sticky that small animals have died attached to the plant. This
workshop will teach you about the effects that environmental weeds are having on biodiversity.

March Saturday 27 1.30-4.30pm 'Living with wildlife peri urban issues: protecting our local
biodiversity' with Brendan Taylor
April Thursday 29, 9:15 am — 1:15 pm Train the Trainer
May Sustainable Farming Tour
June 6 Brunswick Valley Nature Festival and ‘Visions of the Valley’ Photo competition. Thank
you to everyone who has already volunteered to help with the festival. If you would like to help out with
the organisation of the 2010 event or volunteer in some way please contact Wendy Gibney

wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au or 66267028.

Please note: There was a misprint in the last edition of the ENEWS. The Brunswick Valley
Nature Festival will be on the 6th of JUNE Not JULY

Environmental
TRUST

BVL workshops are funded by the
NSW Government's Environmental Trust Community Education program.

On site training for new BVL locality group

On Sunday 21 February Mark Evans be training this new group in plant identification and weed
control techniques. The landcarers will also be trained in a variety of methods to control the
environmental weeds on site. If you are interested in attending please contact Wendy Gibney 6626
7028 or if you live in the neighbourhood and would like to join this group please contact Jim Smith
6684 2598
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Caring for our Country ‘COMMUNITY ACTION GRANTS’

Almost 300 community groups across the country will receive Caring for our

Country funding of between $5000 and $20,000 to help them take action to CARING

FOR
OUR
COUNTRY

protect the Australian landscape.

Congratulations to the local groups who were successful with their Caring for

our Country Community Action Grants, Brunswick Valley Landcare’s project

‘Bio-diversity, threatened species and corridor management in the Brunswick catchment’ will
receive $ 20 000. Rainforest Rescue and Madhima Gulgan are two other local groups who were

successful with their funding applications.

Australian Seabird Rescue — Tours of Ballina Rehabilitation Facility
26 Dec 2009 26 January 2010 daily from 10:00am

From Boxing Day to Australia Day, Australian Seabird Rescue's central rehabilitation and
education facility in Ballina opens its doors to the public during for guided tours. The tours run daily
at 10 am and include a talk about ASR projects and a tour of the sea turtle hospital.

ASR is a not for profit environmental organisation, A donation of $5 for adults and $2 for children is
greatly appreciated. The facility is located at 264 North Creek Road, Ballina. Phone 02 6686 2852
during AEDT business hours for more details.

National Parks Discovery Walk Talks and Tours

Many of these tours were listed on the front page. The programme covers
a wide range of activities at many different and interesting locations, for
example: Frogs in the Nightcap, Rock pool Ramble at Cape Byron,
Snorkelling at Julian rocks, canoeing trips and workshops on cultural

heritage in our region. The workshops are graded as some require a higher
level of fitness than others.

The costs for most activities are: $8 Adults $6 Children $25 Family
For more information go to

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/NationalParks/Tours.aspx?region=Northern-Rivers#tours
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The Byron Shire Council’s “Getting a Grip on Cane Toads” project continues this season. If you
are keen to be part of a muster and if your landcare or community group would like to assist in
hosting a muster please contact: Wendy Gibney Environmental Project Officer (Cane Toad
Control) Byron Shire Council 02 6626 7028 (Wednesday) wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au .

Come along to the Muster to learn about: The native frogs of the area, the impact of Cane Toads
How to identify Cane Toads What you can do to help native frogs How to safely catch Cane Toads
Dates

>{%e Suffolk Park Wednesday 3" February 7:00pm — 9:00pm
>{)e Brunswick Heads Wednesday 24 February
>{)e Mullumbimby 17 March

What to Bring

3¢ Please wear a long sleeved shirt, long pants and covered shoes
3¢ If possible also bring along a torch, gloves and deep bucket or bucket with a lid.
3¢ Children must be accompanied by an adult

Byron Shire Council’'s “Getting a Grip on Cane Toads” project is funded by the NSW Government's

Environmental Trust Community Education program.

Informal outdoor education facility

As part of the development of the new Brunswick Valley Sewage
Treatment Plant at Vallances Rd Mullumbimby Council has been
undertaking extensive riparian restoration within 35 hectares of
riparian zones along 2.5kms of Brunswick river front and another
2kms of unnamed streams. As part of the project Council has
included an informal outdoor education facility for groups, it's not the
West Byron Wetlands interpretive centre but it's a great place to meet
on the banks of our Brunswick River!

The facility (see attached) is located close to a variety of rehabilitation techniques such as riparian
revegetation, stream bank stabilisation and tidal reintroduction and vegetation associations such as

mangrove forest, salt marsh and floodplain rainforest.

The site has some shade and is close to the river. To book the site for your next meeting or group
excursion contact Michael Bingham at Byron Shire Council. 02 66267019

January 2010 5




Record rainforest project completed — but more help needed

Australia’s largest rehabilitation project that protects endangered lowland
rainforest between the Clarence and Tweed Rivers has just been
successfully completed by the Big Scrub Landcare Group and 11 partner
organisations.

Dr Tony Parkes, President of Big Scrub Landcare, paid tribute to the

differing groups and individuals who contributed so much to this important

project. ‘This has been a great effort by all involved but we desperately need

ongoing funding from the Australian Government to continue this work

which is a priority to save the priceless biodiversity of the rainforests in our region: there is still so
much work to be done’

This one-year community-led project was funded by a $368,000 grant from the Australian
Government’s Caring for our Country program. This funding was matched by contributions from the
project partners, other landholders and volunteers.

Rehabilitation work was undertaken at 83 remnants of endangered lowland rainforest, including 8
Nature Reserves, 23 local government sites and more than 50 remnants on private land.

Weeds are the major immediate threat to the survival of these priceless remnants of the
magnificent lowland rainforests that once covered significant areas of our region. Professional
rainforest regenerators carried out more than 1800 days of weed control work, exceeding the
project target by 31%.

The project also involved a number of well-attended community education events including the Big
Scrub Day, three field days and five workshops.

A key to success of the project was the broad partnership of stakeholders from across the region
that were involved. Big Scrub Landcare and EnviTE, the project manager, led the partnership.
Other partners included the Department of the Environment, Climate Change and Water; Lismore,
Ballina, Byron and Tweed Councils; Rous Water; the regional umbrella landcare groups—
Richmond Landcare Inc., Tweed Landcare Inc. and Brunswick Valley Landcare Inc.- plus
Tuckombil Landcare and 50 other landholders.

Links

Big Scrub Landcare https://www.bigscrubrainforest.org.au/
Brunswick Valley Landcare http://www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/newsletter.html

Byron Shire Council. To stay informed of local sustainability events and activities, email
sustainability@byron.nsw.gov.au with 'subscribe’ in the header.

Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority monthly updates on funding
opportunities and training days. http://www.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au/news _enews.php

Tweed Landcare http://www.tweedlandcare.org.au/TLI%20Newsletter%20March09.pdf
Wilson’s Creek Huonbrook Landcare http://wilsonscreeklandcare.mullum.com.au/
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@andcare celebrates - 20 years of achievements
and future challenges®©

The Hon. Tony Burke MP, Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry is hosting the National
Landcare Forum — at Allan Scott Park, Morphettville, Adelaide 23-25 March 2010. The Forum recognises
the significant contribution the community has made over the last 20 years.

The theme of the Forum is ‘Landcare celebrates — 20 years of achievements and future challenges’.

The Australian Government invites individuals, community groups, farmers, Indigenous land managers
and researchers who are interested in protecting the environment and creating sustainable landscapes,

lifestyles and livelihoods for the 21st century to attend the Forum.

To help celebrate the 20 years of achievements, the Forum will bring together landcare and community
groups, regional bodies and industry and government representatives from across Australia. Delegates
will have the opportunity to learn about the latest research developments in Natural Resource

Management and sustainable agriculture, they will also develop new networks and new skills.

The program for the Forum will include presentations on the latest scientific research from leading
scientists, plus networking and communications, how groups function and work together, succession
planning, and the achievements of award winning landcare groups and current issues including climate

change, carbon sequestration and food security.

Field trips on 25 March will give delegates the opportunity to visit a range of landcare projects

and restoration sites in the Barossa Valley, the Lower Lakes and urban areas.

For more information: www.nationallandcareforum.com.au
or email: landcare@daff.gov.au
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NRCMA Update
Biodiversity Grants finalised
There were eighty-six successful projects across the whole of the Northern Rivers Region. In Byron
shire 3 individual property owners were successful they were from Wilson’s Creek, Main Arm and
Palmwoods.
The Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water,
Department of Primary Industries and Byron Shire Council were
also successful and will be running projects in our region.

Small Scale Coastal Projects

Funding is currently available to deliver small-scale coastal projects in the Northern Rivers CMA
Region as part of the Australian Government Caring for our Country Engaging NSW communities in
coastline conservation project.

Expressions of Interest between the value of $5 000 and $20 000 are invited from coastal community
organisations in partnership with coastal land managers for on-ground works and capacity-building
activities that protect the conservation values of coastal ecosystems and environments in the region.

Project brief and expressions of interest are available from
http://www.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au/funding/apply.php

For further information contact the Northern Rivers CMA on ph. 02 66 420622 during business hours.

Expressions of Interest must address the selection criteria contained within the project brief and be
submitted by 4pm, Friday January 22, 2010.

This ENEWS is funded by the Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority (NRCMA)
Community Support Project delivered through Brunswick Valley Landcare and supported by Byron
Shire Council. For further information about participating in local Landcare, NRCMA programs or
other issues relating to natural resource management in the Byron Shire area, please contact:
Wendy Gibney Community Support Officer (Byron) 6626 7028 (Thursdays and Fridays)

Email: wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au
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