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July
27 Tree hollows and nest boxes presented by Ross Goldingay (p10)
31 Bush Migratory birds add to biodiversity, Mullumbimby Hall (p 3)
August
1 National Tree Planting Day Bangalow (p 6)
16 Comments due on Draft Ecological Harvesting Plan Guidelines for Endangered Ecological
Communities http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/pnf/
28 Interactive workshop on Soil Biodiversity (p 3)
September
5 Big Scrub Day
6 -13 National Landcare Week (p 7)
7 Threatened Species Day
Thanks to everyone who helped make this year’s
Brunswick Valley Nature Festival a great success.
Mayor Jan Barham with two-time Highly Winning Photograph March on Mullum by
Commended photographer Mohana Grierson Reid Waters
Peoples choice Prize by Deborah Pearse Bluebottle by Trevor van Weeren




Mentorship Programme Update

by Nerida Johnston

| was fortunate to be selected to receive mentoring under the 2009-
2010 Mentorship Programme. The Programme targets properties
where the landholder’s involvement with bush regeneration may have
a significant impact on the existing flora and fauna on a property.

Following a property inspection in January, our property was identified
as coinciding with a wildlife corridor and having a HCV [high
conservation value] status. The Programme goal for the property is to
improve the quality of the forested area. This is achieved by first,
giving the landholder advice regarding the most suitable areas to
target their bush regeneration activities.

Having learned that my priorities needed some adjustment, Sandra

Rubbo, a bush regenerator made contact to follow up with some

practical assistance. The bush regenerator’s role is to assist with

identification and control of environmental weeds and recommend

species for planting. Sandra also offered advice about activities that may have a deleterious effect on the
natural area.

Sandra and | walked around three areas that had been identified for early attention. We collected weed
and plant samples and tagged relevant entries in my resource books for future reference. This was a
highly educational exercise. | was given permission not to worry about a number of plants | had
considered to be undesirable. | learned to embrace the untidiness of the native grasses that are now
spreading to cover the ground on the perimeter of the forested areas and pockets where light is getting
through. | now just concentrate on the real nasties and get a bigger bang from my energy buck.

Following that initial site visit, Sandra provided a written report describing the site and detailing a work
plan covering the three priority areas. The report included advice about different methods for controlling
weeds and how herbicide might be used with guidance on its application for various weed types.

Armed with this guide | tackled several clumps of crofton weed and thickets of senna. | also attacked a
thriving expanse of jasmine .

The next step was a practical exercise in one of the priority areas showing how the weeding techniques
are carried out. We targeted several invasive nasties including an extensive area of philodendron
growth, a lantana infestation and an ivy invasion. A number of coffee trees and hundreds of stubborn
African tulip tree seedlings were also despatched while nearby emerging natives were preserved.

As a result of the Programme, | am much more confident about what to do and how to do it. | have
abandoned notions of treating the forest area like a suburban garden and love to see the variety of
native plants that are naturally popping up in the treated areas.

New applications available for mentorship programme

The mentorship program is part of a three year biodiversity education project funded by the NSW
government’s Environmental Trust with assistance from Byron Shire Council. The program aims to train
property owners to manage ecological restoration work specifically for their own properties.

Each year five property owners are selected to take part in the program. Successful applicants will
receive

# A site visit and advice on site-specific management issues.

# on site training on your own property from a professional bush regenerator over two half days.
% afree ‘vegetation restoration’ manual.

# advice on funding possibilities and further landholder support.

Applications close 30 August 2010 contact Jacqui Paine 66 851 880 or 0435 750 311
or Wendy Gibney 6626 7028




More photos from the Nature Festival photos by Richard Smith and Jacqui Paine

BVL Workshops

Bush Migratory birds add to biodiversity, Mullumbimby Hall

Saturday July 31 2010 from 2:00 pm — 4:30 pm

Presenter: Jan Olley

Byron Bird Buddies represent their highly successful session on migratory bush birds
in the Byron Shire.

Soil Biodiversity, Mullumbimby

Saturday August 28 2010 from 1.00 - 3.00pm

Presenter : Justine Cox

An interactive workshop where participants are encouraged to bring their own samples of soil and
investigate with the use of microscopes and printed resources the biodiversity of the fauna in their soil.

Workshops are usually on the last Saturday of the month from 1.00 - 4.00pm. Afternoon tea provided.
For more information and to book, contact Jacqui Paine on 66 851 880 or 0435 750 311

‘This program has been assisted by the New South Wales Government through its
Environmental Trust'.




SCIENCE WEEK 2010 The NPWS is pleased to offer students and the general public the opportunity to
attend a lecture by Phil Redpath as part of Science Week 2010. All inquiries please contact Kate Adams
on 02 6627 0204 or via email kate.adams@environment.nsw.gov.au

Date: Monday 16™ August 2010

Venue: Southern Cross University Lismore
Lecture Hall U231

Time: 10.00 am to 12.00 pm

Waterwatch Workshop in Water Week

Waterwatch is a national community water quality monitoring program that engages communities in the
planning, monitoring and management of natural resources. The program promotes environmental
awareness and action by encouraging everyone to play a role in keeping our waterways clean and
healthy. Currently St John’s Primary School is involved in water watch in the estuary just north of
Federation Bridge in Mullumbimby.

There is a waterwatch kit available for volunteers in the Brunswick Catchment.

A practical hands-on training session will be held during water week. Come along to learn how to use the
water watch kit and measure pH, water temperature, salinity levels, phosphorus, turbidity and dissolved
oxygen levels.

When: 21 October 2010

Time: 10 am — 2 pm

Location: St John’s Hall Mullumbimby

Wear: long sleeves, long pants, covered sturdy shoes, and a hat for
outdoor activities. Gum boots optional.

Lunch and morning Tea provided

Bookings Wendy Gibney 6626 7028
wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au

Dolphins in the Clarence and Richmond River estuaries

Presented by Dr Christine Fury, Southern Cross University

Wednesday 28 July @ 12 noon
Government Office’s Conference Room, Level 3, 49 Victoria St, Grafton between 12 noon and 1pm.

The Clarence Ecology and Environment Seminar series provides an opportunity to discover and
critically discuss research being conducted in and around the region. The series are usually held on the
third Wednesday of every month in the Government Office’s Conference Room, Level 3, 49 Victoria St,
Grafton between 12 noon and 1pm. This one has been rescheduled to the fourth Wednesday due to
other work commitments. Light refreshments provided.

These seminars are hosted by NPWS Clarence North Area, part of the NSW Department of
Environment, Climate Change and Water For further enquiries about the Seminar Series or if you are
interested in presenting a seminar, please do not hesitate to contact Janet Cavanaugh, Planning Officer,
NPWS North Coast Region ph: 02 6641 1551, fax: 02 6643 5569, email:
janet.cavanaugh@environment.nsw.gov.au




Caring for our Country Community Action Grants are now open.

Community Action Grants are the small grants component of the Australian Government® Caring for
our Country initiative that aims to help community groups take action to conserve and protect their
natural environment. These grants are targeted towards established community-based organisations
which have sustainable farming and/or protecting and enhancing the natural environment as their
principle objective.

Applications are sought from environmental, Indigenous, Landcare, Coastcare and sustainable
agriculture community groups for grants of between $5000 and $20 000 (GST exclusive) to take action
to help protect and conserve Australia® environment. Projects must be completed within 18 months.
The grants are available to groups currently operating in the environmental and sustainable land
management arena and to established, and emerging Indigenous organisations. Community Action
Grants support local Landcare related activities such as tree planting, revegetation, dune rehabilitation,
field days, improving land management practices and recording and use of traditional ecological
knowledge.

The applicant guidelines and application form are available from the Caring for our Country website at
http://www.nrm.gov.au/cag/index.html#gquide or by calling 1800 552 008.
Applications close 5pm (AEST) Tuesday 31 August 2010.

More funding

Junior Landcare Grants Program
Through the Junior Landcare Grants Program, any school or organisation that would
like to involve their students in landcare projects, in conjunction with local landcare
groups, can apply for grants to assist them with the cost of their projects. website
www.juniorlandcare.com.au.
2010 Closing Dates Round 3: 5pm Friday 6th August

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry - Farm Ready Reimbursement Grants

For primary producers and Indigenous land managers to attend approved training courses aimed at
improving their capacity to adapt to climate change and increase self reliance and preparedness.
For courses completed prior to 30 May 2012 Website: www.farmready.gov.au

Department of Environment, Water, Heritage & the Arts
Water for the Future funding. This includes both the National Rainwater (due 31 March 2014) &
Living Greener initiative A range of opportunities are available. These include assistance for ceiling

insulation, solar hot water and rainwater & grey water usage. www.livinggreener.gov.au




DUNECARE Groups

Brunswick Heads Dunecare

Work days: Second Sunday monthly, 9am to
noon (8am start in summer) - except if the
second Sunday falls on a long weekend, Easter,
etc we postpone until 3rd Sunday. An email is
sent to dunecarers indicating the working bee
location one week prior.

Contact: Contact: Michael Maloney 6680 4198
malonym@y7mail.com

Green and Clean Awareness Team

We meet at 9am near the carpark on Clarke®
Beach on the third Sunday of every month for
dune re-vegetation followed by a BBQ.
Contact Veda: 6685 7991 or Udo: 6680 9698
Website www.greenclean.org.au/

Cavanabah Dunecare
Bob Levett email: wendylevett@gmail.com

North New Brighton Dunecare

This new group meets on the second Sunday of
each month.

Contact: Shane Ivey 0431 906 031

South Golden Beach Dunecare
Contact lan Parer 6680 5958

Suffolk Park Dune care

This group has been working in the Dunes for 22
years. Everyone is welcome to come along.
Training is provided at the working bees for all
new volunteers, so no experience necessary. No
chemicals are used at any working bees. Helen
Brown’s famous morning teas are provided after
each working bee.

Contact Helen Brown 6685 4964

Byron Shire Chemical Free Group

This group are currently working South of
Brunswick Surf Club, operating under the
umbrella of the Mullumbimby Community
Gardens. Working Bees are fortnightly on
Saturdays from 9 am till 1.30 pm.. For more
information please call Nadia 6684 4771 or Jo
6684 5571




BVL Locality Groups

Please update your group information if there are any errors or omissions. Send updates to PO Box 6
Brunswick Heads 2483 OR email Wendy.Gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au

Brunswick Heads Locality Group

Great work has been done along Simpson’s
Creek by this group.

Contact: Gillian Secombe 6685 1857.

Coral Avenue Mullumbimby

This locality Group works on restoring and
expanding riparian sites on the Brunswick River
on the outskirts of town by the Mullumbimby
Showgrounds.

Contact: Pat Skene 6684 1075;
skene@mullum.com.au

Ewingsdale

This group was formed in November 2008. They
would like to invite all Ewingsdale residents to
be part of this. They have already done some
fantastic work at the end of Bay Vista Lane.
Contact: lan Pick 84 7733
ianpick@ceinternet.com.au

Website:
http://ewingsdale.org.au/#/landcare/4532495308

Heritage Park Mullumbimby
HELP this group needs a new coordinator.
Contact Wendy Gibney if interested

Lagoon Drive Wetlands
If you would like to help reactivate this group
contact Wendy 6684 1805

Laurel Avenue, Mullumbimby

This new group is working in Mullumbimby on
Crown land behind residential area in Laurel
Avenue.

Contacts: Jim & Gai Smith on 66842598
jimsmith@linknet.com.au

Marshalls Creek/ The Pocket Locality Group
Marshalls Creek Locality Group has been
carrying out restoration of riparian vegetation
and habitat on various properties on Marshalls
Creek in the Upper Pocket area over several
years.

Contact: Judy MacDonald 6684 5390
judymac@aapt.net.au

Mullumbimby Creek/Gateway

Work days: First Sunday monthly, 9.30am to
12.30pm

Contact: Rita De Heer 6684 1495 or Jo Green
66841703 bgreen@mchnativenursery.com.au

North Byron Shire Coastal Locality Group
Work days: First Friday monthly.

Contact: Jan Olley 6680 3279
janolley@people.net.au

North Byron Shire Coastal Locality Group is
working to rehabilitate habitat on a site in Rangal
Road, on the Fern Beach Estate. Some
hundreds of trees have been planted and
mulched at the site.

Tristran Parade Locality Group

This group works off Left Bank Rd, Mullumbimby
in the High Ridges Estate.

Contact: Jane Wickers 0404 050 361
jane_wickers@ekit.com

Tyagarah Locality Group

Work days: Weekly Fridays 9am to 11am
(Subject to change call to check)

Contact: Bela 6684 7113
bela_allen@yahoo.com

Tyagrah Locality Group is concentrating on
riparian plantings along Simpson’s Creek and
natural regeneration of coastal rainforest on the
hillside.

Upper Mullumbimby Creek
Contact: Nick Schaefer 66843686
nickndale@linknet.com.au or

Kate Cameron 6684 1013

Yalakool Locality Group

Work days: Fourth Sunday monthly
Contact: Toni Spruce 6680 1815
bryto@aapt.net.au

This site is in Ocean Shores and is unique in
that it is approximately four hectares of
bushland, right in suburbia.

LANDCARE WEEK
6 -13 SEPTEMBER

If you would like to
display information about
your group at a market
or a public display
please contact Wendy
Gibney




Engaging the Ocean Shores Public School community in coastal wetland
rehabilitation

WetlandCare Australia recently launched
a six month Northern Rivers Catchment
Management Authority (NRCMA) project
to rejuvenate the Ocean Shores Public
School’'s wetland and nature trail. The
small but significant wetland, which
adjoins Billinudgel Nature Reserve,
contains a rich variety of flora and fauna.

The project will include a wetland

management plan, weed control and a

community and student Wetland Day in

September. The Wetland Day will include

planting of native seedlings as a buffer to

protect the wetland, and educational activities on the importance of healthy wetlands. The school aims to
revive the nature trail not only to benefit the environment but to improve its ability to be utilised for
education by both the school and the community.

WetlandCare Australia’s Kate Heyward recently guided key project stakeholders through the nature trail,
to highlight the potential of the wetland and explain what the project will achieve this year. The wetland
management plan developed as part of the project will assist the school in the rejuvenation of the nature
trail, a 200 metre walk through the wetland, and will assist with the implementation of the school’s
environmental management plan (SEMP).

Chris Hauritz, the school Principal said “The Ocean Shores School community are extremely excited by
the school wetlands project. We have a great natural resource that we want to share with the students
of our area. The project partnership will see the creation of an environment that will be preserved as a
valuable educational site. We look forward to being able to make the wetlands accessible so they can
be appreciated for their beauty and environmental value. “

As part of a larger statewide project, funded through Caring for our Country and the
NSW Government, this NRCMA project focuses on engaging and building the
capacity of the community to protect their local coastal wetlands. The partnership
between WetlandCare Australia and Ocean Shores Public School is a great
example of how environmental and educational organisations can work together, in
this case engaging the Ocean Shores Public School staff, students and parents, in
raising awareness of the importance of wetland areas and how to protect and
restore them.

For more information contact:
Kate Heyward Senior Project Officer — Communications and Education T. (02)
6681 6169 E. kateheyward@wetlandcare.com.au W. www.wetlandcare.com.au




Indian Mynas

Don't leave food out: don't leave pet or stock food out and cover compost and
rubbish

@ Grow your lawn longer — a short lawn makes it easy for Mynas to catch
insects

@ Report Myna sightings to the hotline 6670 2778

& Become a myna trapper

@ Block nesting access under eaves and in roof cavities

&

&

@

Plant local native plants
For more information go to: http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/YourEnvironment/IndianMynal anding.aspx

@ Toad proof your dams and ponds to stop toads breeding. Fact sheet at
http://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/files/publications/Excluding Cane Toads from Water Bodies.pdf

@ Don't leave cat or dog food unattended outside

@ Turn off outside lights

&

&

&

Join in a toad muster group
Plant local native plants
For more information go to: http://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/cane-toads

Ardisia elliptica

This shrub is native to Asia. It has been planted as an ornamental because the fruit are attractive and it
grows quickly. However these features also mean it is a highly invasive plant. It can form dense
monocultures even in shady

environments.

The shrub grows up to 4m high. Stalks
are up to 1 cm long and the dull green
leaves are leathery 6 — 12 cm long
and up to 5 cm wide. The margins of
the leaves roll down. New foliage has
a red tinge.

Specimens in this area are fruiting
now. The fleshy fruit has a single seed
and is about 8 mm wide. The fruit
gradually darken as they mature from
pale pink through to red purple and
then black. The flowers in umbles on
the leaf axis are white or pink.

Photo Angus Underwood

IMPORTANT: IF YOU SUSPECT THE PRESENCE OF THIS PLANT, PLEASE REPORT IT
BY CALLING 1800 084 881 (local call cost anywhere in Australia)
or
REPORT IT ONLINE.
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Links

Landcare Groups:
Big Scrub Landcare https://www.bigscrubrainforest.org.au/
Brunswick Valley Landcare http://www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/newsletter.html
Tweed Landcare http://www.tweedlandcare.org.au/TLI%20Newsletter%20March09.pdf
Wilson’s Creek Huonbrook Landcare http://wilsonscreeklandcare.mullum.com.au/

Other Groups
- Rainforest Rescue http://www.rainforestrescue.org.au/index.html

Soil Newsletter — A// the Dirt allthedirt.newsletter@industry.nsw.qov.au
Byron Shire Council. To stay informed of local sustainability events and activities, email
sustainability@byron.nsw.gov.au with ®@ubscribe@n the header.
Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority monthly updates on funding
opportunities and training days. http://www.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au/news _enews.php
Bush Futures http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/BushFutures/default.aspx

Contacts for Brunswick Valley Landcare

Postal Address PO Box 6, Brunswick Heads, 2483
Secretary Madeline Green madeleinegreen@linknet.com.au
Acting BVL Project officer: Jacqui Paine 6685 1880

Website: www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au

Community Support Officer

For further information about participating in local Landcare, NRCMA programs or other issues relating
to natural resource management in the Byron Shire area, please contact:

Wendy Gibney Community Support Officer (Byron)

6626 7028 (Thursdays and Fridays)

Email: wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au

This Newsletter is funded by the Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority
(NRCMA) Community Support Project delivered through Brunswick Valley Landcare and
supported by Byron Shire Council.
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©3< a voucher from Mullum Creek Native Nursery for one 25% discount on the purchase of local
native plants (maximum discount $50).

7)< a bi-monthly newsletter full of practical information and news on workshops and events.

)< free regular training workshops including bushwalks, tree identification and weed management

)< the opportunity to meet other people interested in conserving and restoring the natural world.
help to develop projects, write applications for project funds, and finalise project reports.

* access to technical expertise and equipment to carry out weed control, tree planting, and bush
regeneration.

To renew your membership please complete the form below or contact Jane Wickers on 6684 6212
or jane_wickers@ekit.com for more information.

BRUNSWICK VALLEY LANDCARE INC. Membership renewal invoice

ABN: 86 821 354 958

N2
Email (print clearly please): ........ccovvviiiiii i, Phone: .......cccoiieen .

Address (if you have changed addressinthelast year): .......c.oooviii i

MEMBERSHIP FEES includes gst (please circle)

1Year 2Year 5Year
INDIVIDUALS $25.00 $45.00 $100.00
CONCESSION  $15.00 n/a n/a
FAMILY $35.00 $65.00 $150.00
GROUPS* $45.00 $85.00 $200.00 * Includes SCHOOLS, ORGANISATIONS, MO’S

Please use this space to make suggestions (workshops, services, etc) and/or
to let us know how you would like to help

Please make cheques/ postal orders payable to:
Brunswick Valley Landcare, Inc. and post to:
PO Box 6 Brunswick Heads 2483

Topay vialnternet Transfer or for General Enquiries:
Jane Wickers (02) 6684 6212 or jane wickers@ekit.com

Office use only
Receipt NO.........cvvevienne, VOUCHENTEC SENt....cvieee et e e e e een e,
Dataentered.............coovvenennns m'shipvaiduntil ................oooi.
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