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Natural Resource and Environment ENEWS 
 for the Byron Region 

 

JUNE 2010 
June 
18 NRCMA Grants Open (details page 1) 
23 Byron Bird Buddies shorebird survey count (p. 5)   
26  Littoral Rainforests and Themeda Headlands, Broken Head Nature Reserve Walk (p. 4) 
29 Funding Workshop to assist with Northern Rivers CMA Incentive program applications 
26 Ballina Shorebirds survey/count (p.5) 
30 BV Bird Watchers survey (p.5) 
 

July 
6 West Byron Bird Survey (p. 5) 
14 Wilson’s Creek Huonbrook Landcare Annual General Meeting (p. 4) 
14 Community Coastal Shorebird Conservation Ballina (p. 6) 
18 Byron Bird Buddies Survey and Meeting (p. 5) 
21 NRCMA Incentive Grant applications CLOSE  
27  Tree hollows and nest boxes presented by Ross Goldingay (p. 8) 
31  Bush Migratory birds add to biodiversity, Mullumbimby Hall (p. 4 & 5) 
 

August 
1 National Tree Planting Day  
16 Comments due on Draft Ecological Harvesting Plan Guidelines for Endangered 

Ecological Communities (p. 7) 
28 Interactive workshop on Soil Biodiversity (BVL) 

Northern Rivers CMA 2010-11 Incentive Program 

Funding is now available for projects that contribute to Northern Rivers Catchment Action Plan Targets 

to improve the condition of natural resources in the northern rivers region. Applications are invited 

from Individual landholders, groups of landholders, public land managers, natural resource 

management (NRM) community volunteer groups, NRM organisations, local government and 

government agencies for minor projects up to $5,000 and major projects up to $75,000. 

 

 Application forms and further information may be obtained 

from the Northern Rivers CMA on phone (02) 66420 622 or 

www.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au. Or from the local Community 

Support Officer Wendy Gibney  02 6626 7028 

Eligibility and assessment criteria apply. Applications Close July 21, 2010. 

Workshop to assist with funding applications 
Tuesday 29 June 6 pm – 7:30pm 

St John’s Hall 
Cnr Casuarina Street and Coolamon Scenic Drive  

Mullumbimby 
Contact: Wendy Gibney 02 6626 7028 or wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au    

 
This workshop will start with a presentation that will teach you how to best address the funding criteria 
followed by the opportunity to seek advice on individual applications. If you need maps of properties 
please contact me before the workshop. 
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Other Funding opportunities 
 

Junior Landcare Grants Program 

Through the Junior Landcare Grants Program, any school or organisation that 

would like to involve their students in landcare projects, in conjunction with 

local landcare groups, can apply for grants to assist them with the cost of their 

projects. website www.juniorlandcare.com.au. 

2010 Closing Dates   Round 3:   5pm Friday 6th August  

 

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry -  Farm Ready 
Reimbursement Grants 
 For primary producers and Indigenous land managers to attend approved training courses aimed at 

improving their capacity to adapt to climate change and increase self reliance and preparedness. 

For courses completed prior to 30 May 2012  Website: www.farmready.gov.au 

 

Department of Environment, Water, Heritage & the Arts  

·  Water for the Future funding. This includes both the National Rainwater (due 31 March 2014) &  

·  Living Greener initiative A range of opportunities are available. These include assistance for 

ceiling insulation, solar hot water and rainwater & grey water usage. www.livinggreener.gov.au 

 

More Grants & Funding websites 

 Caring for our Country funding http://www.nrm.gov.au/index.html  

 Grantslink www.grantslink.gov.au/ 

 DAFF grants & assistance www.daffa.gov.au/about/grants_and_assistance 

 DEWHA grants & funding www.environment.gov.au/about/programs/index.html 

 FRRR grants www.frrr.org.au/currentprojects.asp 

 
 

World Environment Day Win  
for Brunswick Estuary Management Plan and Sewerage Augmentation Scheme 
The Byron Shire community has been recognised for its environmental and infrastructure work with a 
national win at the World Environment Day awards. The Brunswick River Estuary Management Plan 
and Sewerage Augmentation Scheme, was successful in winning the United 
Nations Association of Australia’s Excellence in Overall Environmental 
Management Local Government award. 
 
The Brunswick Area Sewerage Augmentation Scheme was also a recent 
category winner of the 2010 National Awards for Local Government for 
Innovation in Natural Resource Management. 
 
For a copy of the award winning Brunswick Estuary Management Plan go to 
http://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/coastal-and-estuary-management.  
 
For information on the BASAS go to http://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/sewer/brunswick-area.  
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Indian Myna Top Trapper Award introduced 
 
More Indian Myna trappers are needed in Byron Shire. The Tweed and Byron Shire Council’s Indian 
Myna control officer Pamela Gray said the feral Indian myna bird is having a devastating effect on 
native birds and more needs to be done. “While over 2000 Indian Mynas have been caught in the two 
shires, there are very few people trapping in Byron Shire, and Indian Myna numbers here are rising 
rapidly,” she said.  Ms Gray said more trappers are needed like Mullumbimby’s resident Jane Wickers. 
 
“Jane is an outstanding trapper for Byron Shire and 
her success has seen a good reduction in the 
numbers of this destructive bird.  Mullumbimby Indian 
Myna trapper Jane Wickers 
 
“After Indian Mynas moved into her yard Jane lost a 
lot of her native birds.  Through her trapping skills 
and dedication, native bird populations in her 
backyard and surrounds are now coming back,” Ms 
Gray said. 
 
As an incentive and recognition, Ms Gray said the 
Indian Myna program now has a quarterly award for 
dedicated trappers.  
 
The award has two categories, Rural and Urban, and 
is presented to the trapper within each category that 
has trapped the most Indian Mynas.  The worthy trappers are presented with a Top Trapper certificate 
and a voucher to claim native garden plants from Mullum Creek Nursery.   

 
Feral Indian Mynas have a devastating impact on local wildlife.  They 
compete with native animals and birds such as rosellas, possums and 
gliders for tree hollows in which they nest and breed.   “The highly 
aggressive Indian Mynas will eject native birds from nesting hollows, destroy 
their eggs and prevent them from utilising other hollows by chasing them 
away or filling surplus hollows with waste material,” Ms Gray said. 
 
First introduced to Australia to control insect pests, the arrival of the Indian 
Myna (Acridotheres tristis) (also know as the Common Myna) in a region 
signals a disastrous change to come in local bird populations. This 
extremely aggressive bird chases out native birds and small tree dwelling 
marsupials such as feather-tailed gliders. 

 
Ms Gray said whilst this in itself can be highly damaging to the continued survival of certain native 
species, the effect is further exacerbated by the overall scarcity of tree hollows in our regions 
increasingly fragmented forested areas. The Indian Myna scavenges on the ground in family groups, 
eating almost anything. At night they congregate to sleep in noisy communal roosts in dense trees or 
in empty buildings. They are also known to damage fruit and grain crops. 
 
Byron Shire Council would like to pass on their thanks to all community members involved in the 
Indian Myna Control Program for their important contribution to the conservation of our native birds 
and animals. 
 
Anyone wanting to join in the ongoing effort to control Indian Mynas, please contact Pamela 
Gray on 02 66702778, or at indianmyna@tweed.nsw.gov.au.  
 
Click here for further information on Indian Myna and the Top Trapper Award or go to 
Council’s website www.byron.nsw.com.au. 
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Wilson’s Creek Huonbrook Landcare News 

 
Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday July 14th 2010  

6pm for a light curry meal 

Meeting 7pm 

RSVP to Julie Gardner  66840242  

 

 

Workshops 

Littoral Rainforests and Themeda Headlands, Broken Head Nature Reserve 
Saturday June 26 2010 from 1.00-3.00pm 
Presenter : Russel O'Regan 
Join us on a guided tour along the Two Sisters Track, Broken Head Nature Reserve with the bush 
regenerator who has lead the recovery of these endangered ecological communities for the last two 
years.  
 
Bush Migratory birds add to biodiversity, Mullumbimby Hall 
Saturday July 31 2010 from 1.00 -3.30pm 
Presenter: Jan Olley 
Byron Bird Buddies represent their highly successful session on migratory birds in the Byron Shire.  
 
Soil Biodiversity, Mullumbimby 
Saturday August 28 2010 from 1.00 - 3.00pm 
Presenter : Justine Cox 
An interactive workshop where participants are encouraged to bring their own samples of soil and 
investigate with the use of microscopes and printed resources the biodiversity of the fauna in their 
soil.  
 
Workshops are usually on the last Saturday of the month from 1.00 - 4.00pm. Afternoon tea provided. 
 For more information and to book, contact Jacqui Paine on 66 851 880 or 0435 750 311 

 

‘This program has been assisted by the New South Wales Government through its 
Environmental Trust’. 
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Byron Bird Buddies & BV Birdwatchers  
 
If you wish to attend any of these days please contact the person identified 
in the “WHO” column as the program will change subject to weather 
conditions or unforeseen circumstances. 
 
 Directions will be given on request.  
Always wear covered shoes and bring water, hat, sunscreen and insect repellent. 
 

 

June 2010 
Wednesday 23rd  
Marshall Creek 
8am 
 Bring morning tea 
& lunch 

Shorebird 20-20 
Belongil – 11am 
West Byron 
Brunswick Salt -Marsh 
Marshalls Creek 

BBB shorebird 2020 
survey/count 

BBB Phone Jan 66803279  
janolley@people.net.au 

Saturday 26th  
8am Flat Rock car 
park 

Flat Rock Ballina shorebird 2020 
survey /count 
 

BBB -Contact Heather 6688 
4116 or 
harpo2@mullum.com.au 

Tuesday 28th 
Meet 14.00  

Salt Marsh Brunswick Wetlandcare survey BBB Phone Jan 66803279  
janolley@people.net.au 

Wednesday 30th  

Bring morning tea 
& lunch 

To be decided BVBW bird survey for BA 
Check if raining 

BVBW -Contact Heather 
6688 4116 or 
harpo2@mullum.com.au 

 
 
 
 
 

July 2010  
Every Sunday  
At low tide  

Belongil 
Best to phone 
Heather & make 
arrangements 

Bird count and dog 
monitoring - for BBB 
and Birds Australia. 

BBB -Contact Heather 6688 4116 
or harpo2@mullum.com.au 
If interested best to phone Heather 
& make arrangements to meet 

Tuesday 6th   
8am  
Bring morning tea 
& lunch 

West Byron  BSC  survey BBB Phone Jan 66803279  
janolley@people.net.au 

Wednesday 14th  
8am  

Bring morning tea 
& lunch 

To be decided BVBW bird survey for 
BA Check if raining 

BVBW -Contact Heather 6688 
4116 or harpo2@mullum.com.au 

Sunday 18th 
 

Vallances Road   BBB survey & meeting BBB Phone Jan 66803279  
janolley@people.net.au 

Wednesday 28th  

Bring morning tea 
& lunch 

To be decided BVBW bird survey for 
BA Check if raining 

BVBW -Contact Heather 6688 
4116 or harpo2@mullum.com.au 

Saturday 31st Mullumbimby 
 

Venue to be 
notified  

BBB Power point 
presentation/workshop 
for BVL “Bush Birds 
that Migrate “ 

BBB Phone Jan 66803279  
janolley@people.net.au 
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COMMUNITY COASTAL SHOREBIRD CONSERVATION 
SOUTH BALLINA TO EVANS HEAD 
‘Engaging NSW Communities in Shoreline Conservation’ 
Wednesday 14 July 2010 2:00-4:00pm 
THEME: Shorebird Breeding ecology LOCATION: meet at Ballina Beach Village 
Caravan Park, South Ballina 
We will discuss the breeding ecology, biology, habitat preferences and threats to shorebirds on the 
NSW North Coast, including Pied Oystercatcher, Sooty Oystercatcher, Beach Stone-curlew and Little 
Tern. Bring binoculars if you have them, walking shoes, sunhat, sunscreen and water. We will have 
afternoon tea at Ballina Beach Village Caravan Park. RSVP to Australian Seabird Rescue 66862852 
or NPWS on 66270221. 
 
These education programs are being funded by the NRCMA as 
part of the ‘Engaging NSW Communities in Shoreline 
Conservation’ project 

Waterwatch  

Waterwatch is a national community water quality monitoring program that engages communities in 
the planning, monitoring and management of natural resources. The program promotes environmental 
awareness and action by encouraging everyone to play a role in keeping our waterways clean and 
healthy. 
There is a  waterwatch kit available for volunteers in the Brunswick 
Catchment. If you or your community group is interested in learning 
how to use the water watch kits to test water quality of your local river 
stream or estuary please contact Wendy Gibney to arrange a training 
day. 6626 7028  
 
 
Australian Framework for Landcare 
The development of the Australian Framework for Landcare is your opportunity to have a say about 

the way forward for Landcare. 

Community Landcare 

Community Landcare is made up of individuals and groups with similar objectives and a community 

based approach to sustainable resource management, including: 

·  Landcare  

·  Coastcare  

·  Bushcare  

·  Indigenous groups  

·  ‘Friends of’ groups  

·  Farming systems groups.  

Community Landcare will guide and own the framework. 

 

Have your say 

Comments on the draft Australian Framework for Landcare are welcome and you can have your say 

online. The submission period is currently open and will close on 30 July 2010. 

More information on the Australian Framework for Landcare, including input from all state and territory 

conferences, is available from the National Landcare Facilitator. 

The submission period to comment on the draft Australian Framework for Landcare is 

currently open and will close on 30 July 2010.  
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The Bush Futures Project will address the sustainable management of significant urban and peri 
urban bushland in Byron and Tweed shires. 
The initial bushland audit of community land is due for completion by the end of June. The audit 
process gives urban bushland a score reflecting its condition based on a number of attributes 
including structural integrity, weed density and severity, habitat features and landscape connectivity.  
The results of the audit will help prioritise and direct on-ground restoration activities including weed 
control and habitat restoration, removal of pest species, removal of rubbish and erosion control. 
 
To find out more visit the website http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/BushFutures/default.aspx  or contact 
Angus Underwood on 66267219. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
‘This program has been assisted by the New South Wales Government through its Environmental Trust’ 
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The Private Native Forestry Code of Practice (the Code) has provision for the Director General of the 
Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water (DECCW) to approve Ecological Harvesting 
Plans (EHPs). An EHP is required when harvesting operations are proposed in Endangered 
Ecological Communities (EECs). The prescriptions of an EHP are in addition to the conditions set by 
the Code. 

The draft EHP guideline has been developed following input from various sections of DECCW and two 
independent leading forest ecologists. 

The draft EHP guideline identifies the purpose and requirements of an EHP. The EHP guideline will 
continue to be refined to develop and take account of various ecological harvesting methods as more 
scientific information becomes available.  

Download a copy of Guideline 6: Draft Ecological Harvesting Plan Guideline for Endangered 
Ecological Communities (ehpforeec10559.pdf, 50 KB) 

The comments period is open for two months, closing 16 August 2010. 

Please provide DECCW with you comments by: 

·  email pnf@environment.nsw.gov.au 
·  fax (02) 6641 6643 
·  mail DECCW PNF officer, Locked Bag 9018 Grafton NSW 2460. 
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Biodiversity Seminars 
Celebrate International Year of Biodiversity with a series of FREE seminars run by Byron 
Shire Council. Seminars will all be at Council Chambers, Station Street, Mullumbimby from 
7pm to -8.30 pm 
Other upcoming seminars will include:  

�  27 July - Tree hollows and nest boxes presented by Ross Goldingay (Southern      
    Cross University)  

�  7 September - Flying Fox ecology presented by Billie Roberts (Griffith University)  
�  16 November - Living with wildlife in towns and cities - Human / Wildlife interactions,      
          presented by Darryl Jones (Griffith University)  

 
 

Links  
 

·  Big Scrub Landcare  https://www.bigscrubrainforest.org.au/  
·  Brunswick Valley Landcare http://www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/newsletter.html  
·  Byron Shire Council. To stay informed of local sustainability events and activities, email 

sustainability@byron.nsw.gov.au  with ©subscribe© in the header. 
·  Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority monthly updates on funding opportunities 

and training days. http://www.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au/news_enews.php  
·  Tweed Landcare http://www.tweedlandcare.org.au/TLI%20Newsletter%20March09.pdf 
·  Wilson’s Creek Huonbrook Landcare http://wilsonscreeklandcare.mullum.com.au/   

 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS  
Please email contributions for this ENEWS to wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au 
 

 
Community Support Officer 
For further information about participating in local Landcare, NRCMA programs or other issues relating 
to natural resource management in the Byron Shire area, please contact:  
Wendy Gibney  
Community Support Officer (Byron) 
6626 7028 (Thursdays and Fridays)  
Email: wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au  

 
 
This ENEWS is funded by the Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority (NRCMA) 
Community Support Project delivered through Brunswick Valley Landcare and supported by Byron 
Shire Council.  For further information about participating in local Landcare, NRCMA programs or 
other issues relating to natural resource management in the Byron Shire area, please contact:  
Wendy Gibney Community Support Officer (Byron) 6626 7028 (Thursdays and Fridays)  
Email: wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au  

 
 

 
 
 
 


