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Natural Resource and Environment ENEWS 
 for the Byron Region 

March 2010 

 
February   
27 How weeds affect biodiversity -  BVL workshop 
 
March 
1 Sustainable Streets applications due 
2 Tweed Landcare Water watch course - Burringbar 
5  Junior Landcare Grants First round of applications due. 
7  Clean up Australia Day 
9  Landcare display at New Brighton Farmer’s Markets 
14 – 20 Autumn water bug surveys 
17  Cane Toad Muster - Mullumbimby 
27   Living with wildlife peri urban issues: protecting our local biodiversity- BVL workshop  
 
April 
11 Cultural Site Awareness 
15 Caring for our Country applications due 
 
 

Funding opportunities 
Junior Landcare Grants Program 

Through the Junior Landcare Grants Program, any school or organisation that would like to involve 

their students in landcare projects, in conjunction with local landcare groups, can apply for grants to 

assist them with the cost of their projects. website www.juniorlandcare.com.au. 

2010 Closing Dates  Round 1:   5pm Friday 5th March  

             Round 2:   5pm Friday 14th May  

           Round 3:   5pm Friday 6th August  

 

 

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry -  Farm Ready 
Reimbursement Grants 
 For primary producers and Indigenous land managers to attend approved training courses aimed at 

improving their capacity to adapt to climate change and increase self reliance and preparedness. 

For courses completed prior to 30 May 2012  Website: www.farmready.gov.au 

 

 

Department of Environment, Water, Heritage & the Arts  

·  Water for the Future funding. This includes both the National Rainwater (due 31 March 2014) &  

·  Living Greener initiative A range of opportunities are available. These include assistance for 

ceiling insulation, solar hot water and rainwater & grey water usage. www.livinggreener.gov.au 
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Caring for our Country 

Caring for our Country is an Australian Government initiative that seeks to achieve an environment 

that is healthy, better protected, well managed and resilient, and provides essential ecosystem 

services in a changing climate.  

 

Applications For the majority of proposals an open call online application form will need to be 

completed. website at www.nrm.gov.au  or call 1 800 552 008.  Applications close on 15 April 2010 

 

Information Session proposed for 8 March 2010 from 10:30. If 

you are interested in attending an information session which will  

explain the Business Plan, please contact Sally Jacka (NRM 

Project Officer for Tweed Shire Council) as soon as possible.  

 p (02) 6670 2561 | e sjacka@tweed.nsw.gov.au  

 

 

 

More Grants & Funding websites 

 Caring for our Country funding http://www.nrm.gov.au/index.html  

 Grantslink www.grantslink.gov.au/ 

 DAFF grants & assistance www.daffa.gov.au/about/grants_and_assistance 

 DEWHA grants & funding www.environment.gov.au/about/programs/index.html 

 FRRR grants www.frrr.org.au/currentprojects.asp 

 

 

Clean up Australia Day 

Sunday 7 Marc h 2010 
If you would like to be involved in a clean up Australia day 
event in Mullumbimby please contact  
Belle Arnold 6685 9341 
 or email belle.arnold@byron.nsw.gov.au 
For other information go to:  http://www.cleanup.org.au/au/ 
 
 

“Every year, from Perth to Penrith, hundreds of thousands 
of Australians get stuck in and Clean Up their local 

environment by collecting and removing rubbish on Clean 
Up Australia Day.  This year we are celebrating our 20th 

anniversary and we hope to make it the biggest community 
event to date!” 
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Workshops 

All workshops include afternoon tea and are free for members of a landcare group or $5 for non-
members. Bookings essential: Contact BVL Project Officer: Judy MacDonald – 6684 5390 (Wed & 
Thurs) email: judymac@aapt.net.au 
 

'Weeds and biodiversity'   
February Saturday 27 1.30pm - 4.30pm   
Learn how environmental weeds are impacting on our local wildlife and native plants. Also learn what 
you can do to help managed environmental weeds. Trainer: Mark Evans 
 
‘Living with wildlife peri-urban issues: protecting our local biodiversity'   
March Saturday 27 1.30 - 4.30pm 
Many native animals inhabit our urban areas. Come along to find out about our native fauna and how 
you can create a safe habitat for them. Trainer: Brendan Taylor 
 

 

‘This program has been assisted by the New South Wales Government through its Environmental Trust’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Brunswick Valley Nature Festival & ‘Visions of the Valley’ Photo competition 
 
The Brunswick Valley Nature festival and photo competition are held every second year.  If you would 
like to contribute to the organisation of this year’s festival please contact Wendy Gibney or Judy 
MacDonald  
 

The next meeting will be 
Wednesday 3 March February 

7:30 pm – 9:00 pm  
at 

Pioneer Hall Gordon Street Mullumbimby 

 

 
Photos from 2006 and 2008 photo competition:  L to R by Peter Gibney, Helena Armstrong, Jasmyn 
Niyama and Leah Koesterke 
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Mullumbimby cane toad muster 
 
Heritage Park near Federation Bridge 

Mullumbimby 17 March 2010  

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

Come along to learn about native frogs and cane toads from National Parks 
Discovery Ranger, Brendan Taylor. Then join in with the first muster in Mullumbimby  

What to Bring 

 Please wear a long sleeved shirt, long pants and covered shoes 

 If possible also bring along a torch, gloves and deep bucket or bucket with a lid. 

 Children must be accompanied by an adult  

 

‘This program has been assisted by the New South Wales Government through its Environmental Trust’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Indian Myna trapping in Mullumbimby 

Dave Rawlins 

Over the last few weeks landcare members have been trapping Indian mynas at the Mullumbimby Golf 

course. On the golf course there is a tree where the mynas roost. We estimate there are about 40 or 

so birds in this flock. So far we have caught 10 and will continue trapping. 

We have also given a trap to the adjoining cane farm where the owners are 

now trapping.  

Trapping the birds is a relatively easy process and it takes only about 10 

minutes a day to check the trap and feed the decoy birds. The decoy birds 

are placed in the trap to attract other Indian mynas. There is also a large 

flock of mynas which roost in Mullumbimby near New City Road.  

We are looking for people around the Mullumbimby area to operate a trap to assist us in the control 

program. We will bring everything that is needed, install a trap and train people how they are to be 

used. Caught birds can be dropped off at the Mullumbimby vet to be euthanised or if they prefer 

trappers can be trained how to humanely kill the mynas themselves. 

To be involved contact Dave Rawlins, daverawlins75@gmail.com, 66843925 

Or phone the Myna Hotline 02 66702778 
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Byron Region Community College  
Living & Working Sustainably Courses March 2010 
 
For details including costs or how to book see our new website 

www.byroncollege.org.au or ring 66843374 or pick up a copy of our Term 

1 brochure. All courses are low cost and very good value. 

Bookings commence Monday January 18th  - book soon, some courses fill quickly. 

 

New Courses for Term 1:  
 

·  Sustainable House and Garden Tour with Nina Bishop Wednesday, 24th March  
·  Solar Works with Rob Crosby Friday, 19th March  
·  Growing and Using Perennial Vegetables with Sharon Gibson Wednesday, 17th March  
·  Green Painters - Using Natural Paints with Daniel Wurm Sat, 13th March 
·  Bush Regeneration - A Different Approach with Rosie Tongmar Saturday, 13th March  
·  Straw bale Gardening with Sharon Gibson Wednesday, 10th March 

 
Repeats of popular short courses from 2009: 
 

·  Sustainable Living - Tour an Intentional Community - Ray Flanagan Tuesday, 23rd March  
·  Water Discovery Tour - Barbara Jensen Wednesday, 3rd March 
·  Rous Water, in conjunction with the Widjabul Elders invites you on a guided bus tour of your 

regional water supply system. Cost $10 

 

Waterwatch Training 

Waterwatch is a national community water quality monitoring program 

that engages communities in the planning, monitoring and management 

of natural resources. The program promotes environmental awareness 

and action by encouraging everyone to play a role in keeping our 

waterways clean and healthy. 

 

There are two water watch kits available for volunteers in the Brunswick Catchment. If you or your 

community group is interested in learning how to use the water watch kits to test water quality of your 

local river stream or estuary please contact Wendy Gibney to arrange a training day. 6626 7028 

(Thursdays and Fridays).  
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Rocky Shorelines Community Walks 
Dates for March and April 2010 

You are invited to a free community rocky shoreline educational walk. These will start with a 
talk from our guest speakers and conclude with a walk around the rock 
pools and a look at their ecology. Each event will go for approximately 
two hours. These walks are hosted by WetlandCare Australia and will 
feature guest speakers from the Marine Park Authority, Byron Bird 
Buddies, NPWS, Yarrawarrah Aboriginal Corporation, and the National 
Marine Science centre. 
 
For enquiries or to register please call Simone Haigh at 
WetlandCare Australia on 6681 6169 or email 
simonehaigh@wetlandcare.com.au. Please leave your name and a 
contact number in the event that we need to reschedule due to 
poor weather. 
 
The times and dates for the final four rocky shoreline walks are: 
• Monday 8th March 9.00 am: Arrawarra 
• Saturday 20th March 4.30pm: Broom’s Head 
• Thursday the 8th April 9.30 am: Hastings Point 
• Friday the 9th April 10:00am: Evans Head, (Snapper Rocks) 
 
What to bring: 
• Sunscreen 
• Hat 
• Water 
• Appropriate footwear for walking on rocks  
• Binoculars if you like bird watching 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WetlandCare Australia: Supporting the community to protect and restore Australian 
wetlands since 1991 
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New sustainable streets sought! 
 
Byron Shire Council is searching for new streets to join the Sustainable Streets program.  
 

The Sustainable Street program is a Byron and Tweed Shire 
Council joint initiative which encourages residents in the same 
locality to come together and identify practical ways to reduce 
their environmental footprint.   
 
Byron Shire Sustainability Officer, Graeme Williams said the 
program offers residents practical ways to restore local 
biodiversity, improve household water and energy efficiency, as 
well as organic gardening and ethical shopping workshops. 
 
“Other benefits include the social aspect of getting to know your 
neighbour which is often lost in our busy day-to-day lives.” 
 
Byron Shire currently has two streets in Mullumbimby, New City 
Road and Stuart Street already participating in the program. 

 
Program Officer, Nina Bishop said feedback from streets currently involved in the program has 
included real estate agents using the Sustainable Streets program as a positive benefit for house 
listings. 
 
“It’s also a great program that encourages neighbours to swap produce over the back fence and share 
knowledge and skills for a cleaner environment,” she said. 
 
The program consists of regular neighbourhood gatherings and sustainability education workshops on 
topics ranging from local food production and biodiversity to energy efficiency and green cleaning. A 
series of informative fact sheets, eco-living challenges and some great prizes will be available to assist 
participating residents in their journey towards sustainability. 
 
Applications close on Monday 1 March and can be downloaded from Byron Shire Council’s web 
www.byron.nsw.gov.au/sustainable-streets. 
 
The Sustainable Streets program is funded by the Tweed-Byron Urban Bush Futures grant - a local 
government partnership under the NSW Government Urban Sustainability Program. 

What Commitment Is Required? 

1. More than 10 households in the same neighbourhood agreeing to participate in a minimum 
of 5 weekend workshops (approx 1 ½ hours each) 

2. A local coordinator (e.g. the person submitting the application form) 

3. Ideas from participants on how to make environmental improvements in the street 

4. Submit an application form before 1 March 2010. 

 

What Does Council Provide? 

1. Street signage to demonstrate that the area is making the transition to more 
sustainable lifestyles. 

2. 5 workshops with guest speakers covering a range of sustainability topics 

3. Street resources (e.g. fruit trees for the nature strip, stormwater messages for 
gutters) 

4. Household resource kits (e.g. resource folder, fact sheets, eco-gadgets) 
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Bush Futures in your backyard - $1.7 million project 
 
The Environmental Trust has approved the Tweed Byron Bush 
Futures business plan which will drive the sustainable 
management of key urban bushland over the next two years. 
 
The $1.7 million federally funded project was awarded to the 
two shires in 2009 and aims to establish a series of ‘Bushland 
Friendly Neighbourhoods’ in the Tweed and Byron local 
government areas. 
 
Byron Shire Council’s natural resource team leader, Scott 
Hetherington said the Bush Futures business plan identifies 
the delivery of on ground works to ensure urban developments 
minimise their impact on surrounding habitats and the role of 
Council in managing reserves. 
 
He said the next step in the plan will be a bushland audit which will assist in the prioritisation of on 
ground sites including the condition, threats and remediation requirements. “Areas of public bushland 
located within 2 kilometres of all urban areas across Tweed and Byron Shire will be audited.” he said. 
 
Types of works that will result from the audit include weed control and habitat restoration, trapping and 
removal of pests, interpretative signage, erosion control and the removal and recycling of litter and 
rubbish. 
 
Mr Hetherington noted that large-scale habitat change and human impacts have occurred across 
Byron Shire resulting in severely depleted ecosystems and natural landscapes changing.  He said the 
Tweed Byron Bushland Futures project will help reverse this impact. 
 
Key messages within the Bush Futures plan include: 

�  Bushland impacts being in backyards  
�  Individuals can make a difference and communities can act in a unified manner  
�  Sustainable management ensure long term maintenance of natural systems  
�  Institutional change can promote sustainable management solutions.  

 
As part of the Tweed Byron Bush Futures project, an education campaign aimed at local communities 
will also be developed to inform the public on how they can help play a part by reducing stormwater 
pollution, rubbish and control of pests. 
 
Further information on Byron Shire Council©s Biodiversity Conservation Strategy can be found at 
www.byron.nsw.gov.au/biodiversity.  
 
To see where the bush shire bush regeneration team has been hard at work, go to 
www.byron.nsw.gov.au/biodiversity/bush-regeneration-team.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
‘This program has been assisted by the New South Wales Government through its Environmental Trust’ 
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Lantana camara photo Byron Shire Council 

 
Lantana Biological Control Training Workshop 
 
Location: Conference Room, NSW Centre for Tropical Horticulture, 494 Bruxner Highway, Alstonville.  

Date: Thursday 18th March 2010 

Training workshop will be presented by  Royce 

Holtkamp, State Coordinator Weed Biological 

Control, Primary Industries Biosecurity Branch, 

Industry & Investment NSW and Peter Turner, 

Weed Ecologist, Pest Management Unit, 

Department of Environment, Climate Change & 

Water 

Workshop Program 

9:00  Introduction (discuss aims, objectives and 
program, also provide chance for field officers to provide feedback on release sites etc).  Display 
database on screen.  

9:30  Discuss release methods (provide handout and answer questions).  Emphasise feedback to 
NSW and QLD DEEDI to capture details etc.  Brief discussion on monitoring of release sites including 
new monitoring forms. 

10:00  Update on lantana as a Weed of National Significance and new lantana control manual. Kym 
Johnson, National Lantana WONS Coordinator. 

10:30  Morning Tea 

10:45  Visit field site where the rust is confirmed and relatively easy to find.  Participants to look for 
rust.  

11:45  Visit field site where rust has not been released and its presence there is unknown.  
Participants to look for rust.  

12:15  Demonstration of rust release technique. Rust will be available for participants to take back for 
release.  

12:30  Close of formal workshop. There will be opportunities for further site inspections should 
participants require. 

 
 

LATANA LINKS 
 

·  National Plan to Protect Environmental Assets from Lantana: 
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/lantanaplan/ 

·  Widespread weed priorities for conservation: www.environment.nsw.gov.au/cmaweeds/ 
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'Landcare celebrates - 20 years of achievements and future challenges' 

For more information: www.nationallandcareforum.com.au or email: landcare@daff.gov.au 
 
 
 
Links  
 

·  Big Scrub Landcare  https://www.bigscrubrainforest.org.au/  
·  Brunswick Valley Landcare http://www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/newsletter.html  
·  Byron Shire Council. To stay informed of local sustainability events and activities, email 

sustainability@byron.nsw.gov.au  with ©subscribe© in the header. 
·  Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority monthly updates on funding opportunities 

and training days. http://www.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au/news_enews.php  
·  Tweed Landcare http://www.tweedlandcare.org.au/TLI%20Newsletter%20March09.pdf 
·  Wilson’s Creek Huonbrook Landcare http://wilsonscreeklandcare.mullum.com.au/   

 
 
 

 
Community Support Officer 
For further information about participating in local Landcare, NRCMA programs or other issues relating to natural 
resource management in the Byron Shire area, please contact:  
Wendy Gibney  
Community Support Officer (Byron) 
6626 7028 (Thursdays and Fridays)  
Email: wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au  

 
 
This ENEWS is funded by the Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority (NRCMA) 
Community Support Project delivered through Brunswick Valley Landcare and supported by Byron 
Shire Council.  For further information about participating in local Landcare, NRCMA programs or 
other issues relating to natural resource management in the Byron Shire area, please contact:  
Wendy Gibney Community Support Officer (Byron) 6626 7028 (Thursdays and Fridays)  
Email: wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


