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May June 2010

May

23 Workshop by Ellen White at Brunswick Heads 10:00am (page 8)

25 Conserving Byron Shire’s Biodiversity (Byron Shire Council page 10)

27 & 28 Entries due Visions of the Valley competition (Brunswick Valley Landcare)

June

4 Opening Night for the Visions of the Valley Photo competition Civic Hall Mullumbimby
5 Brunswick Valley Nature Festival Out door activities (Brunswick Valley Landcare)

6 Brunswick Valley Nature Festival Civic Hall speakers and displays (Brunswick Valley

Landcare)

Brunswick Valley Nature Festival
Celebrating Biodiversity

4 June — 6 June 2010

Mullumbimby Civic Hall —and around the Brunswick Valley

Friday 4 June 6:00 pm —9:00 pm

Opening Night for the Visions of the Valley photo competition and presentation
of prizes. The exhibition will then be open to the public all weekend.

See page 2 for more information

, Saturday 5 June 7:00 am —3:00 pm

Walks and tours focussing on ecological restoration works, plant identification,
river restoration and bird walks. There will also be a basket weaving course and
landcare displays in the Hall.

See page 3 for details.

Sunday 6 June 9:30 am —4:00 pm

Seven guest speakers will give presentations about the biodiversity of the
Brunswick Valley. Talks will cover many aspects of biodiversity including soil
biodiversity, reptiles and migratory bush birds.

& There will also be a variety of displays and children’s activities. Sunday’s
== activities will be in, or around, the Mullumbimby Civic Hall.
See page 4 for details

Photos fromtop Mark Abriel, Kelly Gibney & Mary South

This project has been assisted by the NSW government through its ‘Environmental Trust’ initiative.
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Photos from 2006 L to R by Peter Gibney, Helena Armstrong, David Kemp and Leah Koesterke

The Visions of the Valley photographic competition held in conjunction with the Brunswick Valley
Nature Festival in June starting on World Environment Day will have prize money totalling $1,500
The competition has been made possible by the generosity of the Hotel
Brunswick and its continued sponsorship which this year is also
supported by prize money from Brunswick Valley Landcare. This year
the winner will receive $500, with $350 for second prize, $250 for third
prize, and three $50 awards for highly commended entries. There will
also be a people’s choice award of $250.

HOTEL
BRUNSWICK

There will be two judges for the competition: Mark Evans and Peter Gibney. Mark is a local bush
regenerator and photographer. Mark has also been a TAFE teacher and taught bush regeneration
skills to many local landcarers. Peter is a local photographer, he has won the last two Visions of the
Valley competitions but this year will be just judging.

Entries will be displayed at the Civic Hall, Mullumbimby for the duration of the Nature Festival (5" and
6" June 2010) and entrants can submit up to three images. Entries can be lodged between 10.00am

and 4.00pm at Byron Shire Council Mullumbimby on Thursday 27" and Friday 28" May 2010.

Entry forms can be downloaded from the BVL website: www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au




Saturday 5 June Programme

8:30 am

9:00 am —
1:00 pm

9:30 am —
10:30 am

11:00 am —
midday

Midday —
1:30 pm

3:00 pm

Birds of the bush walk — Byron Bird Buddies

This morning walk will be at Old New Brighton Road. Come along to learn about the
diversity of bush birds from Jan Olley and Heather Harford.
Numbers are limited so please book in advance *

Basket Weaving - Lelarnie O’Sulluvan.

Learn traditional basket weaving using native plants. All participants will have a
basket to take home at the end of this course.
Numbers are limited so please book in advance *

Botany Walk — Darren Bailey

Darren Bailey is a local botanist and bush regenerator. Learn about the diversity of
plant life that grows in the Brunswick Valley. This walk will be around Mullumbimby.
Meet at the Civic Hall.

Habitat Walk — Angus Underwood

Angus, project officer for Bush Futures, will teach you about attributes of bushland
and gardens that are habitat for native fauna. Come along to learn what you can do
to encourage a diversity of fauna to your own backyard.

This walk will be around Mullumbimby. Meet at the Civic Hall.

Mullum Creek, Shearwater’s fish passage - Ken Ohlsson.
Shearwater Steiner School’'s Bush Regenerator will show the recently completed fish
passage and subsequent work towards regeneration of the site. This project
removed a 50 year old concrete weir to facilitate fish migration. Also non-chemical
removal of Coral trees — see the results 2 years on.

22 seat mini bus provided. Meet at the Civic Hall.

Bush Regeneration Techniques — Jacqui Paine

Jacqui is a local bush regenerator who has experience in many different vegetation
types. Learn a variety of bush regeneration technigues to control weeds on your
landcare site, property or in your back yard. This workshop will be around
Mullumbimby. Meet at the Civic Hall.

River Restoration Walk — Dr Jo Green and Mandy Lisson

Dr. Jo Green and Mandy Lisson are part of a team working on the Brunswick
riparian restoration project in Mullumbimby. Come along to see the and ask anything
about River bank restoration. This walk will be around Mullumbimby.

Meet at the Civic Hall.

Bush Bird Walk — Byron Bird Buddies

This afternoon walk will be at the West Byron Wetlands. Come along to learn about
the diversity of bush birds from Jan Olley and Heather Harford
Numbers are limited so please book in advance *

*For all bookings please contact
Wendy Gibney 02 6626 7028 (Thursday and Friday) Wendy.Gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au




Sunday 6 June programme
Civic Hall Mullumbimby

9.30am

9.35
9.45

10.30

11.15

12.00pm

1.00

1.45

2.30

3.15pm

Opening Address

Welcome to Country

Soil Biodiversity - Justine Cox

Justine has worked for many years as a soil scientist for Dept. Primary Industries. Her
extensive research includes soil erosion control in macadamia orchards and the
beneficial effects of compost.

Reptile biodiversity in the Brunswick Valley - Mark Fitzgerald
Mark is an ecologist with a background in herpetology. His diverse professional activities
include consultancies and ecological research.

Biodiversity Byron-style : from forests to dunes — Wendy Neilan
Wendy coordinates the Land for Wildlife program in Byron Shire. Wendy works with with
landholders who are restoring the ecology of their land. Wendy holds an honours degree
in Ecology and Conservation Biology and has a research background in utilising camphor
forests to restore rainforest.

LUNCH

Bush migratory birds add to biodiversity - Jan Olley & Heather
Harford

Byron Bird Buddies promotes conservation and community education programs of birdlife
in the Byron shire. This talks will be about bush birds which migrate both within different
parts of Australia and from overseas from New Guinea and Indonesia.

Native plants and their contribution to biodiversity in the
Brunswick Valley - Mark Dunphy

Mark has been involved in ecological rainforest restoration projects in northern NSW for
25 years and is well known for establishing Firewheel Rainforest Nursery.

Cane toads and Indian mynas: a threat to biodiversity - Wendy
Gibney

Wendy is the landcare community support officer for the Byron region. She has also
worked as environmental project officer for Byron Shire Council's Cane toad control
project and has been researching the diets of cane toads.

Closing
This project has been assisted by the NSW government through its ‘Environmental Trust’ initiative.
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Nature Festival volunteers needed

Thanks to everyone who has already volunteered to help out at the nature festival.
We still need some more helpers.

Photo Competition contact Richard 6684 1734
Do you have atrtistic talent and can help set up the photographic exhibition?
Can you spare some time to look after the photo display on the weekend?
Do you have RSA (Responsible service of alcohol) and can help out on opening night?

Festival Saturday and Sunday contact Jacqui 6685 1880 or Wendy 6684 1805 / 6626 7028
Are you strong and can help set up or pack away chairs and displays?
Do you love talking to people and can help out at the stalls and photo exhibition?

The Brunswick Valley Nature Festival is supported by Tweed Byron Bush Futures, Hotel
Brunswick, NRCMA, Rainforest Rescue, Byron Shire Council. This event is part of a project
which has been assisted by the NSW government through its ‘Environmental Trust’ initiative.

HOTEL
BRUNSWICK = Northern Rivers

C M ACATCHMENT MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

# rainforest rescue

BUSH FUTURES &

Tweed Byron Bush Futures Project website has been launched
http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/BushFutures/default.aspx
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Getting a grip on cane toads

Byron Shire Council has recently completed it's cane toad control project: Getting a Grip on Cane
Toads in Byron & the NSW Far North Coast. This was a three project funded by Environmental Trust.

The project has been very successful in educating and involving members of the community in cane
toad control. Three hundred and nine volunteers attended 17 musters and collected 2708 toads. Data
collected from community musters, monitoring and community consultation have provided information
about the population distribution of cane toads in Byron Shire.

Cane toad populations are highest in suburban coastal areas in close proximity to breeding ponds,
particularly water bodies on golf courses. The scattered populations in rural areas have highest
populations near identified breeding dams. This information has enabled Byron Shire Council to
establish, with other regional partners, a framework for controlling cane toads that incorporates both
modifications to water bodies to limit breeding and manual collection of cane toads to reduce localised
populations.

A Frogs of Byron Shire Poster to help people identify frogs and toads was produced as part of the
project . It is important for people to learn the difference between native frogs and toads. Not all our
native frogs are green and sometimes our brown native frogs are mistaken for toads. The large Al
poster shows 28 species of native frogs which occur in the shire. The poster has been given out to
volunteers who attend the musters and local schools and community groups involved in cane toad
mustering.

The poster is available to the public for $4 at Byron Shire Council Offices in Mullumbimby. All
proceeds from the poster go back into frog conservation and education.

Stopping toads breeding is a very important aspect of toad control. Female toads can lay up to

35 000 eggs per season. The strings of eggs are laid in water bodies with easy access such as neatly
mown grass right to the water’s edge. To stop the breeding cycle an exclusion barrier fence and
planting was put around one of the ponds at the Mullumbimby Golf course. A free fact sheet is
available to help people stop toads from breeding on their properties. Fact sheets are available in the
foyer of Byron Shire Council offices.

More information on frogs and toads can be downloaded at: http://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/cane-toads

Cane toad control programmes will continue in the Byron Shire through the partnerships between
community groups and Byron Shire Council.

This project has been assisted by the NSW government through its ‘Environmental Trust’ initiative




BVL Locality Groups

Please update your group information if there are any errors or omissions. Please send updates and
or stories about your group for this newsletter

PO Box 6 Brunswick Heads 2483 OR email Wendy.Gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au

Brunswick Heads Locality Group
Great work has been done along Simpson’s Creek by this group.
Contact: Gillian Secombe 6685 1857.

Coral Avenue Mullumbimby

This locality Group works on restoring and expanding riparian sites on the
Brunswick River on the outskirts of town by the Mullumbimby Showgrounds.
Contact: Pat Skene 6684 1075; skene@mullum.com.au

Ewingsdale

This group was formed in November 2008. They would like to invite all Ewingsdale residents to be part
of this. They have already done some fantastic work at the end of Bay Vista Lane.

Contact: lan Pick 84 7733 janpick@ceinternet.com.au

Website: http://ewingsdale.org.au/#/landcare/4532495308

Laurel Avenue, Mullumbimby
This new group is working in Mullumbimby on Crown land behind residential area in Laurel Avenue.
Contacts: Jim & Gai Smith on 66842598 jimsmith@linknet.com.au

Marshalls Creek/The Pocket Locality Group

Marshalls Creek Locality Group has been carrying out restoration of riparian vegetation and habitat on
various properties on Marshalls Creek in the Upper Pocket area over several years.

Contact: Judy MacDonald 6684 5390 judymac@aapt.net.au

Mullumbimby Creek/Gateway

Work days: First Sunday monthly, 9.30am to 12.30pm

The group has been working on lower Mullumbimby Creek upstream from the Azalea Street Bridge
and downstream to Salt Water Creek, clearing camphors and other weeds and replanting native
riparian vegetation along the creek.

Contact: Rita De Heer 6684 or Jo Green 66841703 bgreen@mcnativenursery.com.au

North Byron Shire Coastal Locality Group

Work days: First Friday monthly.

Contact: Jan Olley 6680 3279 janolley@people.net.au

North Byron Shire Coastal Locality Group is working to rehabilitate habitat on a site in Rangal Road,
on the Fern Beach Estate. Some hundreds of trees have been planted and mulched at the site.

Tristran Parade Locality Group
This group works off Left Bank Rd, Mullumbimby in the High Ridges Estate.
Contact: Jane Wickers 0404 050 361 jane_wickers@ekit.com

Tyagarah Locality Group

Work days: Weekly Fridays 9am to 11am (Subject to change: call to check before turning up)
Contact: Bela 6684 7113 bela_allen@yahoo.com

Tyagrah Locality Group is concentrating on riparian plantings along Simpson’s Creek and natural
regeneration of coastal rainforest on the hillside.

Upper Mullumbimby Creek
Contact: Nick Schaefer 66843686 nickndale@linknet.com.au or
Kate Cameron 6684 1013




Yalakool Locality Group

Work days: Fourth Sunday monthly, 2pm to 5pm

Contact: Toni Spruce 6680 1815 bryto@aapt.net.au

This site is in Ocean Shores and is unique in that it is approximately four hectares of bushland, right in
suburbia.

DUNECARE Groups

Brunswick Heads Dunecare

Work days: Second Sunday monthly, 9am to noon (8am start
in summer) - except if the second Sunday falls on a long
weekend, Easter, etc we postpone until 3rd Sunday. An email
is sent to dunecarers indicating the working bee location one
week prior.

Contact: Contact: Michael Maloney 6680 4198
malonym@y7mail.com

New volunteers are always welcome. The mobile phone is
carried to the working bee site to assist if people need
directions. Alternatively interested people can phone Michael
at home after hours on 66804189 or leave a message on the

answer machine. Brunswick Heads Dunecare Locality Group
works on several locations from Torakina Reserve south to the Tyagarah Nature Reserve.

The group® objective is to re-establish littoral rainforest vegetation which existed prior to sand-mining
disturbance. There is a wonderful collection of birdlife and a resident colony of wallabies on the site.
Work involves planting, mulching, some fencing, seed collection, and weed control.

Photo shows members of the Brunswick Heads Dunecare group working with Byron Shire Council
bush regenerators in an area being cleared of bitou bush.

Green and Clean Awareness Team

We meet at 9am near the carpark on Clarke® Beach on the third Sunday of
every month for dune re-vegetation followed by a BBQ.

Enquiries Veda: 6685 7991 or Udo: 6680 9698

Website www.greenclean.org.au/

Cavanabah Dunecare
Bob Levett email; wendylevett@gmail.com

North New Brighton Dunecare
This new group meets on the second Sunday of each month.
Contact: Shane Ivey 0431 906 031

South Golden Beach Dunecare Group
Contact lan Parer 6680 5958

Byron Shire Chemical Free Group

Working at 2 sites: South Brunswick Heads and part of Cavanbah.

Workshop this weekend. Ellen White will demonstrate chemical free weed removal techniques. South
of the Brunswick Heads Surf Club from 9:30am.

Contact: Hilary Bain 6684 0508 hb@hilarybain.com

This project funded by Northern Rivers CMA.




FUNDING Opportunities

Environmental Trust

The New South Wales Government Environmental Trust
funding is open for 2010. Information :
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/grants/envtrust.htm.
Funds for Education, Eco Schools, Protecting Our Places
and Restoration and Rehabilitation Programs are available
to community groups, schools and councils.

Junior Landcare Grants Program
Through the Junior Landcare Grants Program, any school or organisation that
would like to involve their students in landcare projects, in conjunction with local
landcare groups, can apply for grants to assist them with the cost of their projects.
website www.juniorlandcare.com.au.
2010 Closing Dates Round 3: 5pm Friday 6th August

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry - Farm Ready
Reimbursement Grants

For primary producers and Indigenous land managers to attend approved training courses aimed at
improving their capacity to adapt to climate change and increase self reliance and preparedness.
For courses completed prior to 30 May 2012 Website: www.farmready.gov.au

Department of Environment, Water, Heritage & the Arts
Water for the Future funding. This includes both the National Rainwater (due 31 March 2014) &

Living Greener initiative A range of opportunities are available. These include assistance for

ceiling insulation, solar hot water and rainwater & grey water usage. www.livinggreener.gov.au

Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority

Funding available soon keep an eye on the website.

http://www.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au

Grants & Funding websites

I Caring for our Country funding http://www.nrm.gov.au/index.html

Grantslink www.grantslink.gov.au/

DAFF grants & assistance www.daffa.gov.au/about/grants_and assistance

DEWHA grants & funding www.environment.gov.au/about/programs/index.html

FRRR grants www.frrr.org.au/currentprojects.asp




Byron Region Community College (formally known as ACE) runs a
variety of sustainability courses.

For more information go to www.byroncollege.org.au or contact

Katrina Shields Sustainability Coordinator Phone: 02 66843374

Email: katrina@byroncollege.org.au

Biodiversity Seminar — Tuesday 25 May 2010

Celebrate International Year of Biodiversity with a series of FREE seminars run by Byron Shire
Council. Open to everyone, the first seminar will be held on Tuesday 25 May from 7pm to 8.30pm
and feature biodiversity in Byron Shire and how people can play an active role.

Council’s biodiversity extension officer Wendy Neilan said the seminar is an opportunity to see why
the things we enjoy about living in the Shire are inextricably linked to biodiversity. “The region in which
we live is a nationally significant region for biodiversity. It's comparable to south west of Western
Australia and the wet tropics of North Queensland. “The evening will focus on Council programs and
the actions it is taking to help conserve biodiversity,” she said.

Natural resources staff will discuss Council initiatives funded under the environmental levy including
Land for Wildlife, Bush regeneration on Council lands, Cane toads, Mitchell Rainforest Snail and Bush
Future Projects. Ms Neilan said the shire’s forested hinterland is an essential link to the water
catchments and habitat for hundreds of species of plants and animals. “The Byron region is beautiful
because of its diversity. Not just people, but the diversity of animals and plants and the amazing
variety of ecosystems they combine to form; from wetlands to rainforest,” she said.

Tuesday 25 May Conserving Byron Shire’s Biodiversity — The why, what, when and how
Time 7pm to -8.30 pm
Venue Council Chambers, Station Street, Mullumbimby

Other upcoming seminars will include:
1. July Tree hollows and nest boxes, presented by Ross Goldingay (Southern Cross
University)
2. September  Flying Fox ecology presented by Billie Roberts (Griffith University)
3. November Living with wildlife in towns and cities - Human / Wildlife interactions, presented
by Darryl Jones (Griffith University)

To find out more about Council biodiversity initiatives go to www.byron.nsw.gov.au/biodiversity.

The United Nations has declared 2010 the International Year of Biodiversity. Itis a
celebration of life on earth and of the value of biodiversity for our lives. To find out more
on biodiversity and event www.biodiversity2010.0org.au
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Fourteen sites in Byron Shire regenerated

Fourteen high conservation value sites within Byron Shire have been revegetated and restored. The
program has been funded with a $100,000 Environmental Trust grant to control weeds, undertake
vegetation regeneration and replanting and community education.

Byron Shire Council’s natural resources team leader Scott Hetherington said the program targeted
sites under siege from weeds and areas that have the capacity to become part of new wildlife
corridors. One of the sites included a 2.5 kilometre riverbank section of the Brunswick River. “The
grant contributed to planting 9000 of more than 35,000 trees that have been planted by Community
volunteers and professional bush regenerators along the riverbank in the identified regional wildlife
corridor. “The regenerated area will now link coastal flood plain habitats east of the under construction
Brunswick Valley Sewage Treatment Plant site with hinterland habitats along the Chincogan ridges.
Mr Hetherington said the three year regeneration program had also helped reduce soil erosion,
improve riverbank ecology and enhance water quality and fish habitat.

Before: Vallances Road site, After: Regrowth 18 months on

Down river at the Brunswick Heads Foreshore Reserve, targeted weed control has helped restore the
original mangrove salt-marsh and given a new lease of life to a critically endangered spiny gardenia.
Mr Hetherington said the area is also seeing a return of species such as warrigal green and coastal
couch where once only senna, lantana, ipomoea and cats claw thrived. “

Byron Shire’s Biodiversity Levy provides funding for priority actions from the Biodiversity Conservation
Strategy 2004 which includes the Byron Shire bush regeneration team.

The fourteen sites regenerated through the Environmental Trust funding included:

1. Vallances Road new Sewerage Treatment Plant 9. Azalea St lowland rainforest remnant

2. Ocean Shores STP 10. Kohinur Hall riparian site

3. Brunswick Heads STP 11. Paterson Street Hilltop Reserve

4. Huonbrook — Upper Coopers Creek 12. Mullumbimby sports field floodplain forest

5. Pioneer Bridge - Wilsons Ck 13. Caniaba Crescent rainforest and swamp forest
6. Brunswick Heads Boat Ramp 14. Byron cemetery Swamp Mahogany/Paperbark
7. McLeods Shoot Big Scrub remnant swamp forest

8. Byrangery Grass Reserve

This program has been assisted by the NSW government through its ‘Environmental Trust’ initiative
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Links

Landcare Groups:
Big Scrub Landcare https://www.bigscrubrainforest.org.au/
Brunswick Valley Landcare http://www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/newsletter.html
Tweed Landcare http://www.tweedlandcare.org.au/TLI%20Newsletter%20March09.pdf
Wilson’s Creek Huonbrook Landcare http://wilsonscreeklandcare.mullum.com.au/

Other Groups
- Rainforest Rescue http://www.rainforestrescue.org.au/index.html
Soil Newsletter — A// the Dirt allthedirt.newsletter@industry.nsw.gov.au
Byron Shire Council. To stay informed of local sustainability events and activities, email
sustainability@byron.nsw.gov.au with ®ubscribe@n the header.

Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority monthly updates on funding
opportunities and training days. http://www.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au/news _enews.php

Bush Futures http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/BushFutures/default.aspx

Contacts for Brunswick Valley Landcare

Postal Address PO Box 6, Brunswick Heads, 2483
Secretary Madeline Green madeleinegreen@linknet.com.au
Acting BVL Project officer: Jacqui Paine 6685 1880

Website: www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au

Community Support Officer

For further information about participating in local Landcare, NRCMA programs or other issues relating
to natural resource management in the Byron Shire area, please contact:

Wendy Gibney Community Support Officer (Byron)

6626 7028 (Thursdays and Fridays)

Email: wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au

This Newsletter is funded by the Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority
(NRCMA) Community Support Project delivered through Brunswick Valley Landcare
and supported by Byron Shire Council.
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T3« a voucher from Mullum Creek Native Nursery for one 25% discount on the purchase of local
native plants (maximum discount $50).

U< a bi-monthly newsletter full of practical information and news on workshops and events.

< free regular training workshops including bushwalks, tree identification and weed management

)< the opportunity to meet other people interested in conserving and restoring the natural world.
help to develop projects, write applications for project funds, and finalise project reports.
access to technical expertise and equipment to carry out weed control, tree planting, and bush
regeneration.

To renew your membership please complete the form below or contact Jane Wickers on 6684
6212 or jane_wickers@ekit.com for more information.

BRUNSWICK VALLEY LANDCARE INC. Membership renewal invoice
ABN: 86 821 354 958

N2 0
Email (print clearly please): ........c.ovveiiiiieii i Phone: ...,

Address (if you have changed addressinthelast year): .......ccoovviiiii i

MEMBERSHIP FEES includes gst (please circle)

1Year 2Year 5Year
INDIVIDUALS $25.00 $45.00 $100.00
CONCESSION  $15.00 n/a n/a
FAMILY $35.00 $65.00 $150.00
GROUPS* $45.00 $85.00 $200.00 * Includes SCHOOLS, ORGANISATIONS, MO'S

Please use this space to make suggestions (workshops, services, etc) and/or
to let us know how you would like to help

Please make cheques/ postal orders payable to:
Brunswick Valley Landcare, Inc. and post to:
PO Box 6 Brunswick Heads 2483

Topay vialnternet Transfer or for General Enquiries:
Jane Wickers (02) 6684 6212 or jane_wickers@ekit.com

Office use only
Recalpt NO......covvvvvieneeenn, VOUCHEN/TEC SENt. ...t e e e
Dataentered.............coevieiiennns m'shipvaiduntil .................oo
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