
 
December 2011 

December 
4 -11 Coastcare Week celebrating Dunecare and coastcare work 
10 Biodiversity in Back Yards Sustainable Street Program (page 7) 
16 Far North Coast Weeds Display at Mullumbimby Farmers Markets 
16 Nominations for Byron Shire Australia day awards due (page 8) 
16 Submissions due for Council’s Draft Care of public land by Community  Policy (page 8)  
18 Toad Muster Main Beach with Green and Clean Awareness Team (page 10) 
January 
12 Workshop on Funding Applications (page 7) 
31 Environmental Trust Funding applications due (page 2) 
February 
8 Action on the Ground applications due (page 3) 
9 Caring for our Country applications due (page 3) 
29 Workshop Regenerating subtropical swamp forest in Byron Shire (page 7). 

Dunecare Week 
Thanks to all the volunteers who work hard planting and controlling weeds in our beautiful coastal 
vegetation. Thank you to the dune carers for their photos including: by Miles Shorten, Michael Maloney, 
Shane Ivey and Nadia de Souza Pietramale. 

 

 
 
 



FUNDING 
If you would like more details about funding or need assistance with applications please contact Wendy 
Gibney Natural Resource Community Support Officer (Byron) 6626 7028 (Wednesdays and Thursdays)  
Email: wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au 
 
A new Australian Government natural resource management (NRM) website has been launched at 
www.nrm.gov.au.  The website provides easier access to information on funding opportunities and 
program outcomes relating to Caring for our Country, the Australian Government’s NRM initiative, which 
is administered by Australian Government Land and Coasts. 
 
The site includes a new design, a more user-centred structure and a strong focus on work achieved 
through Caring for our Country through a dedicated projects area. It also features a substantial archive of 
reference material from Australian Government funded NRM projects. The reference collection is linked 
to commonly used search engines, including academic ones, and is expected to have more material 
added over time. 
 

Environmental Restoration & Rehabilitation Community Bush 
Regeneration Large Project Stream Grants 

The NSW Environmental Trust is calling for applications to its Community Bush Regeneration Large 
Project Stream. Applications close 5pm Tuesday 31 January 2012. The total commitment will be $8 
million over 6 years. Decisions on successful applications to the program are expected to be made in 
March 2012 and applicants should be advised in April 2012. 
 
The aim of the Community Bush Regeneration Large Project Stream is to facilitate projects run by local 
community groups to undertake large, long term bush regeneration projects. This funding stream will 
fund local community groups (such as Landcare and Bushcare) over a period of six years for well 
designed larger scale projects where the groups can demonstrate their capacity to maintain the project 
and continue the regeneration subsequent to the funding period. 
 
Further information on the program is available in the 
guidelines and on the website: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/grants/envtrust.htm 
 

 
FarmReady Reimbursement 
Primary producers, wild game harvesters and Indigenous land managers are being assisted to 
undertake training through the support of the Australian Government’s FarmReady Reimbursement 
Grants program.The popular scheme reopened on 1 July 2011 and began pre-approving training for the 
current financial year. 
 
To encourage investment in your own training, participants will now contribute 35 per cent of the cost of 
the approved course to be eligible for a FarmReady Reimbursement Grant. 
This decision will make the FarmReady program accessible to more primary producers, with 
reimbursement grants of up to $ 1,500 per financial year and funding of up to $500 each financial year 
also available to assist with excess travel, accommodation and child care expenses. 
Indigenous land managers will not need to make a co-contribution to attend approved FarmReady 
training. 
 
To apply you should first  make contact with the training provider offering the course, and then with the 
program administrator for pre-approval of the FarmReady Reimbursement Grant, before attending the 
course.For further information about FarmReady Reimbursement Grants, including program information, 
a list of approved courses and forms, visit www.farmready.gov.au. 
 
 



Action on the Ground  
 
Action on the Ground is a component of Carbon Farming Futures and will invest 
up to $99 million of grant funding over six years to assist individuals and groups 
of landholders and research, industry and farming organisations across Australia 
to trial and demonstrate on-farm ways of reducing agricultural greenhouse gas 
emissions and/or increasing and maintaining carbon stored in soil.  

Action on the Ground on-farm projects will create new opportunities for landholders and farmers to 
participate in the Carbon Farming Initiative (CFI) by trialling and demonstrating outcomes from research 
programs including, but not limited to, the Climate Change Research Program and the Filling the 
Research Gap program. Projects under Action on the Ground will ensure that research results can be 
practically applied on the ground in real farming situations. 

Action on the Ground is designed to enable on-farm trial and demonstration of practices and abatement 
technologies to reduce agricultural greenhouse gas emissions and/or increase carbon stored in soil. This 
will be achieved by supporting landholders, research, industry, non-government, government and farmer 
‘care’ ‘grower’ groups/organisations come together to trial and demonstrate management practices and 
technologies on-farm that can reduce agricultural greenhouse gas emissions and/or increase carbon 
stored in soil. 

 To find out more about eligibility and how to apply for the first round of funding, visit the Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry website at 
www.daff.gov.au/climatechange/carbonfarmingfutures/action-on-the-ground.  
 
Applications close 5:00pm (AEST) Wednesday, 8 February 2012. 
 
 

Caring for our Country: Open Call Funding  
The current business plan sets out the targets for investment in 2012-13 to 
ensure we stay on track to achieving the government's five-year Caring for our 
Country outcomes. 
 
Applications are invited through the open call investment process for projects 
over $20 000 (GST exclusive).  

The open call investment process is the principal way in which funding for 
projects can be sought under this business plan. It provides the opportunity for 
diverse groups and organisations to obtain funding. For example, applicants can 
submit open call applications to address targets related to Ramsar wetlands, the NRS, coastal 
community engagement and sustainable farm practices. Applicants should plan their projects to meet 
these Caring for our Country targets. 

The Government encourages groups and organisations to leverage matching funding from business and 
industry sectors for projects which directly contribute to Caring for our Country targets and outcomes. 

There is an increased focus in business and industry on issues such as climate change adaptation, 
supply chain and corporate social responsibility. This is an opportunity for them to achieve natural 
resource management outcomes—partnered and working with regional natural resource management 
organisations, local and state government agencies, non-government organisations, local community 
groups, research institutions and Indigenous organisations. There is no absolute requirement to develop 
new partnerships for applications under this business plan, unless the partnership is critical to the 
delivery of the project. 

Applications close 9 February 2012. 
 
For information see: http://www.nrm.gov.au/funding/opencall/index.html 



 

DUNECARE GROUPS 
In Byron Shire  

 

New volunteers always welcome, even if you can just help 
occasionally please contact your local group. 

 
Brunswick Heads Community Dunecare  
These dunecarers have been working in the dunes from Torakina to 
the surf club at Brunswick Heads for over 10 years. The removal of 
weeds and planting of local native species has resulted in well established vegetation and improved 
habitat for the many birds, wallabies, echidnas and other wildlife that these dunes support. 
Contact: Chris Barry 0431 077 308 email: brunsdunecare@gmail.com   
  
Byron Shire Chemical Free Group  
This group are working South of Brunswick Heads surf club, operating under the umbrella of the 
Mullumbimby Community Gardens. The group has been funded by the Northern Rivers CMA to assist 
with manual removal of Bitou Bush and other weeds. Working Bees are fortnightly on Saturdays from 
8:30 am till 12.30 pm.  Video online at http://youtu.be/OF4mEgu4vmw 
Contact: Nadia 6684 4771 email: npietramale@bigpond.com. 
 
Green and Clean Awareness Team  
The team meet at 9am near the car park on Clarke©s Beach on the third Sunday of every month for dune 
re-vegetation followed by a BBQ. The next day will be the 18th of December. You can see the team in 
action by viewing the video on their website.   Website www.greenclean.org.au/     
Contact Veda: 6685 7991 or Udo: Mob: 1413 173 786  
 
Cavanabah Dunecare 
Cavanabah has remnants of Littoral rainforest which need protection from weeds. This group needs 
some new volunteers please contact: Bob Levett email: wendylevett@gmail.com  
 
North New Brighton Dunecare  
This group was formed in September 2009 and in that short time they have already improved the dune 
vegetation. As well as community volunteers they have had contractors and occasionally the Byron Shire 
bush regeneration team help with weed control. Northern Rivers CMA has helped by providing a coastal 
grant to the group. They meet on the second Sunday of each month 8 am till 12 noon. 
Contact: Shane Ivey 0431 906 031  
 
South Golden Beach Dunecare  
Bush regeneration work at South Golden Beach has been successful in suppressing many of the 
environmental weeds.    
Contact: Ian Parer 0431 662 058 
 
Suffolk Park Dunecare 
This group has been working in the dunes for over 20 years. Their fantastic work covers more than 3km 
of dunes. They have restored a strip of endangered Littoral rainforest and currently this group has grants 
from the Northern Rivers CMA and a Community Action Grant to assist with bush regeneration and 
planting. Everyone is welcome to come along to their working bees on the first Saturday of each month. 
Training is provided at the working bees for all new volunteers, so no experience necessary and no 
chemicals are used at any working bees. Helen Brown’s famous morning teas are provided after each 
working bee.  
Contact:  Helen Brown 6685 4964 email hellyh@bigpond.com   
  
Tallow Creek Dunecare 
Planting local native trees and bush regeneration work is gradually transforming this coastal vegetation. 
Contact: Jenny Caldwell 66854549 email: caldwell2f@hotmail.com  

Photo: P.Gibney 
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Byron High School students help Suffolk Park Dunecare. 
In September this year Byron High School students helped Suffolk Park Dunecare group with their 
planting days. Bush Regenerator, Miles Shorten gave the students a talk before the planting about the 
site and a demonstration how to best plant in the sandy soil.  Thirty five students worked hard to plant 
360 native trees over two afternoons.  The Byron Rural Fire Service also came along to help with 
watering the plants.  
 
The planting is between Tallow Creek and the beach north of Alcorn Street. The site had been densely 
covered in weeds including Bitou bush and morning glory. Suffolk Park Dunecare were successful in 
applying for a Caring for our Country Community Action Grant  which funded bush regeneration work to 
remove these weeds and prepare the site for planting. For more information about this project contact 
Helen Brown 6685 4964 email hellyh@bigpond.com 
 

 
This project is funded by a Caring for our Country, Community Action Grant  
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WORKSHOP: Regenerating subtropical swamp forest in Byron shire  
A workshop looking at a unique and threatened ecological community in Left Bank Rd, Mullumbimby.  
 
DATE: Sunday 26th February 2012 from 4 pm. Refreshments including delicious cake provided. 
RSVP Jane Wickers email:  jane_wickers@ekit.com  
 
Walk around with Jane and Felicity, the owners of this property, hear their story and learn how they 
approached the successful regeneration of this swamp forest over the last 10 years. Once only a couple 
of remnant trees, this successful habitat planting is now diverse in flora and fauna. The project is 
inspiring and the workshop will be very informative for all types of people.  Jo Green will be discussing 
the plants used in the works and identifying any unknowns. Bush regenerators will be on hand to provide 
information on techniques and maintenance.  
 
Numbers limited so don’t miss out. 
 
This workshop is funded through the New South Wales 
Government’s Environmental Trust Program. 
 

WORKSHOP: Assistance with funding applications 
Date: 12 January 2012 
Time: 1 pm – 4 pm 
Location: to be determined. 
This workshop is to assist Landcare and community groups with funding applications for either 
Environmental Trust or Caring for our Country. Please read the guidelines (see page 2 and 3) and plan 
your project before attending. 
Bookings: Wendy Gibney 2262 7028 
 
This workshop is supported by  the Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority Community Support project, 
through funding from the Australian Government’s Caring for our Country and the New South Wales Government 
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Council calls for 2012 Australia Day: Local Citizen of the Year 
nominations (including Environmental Volunteer Project of the year) 
Byron Shire Council is calling for nominations for the 2012 Australia Day Local Citizen of the Year.  
Australia Day will be celebrated throughout Byron Shire on Thursday, 26 January 2012. The Official 
ceremony will be held from 11am at Mullumbimby Civic Hall in Dalley Street. Byron Shire Council, along 
with community groups, is again proudly sponsoring the Shire-wide celebrations. 
 
The closing date for nominations for the Local Citizen of the Year is Friday 16 December 2011.   
 
Award categories include: 
 
·  Citizen of the Year (no age limit)  
·  Young Citizen of the Year (person aged up to 25 years as at 26/1/12)  
·  Senior Sports Person (16 years and over)  
·  Junior Sports Person (under 16 years)  
·  Community Event of the Year  
·  Volunteer of the Year 
·  Environmental Volunteer Project of the Year 
Persons may be nominated by individuals, community groups or organisations. Unsuccessful past 
nominations are also encouraged to be resubmitted. Nomination forms can be obtained from Council’s 
website http://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/australia-day. A full program of the Day’s activities will be 
published closer to Australia Day.  Any further enquiries should be directed to Byron Shire Council officer  
Joylene McNamara on 6626 7317. 
 

Draft  Care of Public Land by the Community  Policy  
At Council’s Ordinary Meeting held 21 October 2011 it was resolved to place the above policy on public 
exhibition for a period of 28 days for the making of public submissions. 

The Policy is available for viewing at Council’s Administration Office, community access points around 
the Shire and on Council’s website at www.byron.nsw.gov.au/public-exhibition. 

Enquiries: Andy Erskine 02 6685 9300  
Submissions close: Friday 16 December 2011  
 
Submissions should be made in writing and addressed to the General Manager, Byron Shire Council, 
PO Box 219 Mullumbimby 2482 or sent by email to submissions@byron.nsw.gov.au. Emailed 
submissions to this address only will be acknowledged. 

 
WANTED Indian Myna Trappers 
 

Indian Myna birds threaten our native wildlife. Trapping has proved to be a 
successful method in controlling local populations of mynas. 
 
The Tweed Byron Bush Futures project is supporting community 
involvement in urban invasive species control. Byron Shire Council has 
Indian Myna Traps available for the community to borrow.  
 
Contact: Wendy Gibney 
Phone: 66267028 
Email: wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au 

 
 
 



BVL Newsletter December 2011 9 

Catchment Action Plan - Second Survey NOW AVAILABLE 
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The Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority (NRCMA) has commenced planning for a new 
Catchment Action Plan for the Northern Rivers region - a strategic, whole of government, whole of community 
plan that will span 2012-22. The new plan will replace the existing CAP and continue to guide investment for 
regional natural resource management (NRM) activities. The review process is an important opportunity for 
the community to help set Natural Resource Management priorities for the future. 
 
To provide people with opportunities throughout the CAP upgrade process we currently have two surveys 
available to the public, at our new CAP engagement website at http://yoursay.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au/  
 
The first survey invites those who have been involved in NRM during implementation of the existing CAP to 
provide feedback on the existing CAP and future directions for the new CAP. The second seeks insight into 
the environments that people value, the NRM issues they see as important, and what people think the major 
influences are that will shape our environment in the future. Information provided through this survey will form 
an important component in defining landscape values and informing spatial expression of regional priorities for 
NRM. A summary of responses to the surveys will be developed and made available early next year. Both 
surveys have supporting information that should be read in conjunction:  
 

Discussion Paper 1: Achievements & Opportunities; and  
Discussion Paper 2: Values and Issues. 

 
You are encouraged to read the discussion paper and complete the survey online and to distribute the link 
throughout your networks. 
 
Hard copies of the surveys will also be available at each of the CMA offices, and with Community 
Support Officers and Aboriginal Extension Project Officers throughout the region. (Contact Wendy 
Gibney for Byron Shire 02 6626 7028) 
 
Other opportunities for community involvement in the development of the new CAP will be offered throughout 
the review process and will be advised through the NRCMAs web site, regular tweets, and monthly e-news 
publication. To follow us on Twitter just login or join up and start following “Northern_CMA” 
http://mobile.twitter.com/northern_cma/  
 
We are also still encouraging all stakeholders to register their interest in the process by emailing 
CAPreview_northern@cma.nsw.gov.au  By doing so, you will receive direct updates. Those wishing to provide 
plans, priorities, information and additional data or evidence to assist in ensuring the new CAP is based on 
best available information and is inclusive the broad range of environmental priorities within the region are 
encouraged to do so by contacting their Area Coordinators, Northern Area Peter Boyd, 0266767393. 
 
Work has also been progressing well with the Technical Reference Groups, and material produced by these 
groups will be work shopped with the community in April next year.  
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Cane toad Muster – Green and Clean Awareness Team 
The lagoon on the main beach at Byron Bay has become an amazing fresh water echo 
system. A large variety of sedges have regenerated and at least two clutches of Pacific 
Black Ducks have been hatched and reared in the lagoon.  
 
Unfortunately there are also toads breeding 
in the lagoon.  Therefore, in conjunction 
with the next Green and Clean Awareness 
Team working bee there will also be a toad 
muster. Come along and learn about toads 
and how to control them. FREE Frogs of 
Byron Shire posters for all volunteers. 
 
Usually Toad Musters are held at night but 
the newly emerged morph toads are active 
through the day unlike the juvenile and 
adult toads.  
 
Date 18 December  
Time: 9 am  
Location Main Beach Byron Bay  
Wear: Sun safe clothes 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Bush Futures wins again 

Council’s Tweed-Byron Bush Futures project won at the Local Government and Shires Association 
Excellence in the Environment Awards, held last week. The Tweed-Byron Bush Futures project was one 
of eight finalists in the ©Natural Environment Protection and Enhancement: On-ground Works© category.  
 
Not only did the joint Byron and Tweed Shire Council project win its division in the category, but it also 
won the overall category award, which included entries from much larger councils. Byron Shire Council 
Team Leader Natural Resources, Angus Underwood, said he was thrilled Council had been recognised 
for the work it was doing to improve the urban bushland environment for the community to enjoy. “This is 
the third award that the Bush Futures project has received and it recognises how successful the project 
has been,” he said. 

“The project has involved and audit of more than 900 hectares of bushland, and extensive bush 
regeneration programs aimed at restoring 225 hectares of urban bushland at over 50 sites in Byron and 
Tweed Shires. More than 4000 hrs of bush regeneration work has been undertaken in Byron Shire to 
control and remove more than 100 different weed species which are the main threat to urban bushland.  

“Other work included the removal of rubbish and dumped garden waste from bushland; local native trees 
being planted; installation of nest boxes for local wildlife; construction of fencing to protect native 
vegetation, the control of invasive species including cane toads and Indian Mynas, and installation of 
interpretative signage and providing support for Landcare groups 

“The Project is also raising awareness of the ways that residents living near native bushland can 
manage their land in a sustainable way and to reduce adverse impacts on bushland. This has been 
achieved through community engagement activities including training workshops, environmental field 
days, the ‘Sustainable Streets’ program, tree planting events, mail outs and production of educational 
resources.” 

 
 

 Pacific Black Ducks on the Lagoon at Main Beach Photo Miles Shorten 
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Australia’s lowland sub-tropical rainforest listed as critically endangered.  
Local Big Scrub Landcare Group plays a major role  
 
Lowland Rainforest of Subtropical Australia has been listed as a 
critically endangered ecological community under the Commonwealth 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.  
The listing will add a further level of protection to help prevent any 
further clearing of the remaining patches of lowland rainforest and it is 
hoped that important organisations like the Big Scrub Landcare group will now be funded for the 
essential ongoing management of weed infestations and other threats to the survival of this magnificent 
rainforest.  
 
The listing was made by The Hon Tony Burke MP, the federal minister responsible for the environment, 
on the advice of the Commonwealth Threatened Species Scientific Committee after a comprehensive 
assessment. 
A technical workshop with experts on the ecological community was held in Lismore in June 2010. The 
nomination and a technical report, based on the workshop outcomes, were made available for public 
exhibition and comment. The Committee has had regard to all public and expert comment that was relevant 
to the consideration of the ecological community. 
 
Big Scrub Landcare lodged the nomination for listing in March 2009 and played a critical role the 
assessment process. It financed from its own resources two expert reports by consultants that were 
necessary to supplement information provided by state and federal government agencies. Of critical 
importance was the report by Carmel Flint on the mapping of the current and pre-1750 area of this 
rainforest community. This showed that only 7% of the pre-1750 area of lowland rainforest remains, well 
below the threshold of 10% for an endangered ecological community. 
President of the Big Scrub, Dr Tony Parkes commented “This is a great achievement for a community 
organisation and a great outcome for the environment – we must protect these remaining patches of our 
magnificent lowland rainforest and its incredibly rich biodiversity”, he added. “ I hope that we can now 
access funding from the Commonwealth and NSW governments and from the Northern Rivers CMA so 
with our partners we can continue and expand our work in rehabilitating and providing ongoing care for 
the remnants of this critically endangered ecological community that is a regional, national and 
international treasure.” 
The achievement of the listing is a tribute to Big Scrub Landcare and its team of volunteer scientific 
advisors who did a wonderful job in putting together the very complex nomination document and in 
assisting in the assessment process. The team included Annette McKinley, Nan Nicholson, Dr Barbara 
Stewart, Dr Rob Kooyman, David Milledge and Paul O’Connor.  
 

For more information about Big Scrub Landcare got to: https://www.bigscrubrainforest.org.au/ 

 

Native Vegetation Survey 
The purpose of this survey is to gather information on experiences with the way the government 
regulates native vegetation. This information will inform the Review of the Native Vegetation 
Regulation. Your input will help government to identify improvements in the way: native vegetation is 
regulated, services are delivered and information is made available to the public.  

The survey is targeted to those who are involved in the management of a rural property. However, all 
members of the public are welcome to participate and answer the questions that are relevant to them.  

Tell us about your experiences with the way government regulates native vegetation by completing the 
Native Vegetation Survey .   
http://engage.environment.nsw.gov.au/portal/natureconservation/nvreg/native_veg_survey  
This information will inform the Review of the Native Vegetation Regulation.  
 
The survey will be open until 30 March 2012. 
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LINKS 

Landcare and Dunecare Groups 

 Bangalow River and Landcare http://www.bangalowlandcare.org.au/   

 Big Scrub Landcare  https://www.bigscrubrainforest.org.au/  

 Brunswick Valley Landcare http://www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/newsletter.html 

 Byron Shire Chemical Free Landcare Group http://youtu.be/OF4mEgu4vmw 

 Ewingsdale Locality Group (BVL) http://ewingsdale.org.au/#/landcare/4532495308  

 Green and Clean Awareness Team www.greenclean.org.au/     

 Mullumbimby Community Gardens http://mullumcommunitygarden.wordpress.com/  

 Soilcare  http://www.soilcare.org/index.htm 

 Tweed Landcare http://www.tweedlandcare.org.au/TLI%20Newsletter%20March09.pdf 

 Wilson’s Creek Huonbrook Landcare http://wilsonscreeklandcare.mullum.com.au/  

Other links 
 Bush Futures  http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/BushFutures/default.aspx 

 Byron Community College http://www.byroncollege.org.au/  

 Byron Shire Council. sustainability@byron.nsw.gov.au    

 Livestock Health and Pest Authority LHPA http://www.lhpa.org.au/   

 Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority http://www.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au/news_enews.php  

 Rainforest Rescue http://www.rainforestrescue.org.au/index.html  

 Soil Newsletter – All the Dirt allthedirt.newsletter@industry.nsw.gov.au  

 

Contacts for Brunswick Valley Landcare 
Postal Address PO Box 6, Brunswick Heads, 2483 

Website: www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au 

 
Project Officer 
James Mayson Project Officer - BVL  Tel: (02) 6688 4079  mob: 0417 258 038 
Email: james_mayson@dodo.com.au  
P.O. Box 73 Federal NSW 2480 
 
Community Support Officer 
For further information about participating in local Landcare, NRCMA programs or other issues relating 
to natural resource management in the Byron Shire area, please contact:  
Wendy Gibney  Community Support Officer (Byron) 
6626 7028 (Thursdays and Fridays)  
Email: wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au  
 
 
This newsletter is funded through the Community Support project which  is supported by the Northern Rivers 
Catchment Management Authority (NRCMA)  , through funding from the Australian Government’s Caring for our 
Country and the New South Wales Government. The project is delivered by Brunswick Valley Landcare with 
support from Byron Shire Council 

  
 

 

 


