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This is your newsletter so feel free to make a contribution, write an
article or tell us about your group’s coming events. Articles need to
be sent to Georgia or Kate by the last Thursday of the month.

Distribution:

- Two paper copies go to each Landcare group secretary, to distribute throughout
the group.

- The email contact for each Landcare group receives an email version to
distribute to the group via email.

- Members of Tweed Landcare Inc receive a copy.

- Anyone can receive their own paper version for $6 pa. Please send your money
to Landcare Newsletter PO Box 796 Murwillumbah NSW 2484

- Our partners in Government Agencies and Non-government Organizations
receive the newsletter by email.

- Copies are available to read at the local libraries in the Tweed and Byron Shires

Landcare News

Community Support Officers (CSO)
This project is funded by the
Northern Rivers Catchment
Management Authority
(NRCMA) with money from the
Australian Government
through the Natural Heritage
Trust (NHT).

Aboriginal CSO: Des Williams
Phone (02) 6674 3600

Fax (02) 6674 3603

23 Morton Street, Chinderah.

PO Box 1410 Kingscliff NSW 2487

Acting Brunswick CSO:

Georgia Beyer

Phone (02) 6626 7028

Fax (02) 66 84 3018
landcare@byron.nsw.gov.au
Tuesdays, Wednesdays at Byron
Shire Council Office, Mullumbimby.

Tweed CSO: Kate McKenzie
Phone: 02) 6672 5488

Fax: (02) 6672 3473
kate.mckenzie@dnr.nsw.gov.au
Tuesdays and Thursdays at the
Northern Rivers Catchment
Management Authority office in the
Dept of Natural Resources rooms
Main St, Murwillumbah.
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Coming Events (cont).

February 2007

Tues 6 is the closing date for Landcare award
submissions.

March 2007

Inaugural Northern Rivers Landcare Forum
Friday 30 and Saturday 31 March 2007. The
Awards dinner will be held on 29 Thursday March,
in Grafton.

nature conservation trust

ﬁm NEW SOUTH WALES

OLD GROWTH EUCALYPT FOREST
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

The Nature Conservation Trust is
currently seeking expressions of interest
from landholders in the Northern Rivers
Area who have areas of high conservation
value Old Growth Eucalypt Forest on
their land that they are willing to conserve
in perpetuity via a trust agreement.

An agreement can apply to only part of
your land and will ensure that future
owners manage the land in much the
same way you have.

Successful applicants will have a trust
agreement prepared for their property at
no cost.

If you are interested in this opportunity

please contact the Trust on 6620 3633

or via email david@naturetrust.org.au
www.naturetrust.org.au

This project is part of the Northern Rivers Catchment Management
Authority Biodiversity Cross Regional Border Ranges project funded by the
Australian and NSW Government.
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Tweed Landcare Inc.

TAFE is holding a Chemical Users

Refresher course for bush regenerators at
Murwillumbah campus on Saturday 11 November 2006 . The
course is a half day at cost $120. Participants need to bring
chemical records for transport, storage and handling. Phone:
(02) 66720600

Report on the Tweed Catchment Catch Up
The event was a great success with landholders,
landcarers, contractors and Council and NRCMA staff
attending.

Excellent presentations from contractors letting us know
what riparian rehabilitation works are happening in Byrill,
Creek, Upper Tweed and the Lower Oxley River.
Tom Alletson told us of the huge response
Council has had so far from landholders to their
River Health Grants Program.
Amalia Short, our Catchment Officer for Rivers,
NRCMA explained the diversity of funding
available through the Catchment Action Plan for
rehabilitation and protection of stream health in
terms of structure, riparian vegetation and fish
passage.
Jim and Sam of Caldera Catchment Centre
described their good works with riparian projects
in the Mid-Tweed.
Corey Crosthwaite of Byangum and Sue Harnett
of Burringbar, both dairy farmers, told us about
the riparian restoration projects on their farms.
They gave us an insight into the hard work
involved in running a dairy and how important
agriculture still is to the Tweed area. Drink
more milk, says Corey!

Wollumbin Festival Planting on
Tyalgum Creek

We got 800 trees in the ground on
Saturday of the Festival thanks to the
excellent preparation of the site by
Councils Riparian Management Team -
holes were dug, fertilized and watered
beforehand; plants, mulch and tree
guards were supplied and the pump
connected to water the plants in well.

Last years planting is thriving thanks to
professional maintenance by Council.
Thank you!

Tweed Landcare Inc Committee 2006-2007
Sally FitzGerald - Burringbar

lan Walker - Couchy Creek

Janet Townsend - Stokers Siding

Kirsty Andrew - Farrants Hill (Secretary)

Bill Rowe - Fingal (Treasurer)

Kate McKenzie - Fingal (Public Officer)

Eddie Roberts - Uki (Vice-Chairperson)

Claire Masters - Limpinwood (Chairperson)

Many thanks to outgoing committee members Suzanne
Holt and Dave Conder

You can contact Kirsty, the secretary on

0405 357 282 or kirstymandrew@yahoo.com
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Next Tweed Landcare Inc. Meeting
6.30pm Wednesday, 15 November 2006
Venue: Murwillumbah Services Club

Everyone is welc
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Farm Forestry Series

2 bus trips and aworkshop
Do I run cows, slash grass, or

PLANT TREES?
Bookings essential 02 66725488
1 8 8 8
% $ 2 o

Bus Trip 1 Cabinet Timbers
Saturday 18 November
meet Budd Park Murwillumbah, 8:30 am NSW daylight saving time
Itinerary:
Earl Ross’ cabinet timber plantation in Bilambil Valley 0409 018 022
9 am NSW (8am Q time) Lot 24 Bilambil Road, Bilambil, opposite Bilambil Public School
Earl, from Farm Forestry Association of Q’ld is achieving impressive growth with his trees.
Matthew Kilby from Trees for Earth will talk on soil preparation and soil nutrition
12:30 pm Lunch at Chick Park, Stotts Island, Tweed Valley Way
2pm Boral Factory Manager Mark Bitzer will discuss the circular sawing of hardwood lamellas.

And also:

Bus Trip 2 Eucalypt Timbers — Mebbin Area Saturday 17 February 2007 — more details to follow next
Newsletter

Workshop Saturday 17 March, Murwillumbah — more details to follow next Newsletter

Funded by Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority
Bookings essential 02 66725488

Even if you wish to use your own car.

NATIONAL LANDCARE DIRECTORY

Landcare Australia has established Australia’s first National Landcare Directory, which seeks to usher
landcare into the 21st century by facilitating the electronic exchange of information and inspiration. Please
forward this email to any other Landcare groups working to protect and repair this magnificent country of ours
and encourage them to register.

Landcare groups that register for the National Landcare Directory during the month of October will be in the
running to receive one of six state-of-the-art Sony digital cameras, valued at over $500. Landcare Networks
that register themselves, and also encourage their member groups to register, will be in the running to receive
one of nine Sony data projectors, valued at over $1500. A Landcare Network refers to any community umbrella
organisation that supports a number of individual landcare groups.




COMING EVENTS
BVL Stand at Mullumbimby Public School
November Fair - Nov 3,4.30-8.30pm
Come and get a free booklet and colour poster on
local environmental weeds at our information stand/
weed display.We also need vols for the stand —to
bring in weeds and to answer questions from the
community.Contact Judy 66845390
Multi-Species Recovery Plan Workshop
Bangalow — 11 November 2006 (Bangalow
A&l Hall) from 2pm The Border Ranges
Biodiversity Hotspot region is currently the subject
of a multi-species rainforest recovery plan. This
forum provides an opportunity for the local
community to identify and learn more about the
specific values, plants animals and vegetation
communities in this region.lt will allow for
community input into the plan. Afternoon tea
provided.For more information, please contact the
Alstonvile CMA office on 6627 0170.
www.northern.cma.nsw.gov.
Indian Myna Action Group
There is currently a project running to help control
the spread of the introduced pest birds, Indian
Mynas. The project, run by Wetlandcare Australia
with funding from the CMA, is about to reach the
next stage which is to pass over the trapping
programs to the community. For this to happen a
community action group needs to be formed with
people who are keen to mitigate the impacts of
mynas on our native hollow-using wildlife. For the
Byron Shire area information sessions will be held
at the Byron Shire Council Training Rooms at the
Works Depot on Bayshore Drive Mon 20" Nov at
7pm and at the Ocean Shores Community Centre
(Rajah Rd) on Tues 21°' Nov at 7pm. For more
information contact Georgia on 6626 7028 or
georgiabeyer@hotmail.com.

Information sessions will also be held for andcare
groups in the Tweed Shire, see p3.

New Year's Day Tree
Mullumbimby at the

Electric Sunshine Superdisco
A new partnership for BVL. A tree planting day will
be held at the Mullumbimby Rugby League Football
Grounds on new years day as part of the Electric
Sunshine Superdisco. BVL will also be having a
stand at the event Come along, plant a tree and
have a boogie. For more info contact Georgia or
http://www.superdisco.info

planting in

WORKSHOP PROGRAM

November 18: 'How to deal with large patches
of Lantana in restoration projects’ 1.30-4.30pm
To be held at Blindmouth, Main Arm on two sites
involved in the NRCMA funded High Conservation
Value Vegetation and Riparian Restoration projects
run by BVL. Topics covered —values and treatment
of lantana, recognising high conservation value
vegetation, project planning, site-maintenance and
working with threatened species .Trainer Mark
Evans. Bookings essential- ph. Judy 6684 5390.
This will be the last workshop for the year with a
new workshop program starting in February 2007

MORE FUNDS FOR THE BRUNS

Envirofund success for BVL

Successful Round 8 Envirofund projects were
recently announced by the Federal
Government.1,922 applications were received with
1,126 projects being funded. BVL sponsored three
applications: ‘Coastal Melaleuca Wetland
Restoration’[$20,780], ‘Restoration of endangered
littoral rainforest in Byron shire ‘[$50,000] and
‘Improving reef health in the Byron Marine
Park’[$22,488] all of which were successful
bringing a total of $93,268 in funding into the
Brunswick Catchment. The next round of
Envirofund will be opened in February 2007.
www.nht.gov.au/envirofund

BVL BOOKSHOP- A new service for Landcarers
and the community.

We now have copies for sale of the recently
published revised version of the well loved Red
Book:.” Rainforest trees and shrubs-A field guide to
their identification by Harden, Mc Donald and
Williams. Retailing for $50, it is available to BVL
members for $40,non-members $45.Contact Judy
for more details. Check the BVL website for other
book titles available.

Also available in the Tweed from Caldera
Environment Centre shop, 4 Queen St,
Murwillumbah




Families and M.O’s $30,Individual $20,Concession
$10 Call Maura 66843693/maurajean@iinet.net.au

Plant discount offer

Mullum Creek Native Nursery.is again very
generously supporting BVL and offering new and
renewing members a 25% discount voucher for
plants purchased in a single sale.

COMMUNITY SUPPORT Georgia Beyer is our
acting Landcare Co-ordinator whilst Dave Rawlins
is on leave from Sept 5 to March 13.

For information about Landcare activities and
natural resource management contact Georgia at
Byron Shire Council :Tuesday ,Wednesday-Ph:
(02) 6626 7028.

For more info or to join Brunswick Valley Landcare
phone Judy MacDonald -6684 5390

VISIT THE BVL WEBSITE —
www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Old Growth Eucalypt Forest
See page 2

International Landcare

ConferenceReport .....
by Judy MacDonald Brunswick Valley Landcare

Very few of us Landcarers up here have been able
to attend any of the past National and State
conferences because of the high costs involved.
The NRCMA, recognizing this issue,very
generously offered sponsorship of $1000 for reps
from 6 out of the 8 Landcare Incs in the NRCMA
area to attend the International Landcare
Conference in Melbourne in October.BVL was
lucky to draw a place. What a great experience- the
first big Landcare Conference | have been able to
attend.Around a thousand delegates came from all
over Australia and overseas including the USA,
The Phillipines, South Africa, New Zealand ,
Germany ,Puerto Rica, Fiji.Kenya, Uganda, The
Solomons It was a great opportunity for broader
networking and exchanging ideas on Landcare
issues.

An old teaching mate of mine was Conference
Chair-she is also now a high ranking NRM
government bureaucrat.So it was great to catch up
—but it also gave me another very interesting insight
in to the top end of the NRM landcare ....albeit in
Victoria. Operating at grass roots level it is not
often that one has opportunity to talk frankly with
policy makers .An old Mullumumbimby boy was
one of the MCs of the conference —Stephen Mills.
He is also on the Landcare Council and Chair of
one of the Victorian CMA’s.

We ‘grass rooters’ from the North Coast were all
blown away by the extravagance and profligacy of
the conference and the LAL Awards night —not
much sustainable practice there ! It all seemed an
antithesis to the Landcare ethic but we enjoyed the
partying and city style food.The city / country divide
was most evident. Many of the Landcarers
attending were from areas experiencing extreme
drought conditions and salinity —rural communities
in crisis. We a felt a little guilty for not being in
drought.

Maude Barlow a’ water activist’ from Canada gave
one of the most passionate and engaging
presentations. Her concern is that water is being
increasingly ‘commodified’.eg farmers selling water
rights ,bottled mineral water ,water systems
privatized .[The Conference was awash with bottled
water] She was advocating that collectively we
need to accept the limits of growth and wealth
.Water needs to be seen spiritually again, she said,
and a new water ethic is required . She sees the
need for a global’ Marshall plan ‘whereby water is
conserved and there is ‘water justice’.



Some of the best presentations were those made
by Landcare groups outlining their project works.

Some comments noted:
We already know some of this but these give
you an idea of some of the issues

-Grass root leadership needed with external
support [Garrity]

-Public participation and grass roots decision-
making is fundamental [Garrity]

-A strong Landcare co-ordinator/CSO network is
essential. Needs more support

-‘The history and mythology of the Ausrtalian bush
has been defined by fear-the land was blamed in
the history of resistance and andcare sion . We
need to come into ‘the country’ as lovers and
develop our own psychological and spiritual
connection .we need to love away the frontier’
[Mary O’Dowd]

-We need to build [spirit ‘and a connection to the
land —need to know more about local and spiritual
knowledge [Deakin Uni ]

-‘NRM is more about management ....this ‘ethic’
has replaced values rich Landcare ‘.....the
landscape itself is being [economically reduced into
commodified units. [Louise Duxbury]

-‘Landcare is more about people than the land’
-‘Landcare is also about caring for the people who
care for the land’

-‘People before process *

-‘There is a danger that regional delivery is making
grass roots delivery feel under respected. A need
to re-engage ..it is very cheap and it needs to be
nurtured *

-‘There are successful mixes of CMA and grass
roots but there is huge frustration and alienation’
-‘The people who need capacity building are those
running the systems’ [Joan Kirner]

-We need not to forget to include ‘non-priority areas
‘in Landcare works

The more practical

-Fencing agreements / funding for riparian areas
need to offer more $$ incentives for the width of
riparian zone fenced off
-Australian Landcare groups to connect with sister

andcare groups overseas [Garrity]
- Farmers need to be seen as stewards of the land
and be paid incentives for protecting the
environment [bio-diversity, threatened species,
habitat etc] [Crombie ]

- ‘Eat first ‘[African delegate]

-Landcare plant nursery funding local Landcare
project officer

-Victorian Landcare Network supported by the CMA
regions, bi monthly meetings of CSO,s and project
officers, portfolio groups established , International

andcare project established in Sri Lanka,
supports LC professionals, conduit to funding
bodies
-Partnerships with International Student volunteers
-Enviro packs distributed to landholders including
plants, postcards, coloured brochures with basic
local birds and plants, frogs .
-Cultural Exchange-3 planting weekends pa where
refugee families were bussed up to a Wimmera LC
group. Families billeted locally and assisted with
tree planting. An ongoing project
-National Coast Care Award winners,‘Manning
Coast Care, developed directly with Centrelink their
own WFD team of over 50’s to work on their
project. Great social outcomes as well as
environmental.
A CD of the conference proceedings will be
available from Georgia, the Brunswick CSO.
Judy MacDonald
Brunswick Valley Landcare

Some of the NRCMA region crew who attended

L-R back row: Judy Mac Donald , Pia Dolman, Carol
Rose, Rus Glover, Geoff Robertson and half of John
Dalton

Front row: Johanna Kempff, Karen, Jackie Bowie,
Brenda Shepherd

Weed Busters Week — Weed Display

As part of Weed Busters Week, representatives
from Brunswick Valley Landcare, Dunecare,
Wilsons Creek Landcare, Byron Shire Council and
Far North Coast Weeds put on a weed display at
the Mullumbimby Council Offices. It was a great
display with over 60 samples of different weeds
that infest our bushland and gardens as well as
information displays and poster give-aways. There
were quite a few people surprised to find their
favorite garden plants were actually environmental
weeds. Many thanks to the volunteers who came to
share their weed knowledge (and weed samples).



BVL at the Big Scrub Day

Our hard working and committed volunteers
braving the cold and wet conditions.L-R:lan
Parer , Stephen Thurston, Jan Olley , Georgia
Beyer [temporary CSO] and Mandy Lisson

Land Capability and Soils Workshops for
Belongil
Places are still available for workshops being held by the
Dept. of Primary Industries with support from the
NRCMA on assessing land capability and soil testing in
the Belongil catchment. Dates for the workshops will be
arranged with those interested.

The Landscan 1 workshop will focus on interpreting the
landscape to determine the capabilities of your land. An
aerial photograph will be provided at half price and used
to look at the strengths and weaknesses of different
parts of your property. Long term processes are
examined and clues from the landscape or vegetation
are used to identify possible problem areas. Landscan 2
will provide subsidised soil tests as well as training on
how to interpret the results. The tests integrate chemical,
physical and biological indicators of soil fertility. Factors
limiting production are revealed and more importantly,
those parts of your land are identified that will repay the
investment you make in remedies.

If you would like to attend these workshops contact
Georgia Beyer georgia.beyer@byron.nsw.gov.au 6626
7028 on (Tues or Wed).

Tweed workshops see page 2
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Funding Opportunities

Take part in an online survey for your chance to
receive a contribution of $1000 towards your tree
planting or direct seeding projects !!

CSIRO and Greening Australia researchers are
investigating the major factors influencing the success of
tree planting and direct seeding projects.

In late 2005 forty-one landholders, revegetation
practitioners and nurseries from across southern NSW
were interviewed to learn about their tree planting
experiences.

The results of these interviews provided insights into
tree planting knowledge and success
(seewww.betterbush.org.aufor more information and
results). However, as the interviews were conducted
with only a small number of people in one part of
Australia, our aim is to broaden our focus to see whether
these results are consistent across the country.

So if you are involved with either tree planting or direct
seeding in Australia we would like to hear from
you,regardless of how much experience you have.

If you wish to participate in this study please complete
the online survey by clicking on the link below. It will take
approximately 15 minutes to complete.Link to
Survey:http://lwww.questionpro.com/akira/TakeSurvey?id
=477080

For more information about the project, please
contactSonia.Graham@csiro.au

Mitre 10 Junior Landcare Grants Program
Through the Mitre 10 Junior Landcare Grants Program,
any school or organisation that would like to involve their
students in landcare projects, in conjunction with local
landcare groups, can apply for grants of $500 to assist
them with the cost of their projects. The program targets
major issues relevant to our natural environment
including: water quality/conservation,waste
reduction/recycling,school gardens,biodiversity Closing
Dates for Applications
2007: 1 March, 17 May, 3 August and 18 October.
www.landcareonline.com

- Waratah Fencing Grants
Grants of up to $2,200 (inc. GST) are available to any
community group undertaking strategic land
conservation projects that involve fencing. This funding
could support fencing that controls livestock to prevent
erosion and overgrazing; protects vegetation corridors
and watercourses; or segments soil types, native
grasses and threatened species to enhance
biodiversity.Applications close 10th November 2006 .
www.landcareonline.com

BI-LO Junior Landcare Land Grant
Grants are for up to $500 (including GST) and occur 4
times per year. www.landcareonline.com
Australia Post Junior Landcare Biodiversity Grant
Quarterly grants for schools and youth groups
throughout Australia applying for funds in the biodiversity
category. Most project applications will be expected to
apply for up to $550.



