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November December 2009

November

21 Explore Rocky Shorelines Lennox Head - Wetlandcare Australia
22 Field Day at Mevlana in Myocum

22 & 29 Bird Count and dog monitoring Belongil - Byron Bird Buddies

26 Toad Muster at Koala Beach

27 Camphor Laurel Symposium Byron Shire Council

28 Creating a biodiversity friendly garden - BVL workshop details
December

4 BVL meeting to organise the 2010 “Brunswick Valley Nature Festival”
6, 13, 20 & 27 Bird Count and dog monitoring Belongil - Byron Bird Buddies
7-13 Coastcare Week

10 Brunswick Valley Landcare Social gathering

12 Byron Shire Swap Market in Mullumbimby

16 Bird Survey West Byron Wetlands - Byron Bird Buddies

30 Bird Survey Valences Road -Byron Bird Buddies (p. 5)
February 2010

14 Laurel Avenue locality group training workshop

27 BVL Workshop

SOIL LANDSCAPES WORKSHOP AT THE POCKET
Judy MacDonald

We are so lucky to have such a talented array of local experts who are
happy to offer their time to provide training in our Workshop program.
Dave Morand, who has done all the local soil mapping and is the author
of ‘Soil Landscapes of Lismore and Ballina’, led our last workshop on
Saturday, October 31. Some of you may remember Dave when he gave
a presentation at the 2006 BVL Nature Festival. He also came along as
the ‘soils expert ‘for the BVL Mt Chincogan and Upper Main Arm Walks
last year. The workshop booked out quickly and we ended up with a
waiting list: a reminder to members to always book early as there is
usually a 25 participant maximum.

Two Landcare sites in the Upper Marshalls Creek Locality group’s
restoration project were visited: the MacDonald’s and the Wrigleys’. The
group looked at creek banks and creek beds at the MacDonald’s and
then moved down to the Wrigleys’ farm to look at soil profiles in different
locations.

Fabulously detailed notes and soil maps of the Brunswick catchment
were given to each participant. Hopefully more of us now can start : .
using the new Australian soil classification terminology: saying Ferrosol b S AR
rather than Krasnozem to describe the local rich red basalt soils [they are found in patches on the
Chincogan ridgeline] and Kurosols rather than red and yellow Podzolics when referring to the older
soils, examples of which we looked at on these Pocket properties.

Many thanks to Keith and Rhonda Wrigley for once again being so generous in hosting yet another
BVL event at their beautiful property. A lovely afternoon tea spread was enjoyed by us all on their
verandah by the pool and Rhonda made some more of her yummy farm grown macadamia slice too.
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LAST BVL WORKSHOP in 2009
'‘Creating a biodiversity friendly garden'
With Mark Leske, Judy MacDonald, and Jo Green.

Saturday November 28, 1.30- 4.30pm
Mullumbimby

Visit two gardens using local native plants and a local native
plant nursery

Find out what local native plants are suitable for your garden and how you can adopt garden practices
that will help maintain the high biodiversity values we have in the Byron Shire. We will also be
discussing the pros and cons of using non-local native plants, cultivars and benign exotics in
‘gardening for biodiversity’.

The workshop is free for financial Landcare members and $5 for non-Landcare members. Afternoon
tea provided.

Bookings essential contact: BVL Project officer: Judy MacDonald — 6684 5390 Wed & Thurs or
judymac@aapt.net.au

Next year’'s program

The workshops will recommence on Saturday February 27 ,2010 followed by monthly workshops each
last Saturday the month through to November 2010. BVL would like suggestions from members for
possible workshop topics.

Photographs

Photo release forms must be signed for any ‘peopled pics’ that are published in the BVLnewsletter.
At future workshops we will be asking participants who are happy to be photographed to sign photo
release sheets.

Environmental
TRUST

BVL workshops are funded by the
NSW Government® Environmental Trust Community Education program.

On site training for new BVL locality group

A new locality group is being formed to care for the land on the hill behind Laurel Ave in Mullumbimby.
The local residents from Laurel Avenue would like to protect this area by reducing the impact of weeds
and encouraging the natural regeneration on the site.

On Sunday 14 February a bush regenerator will attend the new group’s working bee to help identify
the plant species on site. The landcarers will also be trained in a variety of methods to control the
environmental weeds on site.

If you are interested in attending please contact Wendy Gibney 6626 7028

If you live in the neighbourhood and would like to join this group please
contact Jim Smith 6684 2598

LANDCARE




2010

Brunswick Valley Nature Festival
and
‘Visions of the Valley’ Photo competition
First meeting

Friday 4™ December 7:00 pm
All BVL members are invited to a meeting to begin organising the 2010 Brunswick Valley Nature

Festival and Visions of the Valley Photo Competition. The meeting will be held at Pioneer Hall Gordon
Street Mullumbimby.

The Brunswick Valley Nature festival and photo competition are held every second year. The last
event was in June 2008 and the date was chosen to coincide with World Environment Day. If you
would like to contribute to the organisation of next yea'rs festival please come along to the first
meeting. If you cannot attend but are interested in helping please contact the

Photos from 2006 L to R by Peter Gibney, Helena Armstrong, David Kemp and Leah Koesterke

Waterwatch

Waterwatch is a national community water quality monitoring program that engages communities in
the planning, monitoring and management of natural resources. The program promotes environmental
awareness and action by encouraging everyone to play a role in keeping our waterways clean and
healthy.

The Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority provides training and equipment to assist
community groups and schools who wish to be involved in the program.

Waterwatch training will be available early next year. If your community group is interested in testing
water quality of your local river stream or estuary please contact Wendy Gibney 6626 7028
(Thursdays and Fridays).

waterwatcH
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3 NOISY MIGRANTS




Rex Fisher

Along with the waders there are several other international migratory birds that revisit us in spring.
Three very noisy ones, returning from Indonesia or Papua New Guinea, are the Dollarbird, Channel-
billed Cuckoo and Eastern Koel.

The Dollarbird’s presence is often announced by a repetitive kak-kak-
kak-kak-kak call — although a single or double kak may also be heard.
Look for a stocky fellow roosting in higher dead branches or flying
nearby. It launches from these roosts to catch insects and it can be
interesting to watch its rolling flight with sporadic wingbeats showing
large “dollar” shaped spots. In good light they display beautiful browns,
blues and greens and a large red bill. Eurystomus orientalis nests in
tree hollows, a precious resource for many fauna species.

Channel -Billed Cuckoo | The Channel-billed Cuckoo can be described as *“all mouth”, both
physically and verbally. Its bill is huge and emits a loud, raucous, extended
squawk, or at times a cackle. In flight you will see a very long bird with
rather pointy wings - a shape described as a “flying cross”. They are often
chased by crows and that may be because a male has lured these
potential hosts away from their nest so that the female cuckoo can slip in
her eggs. Magpies and Currawongs are other targeted hosts. Scythrops
novaehollandiae must love figs as | have seen 20 or more in the one tree
on several occasions. As well as fruit they apparently eat insects and the
eggs of other birds.

Then comes the Eastern Koel, another cuckoo, with its drawn out
kooeel call, an icon of the wet season. It also makes repetitive weir-
weir, quoy-quoy, and wirra-wirra sounds and may not be welcome
outside the bedroom window at night. The male Koel is a glossy
blue-black and he can be quite cryptic in dense foliage. The female,
as illustrated, is also well camouflaged with her streaked and
mottled plumage. Young fellows look similar to the mum that
deposited them, as eggs, in the nest of a large Honeyeater, Figbird,
Oriole, Magpie-lark or similar sized species. A couple of seasons
ago a continuously pleading young Eudynamous orientalis had a ——

pair of Little Wattlebirds working absolutely flat out in my backyard — even at that stage the baby Koel
was much bigger than its coerced “parents”.

Eastern Koel
Male - All Black

Whilst these birds migrate from overseas there are also migratory patterns within Australia’s shores.
Some species, such as Pied Currawongs, Noisy Pittas and Pacific Bazas may make altitudinal shifts
from the ranges down to the coast. Others such as Noisy Friarbirds move up and down the east coast
and there are species which return here from northern Australia during this time of the year. A couple
which usually get my attention are the White-breasted Woodswallow, with its elegantly formal, clean
cut markings and the White-throated Gerygone with its delightful ascending and descending warble.

Furthermore there are nomadic movements, particularly in outback areas, where species move to
better food sources e.g. after rains or at different flowering times. The Flock Bronzewing, a type of
pigeon, can turn up in flocks of hundreds after rains. | wonder how they know where and when to go.

The sketches are based on internet photos and Pizzey & Knights The Field Guide to the Birds of
Australia. If you are not familiar with them there are some examples of Channel-bill and Koel calls on
the ABC’s website at http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/feature/top-40-bird-songs.cfm . Otherwise let's
just celebrate the fact that besides warmer weather and flowering gardens Mother Nature provides
many special gifts at this time of the year.




Byron Bird Buddies & BV Birdwatchers

Program for October to December 2009

If you wish to attend any of these days please contact the person

identified in the “WHO” column as the program will change subject to

weather conditions or unforeseen circumstances. Directions will be

given on request.

Always wear covered shoes and bring water, hat, sunscreen and

insect repellent

Sunday 22"
Low tide

Sunday 29"
Low tide

Wednesday 2"

Sunday 6"
Low tide

Sunday 13"
Low tide

Wednesday 16"

Sunday 20™
Low tide

Sunday 27"
Low tide

Wednesday 30"

Belongil
Estuary

Belongil
Estuary

Stokers
Siding
Belongil

Belongil

West Byron
Wetlands
14.30-18.30

Belongil

Belongil

Vallances
Road
7am -11

November 2009

Bird count and dog
monitoring for BBB and Birds
Australia.

Bird count and dog

monitoring for BBB and Birds
Australia.

December 2009
Xmas Party

Bird count and dog monitoring
- for BBB and Birds Australia.

Bird count and dog monitoring
- for BBB and Birds Australia.

Bird survey
BA record & BSC counts
Bird count and dog monitoring

- for BBB and Birds Australia.

Bird count and dog monitoring
- for BBB and Birds Australia.

Bird survey BA record & BSC
counts

BBB -Heather and anyone else
Contact Heather 6688 4116 or
harpo2@mullum.com.au

BBB -Heather and anyone else
Contact Heather 6688 4116 or
harpo2@mullum.com.au

BBB -Contact Heather 6688 4116
or harpo2@mullum.com.au

BBB -Contact Heather 6688 4116
or harpo2@mullum.com.au

BV Birdwatchers Phone Jan
66803279
janolley@people.net.au

BBB -Contact Heather 6688 4116
or harpo2@mullum.com.au

BBB -Contact Heather 6688 4116
or harpo2@mullum.com.au

BBB Phone Jan 66803279
janolley@people.net.au




The National KOALA Count

By John Lindsay, with valued additions and corrections from Ross Goldingay. November, 2009.

| was listening to the radio the other day, an assortment of people were arguing over whether or not
there were, more or less than 80,000 Koalas left in Australia. The question to be asked, is how many
were there originally?

The Koala story really starts when the Koala ceased to be a part of the diet of the indigenous peoples,
this probably occurred by the mid to late 1800’s, and the Koala population exploded. The Koala was
common throughout its range; it was seen reqularly and in large numbers. Its range extended from
South Australia to NSW, Victoria and QLD. The Koala fur trade commenced in the 1890’s when prices
for the fur encouraged the growth of trapping, and the skins were exported.

The statistics below were taken from the references. In 1904/5, 340,000 Koala skins were recorded
from Brisbane. In 1908, 57,933 Koala pelts passed through the markets of Sydney alone, the
inference being that they were exported from other ports as well. In 1919, open season on Koalas in
QLD, over one million harvested. In 1920/21, 205,679 appeared on the Australian fur markets. In
1924, 2,000,000 skins were exported from the eastern states. After this slaughter, “the Koala had
been practically banished from Victoria and New South Wales”, writes Ellis Troughton. In 1924, Koalas
were acknowledged as extinct in South Australia. Despite this......... In 1927, 584,738 were killed in a
single month in Queensland. It seems that the then Premier, a Mr. W. Forgan Smith had a few seats
to win. This was “a large part of the last undecimated population of Koalas in Australia” (Troughton
1968). But get this; they sold 10,000 licenses to trappers to do it! The Koala was protected in all states
after this.

Several points can be made here about this data.*The harvested numbers for each year were not
found in the literature that was viewed, it appears that historically the data were not gathered or kept.
*There was no national approach to Koala protection, and skins were moved across borders to take
advantage of the open season in another state.* Fowler indicates that a figure of 584,738 in QLD in
1927, translates to 800,000, when it is considered that damaged skins would be discarded, and the
young of females were not considered.

The Koala population must have been well in excess of 2 million around 1900 for that many to end up
as skins in 1924. There were survivors and one would expect the species to recover. In W.D.L Ride’s
book published in 1970, he states “In New South Wales there are a number of thriving colonies
particularly in the north east;” It is now 2009 and there would be few people who would reach this
conclusion. The reason for the recent Koala decline or the population’s reluctance to thrive probably
lies in a multitude of factors. These would include clearing (of food trees) and development of habitat,
habitat fragmentation, the diseases Chlamydia and Koala retrovirus, road kills and predation by dogs.
Habitat fragmentation is a big problem because it forces Koalas down to the ground where dogs are
and to cross roads they run the gauntlet.

I have been driving around the north coast for about 30 years and | have only seen 3 Koala road kills,
and these were in the last 4 years. There were two individuals on Gulgan road and one on the freeway
at Tyagarah. Also, | was looking at a piece of land for sale at Chinderah soon after the northern part of
the freeway was finished and asked the owner if there were any Koalas there. A nice man, he said
there was a population of about 30 and that the freeway had gone through their home range. The RTA
had erected fences to keep them off the freeway, but it did not stop them and they all died on the
freeway, while crossing to get to the other side to get food. The Koala road crossing sign now attests
to the ghosts of koalas passed.

What can one conclude? Koalas used to be very abundant whereas now it's not so easy to see them
except at a few locations where good quality habitat has allowed them to literally hang in there for
now. But what of the future? All the indicators are fairly dire. The species should be listed nationally so
adequate funding and attention is given to this iconic species before it is too late.

References. Australian Wildlife, D.F.McMichael, 1972. “Black August” QLD’s Open Season On Koalas 1927. G.
Fowler, Hons Thesis ANU, 1993. Native Mammals of Australia, W.D.L Ride,1970. The Mammals of South
Australia, F. Wood Jones, 1923/25.
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Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network

By Greg Newland (This article is from the Tweed Landcare Newsletter, reproduced with permission)

The Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network Inc (RBRN);
launched in 2005, promotes the conservation of the
Richmond birdwing butterfly Ornithoptera richmondia, and
its food plants, Pararistolochia spp. and protection of
habitats. Membership of the network is open to anyone
interested in conserving the Richmond birdwing and other
insects of conservation concern.

The RBRN encourages liaison between community
members, catchment and Landcare groups, and relevant
local and state government authorities. The RBRN holds
guarterly General Meetings and occasional regional or
Special Meetings. A newsletter is published 3-4 times
annually.

The Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network has been one
of the most successful and active nature conservation
organisations in Australia. The strength of the network lies
in the active collaboration of expert scientists with local
communities throughout southeast Queensland and
northeast New South Wales. All members (around 400)

share a passion for the preservation of the Richmond
birdwing, and a wider commitment to saving our natural

. Richmond birdwing, Ornithoptera
environment.

richmondia; male (top) female (bottom),

) ) shown approximately half-size.
The aims of the network include:

A) Planning and re-establishment of Corridors to return the birdwing to its former range.

B) Propagating, planting out and caring for Pararistolochia praevenosa vines (the larval food
plant of the Richmond birdwing butterfly).

C) Strengthening outlying populations and re-establishing corridors at the northern and southern
parts of the birdwings range (birdwings originally were found from Mary River Heads in Queensland to
Grafton in New South Wales.

D) Continued information sessions, workshops and newsletters to raise public awareness about
the problems the birdwing and other sub-tropical fauna and flora are facing.

The destruction of coastal sub-tropical rainforest in southeast Queensland and northern New South
Wales has been very severe with less than 1% of the original rainforest remaining. Since the mid-
1980’s the Richmond Birdwing butterfly (Ornithoptera richmondia) has been a flagship species for
raising public awareness about the loss and fragmentation of coastal sub-tropical rainforest.

The Richmond Birdwing butterfly is extinct from two-thirds of its range. The recent severe droughts
have caused further extinctions in isolated outlying populations. Co-ordinated establishment and
caring for planted vines is essential to halt the further decline and extinctions.

Membership of RBRN

The annual subscription to RBRN, for members or family membership, is $10.00. Subscriptions are
payable by 1 July each year. New members will receive the last published Newsletter with their receipt
when they join RBRN.

Contact details for further information:

Dr Don Sands RBRN, PO Box 855, Kenmore, QLD, 4069 07 3374 1608, email don.sands@csiro.au
Greg Newland Murwillumbah 66 721572 www.richmondbirdwing.org.au

All correspondence :Secretary, RBRN,PO Box 855, Kenmore, QLD 4069
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Indian Myna Workshop

This workshop held in November was part of BVL's Environmental Trust
Education. Thanks to Judy MacDonald for organising the event and the
delicious afternoon tea.

Pamela Gray gave a fascinating presentation on this introduced species.
Pamela is the Indian Myna control officer for Tweed and Byron Shire
Councils. This jointly initiated program supports the community in
undertaking Indian Myna control.

Pamela explained why Indian Mynas are a threat to local wildlife. The
Mynas are extremely aggressive, territorial birds. They out-compete
native wildlife for food, shelter and nesting sites. The Mynas work
together communally and this enables them to evict native species from
tree hollows.

Pamela also showed us the traps which have been successfully used to trap over 1000 Indian Mynas
across the Tweed and Byron Shires.

If you would like more information about Mynas or the trapping program contact.

HOTLINE : 6670 2778 Email: indianmyna@tweed.nsw.gov.au
Newsletter on the web

Frog Workshop
David Newell local ecologist and frog expert gave a very interesting presentation on the local species
of frogs that are found in our area.

After Dave’s presentation the group ventured out to a lagoon in Myocum. Unfortunately it was a rather
cool dry night and the Eastern Dwarf Tree Frog Litoria fallax was the only frog calling. This small frog
is commonly found on reeds bordering water. Dave ventured into the sedgy edge of the lagoon and
caught one of these beautiful frogs to show the group.

Thanks to Dave for a great presentation and to Tom Alletson for organising this workshop.
W

, NSW .

Environmental

TRUST

These BVL workshops are funded by the NSW Government® Environmental Trust
Community Education program.

Camphor Laurel Symposium

Byron Shire Council is holding a Camphor Laurel Symposium in Byron Bay on
Friday 27 November 2009 from 9am to 1pm.
At Lord Byron Resort in Byron Bay.

Anyone interested in attending the event, please contact Byron Shire Council’s
economic development officer Jos Mitchell on 02 6626 7222 or
jos.mitchell@byron.nsw.gov.au.




Cane Toad musters

The Byron Shire Council’s “Getting a Grip on Cane Toads” project continues this season.

If you are keen to be part of a muster or if your landcare locality group would like to assist in hosting a
muster please contact: Byron Shire Council’'s Environmental Project Officer for Cane Toad Control
Wendy Gibney, 02 6626 7028 (Wednesdays) wendy.giibney@byron.nsw.gov.au

Help identify Cane toad Breeding Sites.
If you hear cane toads calling from ponds or dams or see masses of metamorphs (small toads under
30 mm) emerging from a waterbody please contact Wendy.

KOALA BEACH MUSTER

Thursday 26 November 6.30pm - 8.30pm

Enter Koala Beach from the Tweed Coast Road north of Pottsville village.
Meet at the gazebo next to the lake in Sugar Glider Drive.

Please wear a long sleeved shirt, long pants and covered shoes.
Bring along a torch and Children must be accompanied by an adul.

For information contact Claire Masters ph: 02 6670 2199 or csotweed@tweed.nsw.gov.au .

The Koala Beach muster is an initiative of the Koala Beach Wildlife & Habitat Management Committee
and supported by Tweed and Byron Shire Councils. Byron Shire Council's “Getting a Grip on Cane
Toads” project is funded by the NSW Government® Environmental Trust Community Education
program.

Land for Wildlife

Land for Wildlife is nationally recognised scheme that started in Victoria in 1981 and has been highly
successful in South East Qld with over 2000 registered properties. Land for Wildlife is a voluntary
property registration scheme that encourages and supports landholders to manage areas of their
property for wildlife habitat.

Who is eligible?
Land for Wildlife welcomes landholders who:

Have a property with at least 1 hectare of native vegetation mapped as High Conservation
Value (HCV) or within a wildlife corridor,

Manage part or all of their property as habitat for native plants and animals,

Are interested in integrating nature conservation with other land

uses, such as agriculture or tourism.

A “working towards” registration category is available to landholders who do
not qualify for full registration at the first property visit. Neighbouring
properties may join together and apply for group registration.

What landholders receive
Landholders who qualify for registration receive:

A site assessment of vegetation, significant flora and fauna,

habitat values and management issues

a Land for Wildlife sign in recognition of their commitment to wildlife conservation.
ongoing support and advice through - workshops, field days, newsletters

For more information on Land for Wildlife including how to apply to become a registered property go to
Council's website at www.byron.nsw.gov.au/land-for-wildlife or contacting Byron Shire Council's
Biodiversity Extension Officer on 66267119 or email: biodiversity@byron.nsw.gov.au
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Dunecare News

Congratulations to the local duencare groups who recently received awards from
Keep Australia Beautiful.

Suffolk Park dunecare received awards for Tallow Beach. Tallow beach received
the Resource recovery award and were runner up in both the litter prevention and
water conservation awards. Suffolk Park dunecare meet on the first Saturday of
every month. For more information call Helen Brown on 6685 4964.

Main Beach in Byron Bay was awarded first Prize in the north coast section of the annual Clean Beach
Challenge. Main beach is cared for by the Green and Clean Awareness Team Inc. as well as by many
caring members of the community. Green and Clean Awareness Team meet on the third Sunday of
each month. For enquiries about this group contact 6685 7991

FUNDING; NRCMA - Coastal Community Engagement Project
Expressions of interests for small grants of $5 000 to $20 000 to coastal community groups will open
soon. Contact Wendy Gibney for more information.

Coastcare Week 7 — 13 December
http://promomail.adrenalinmedia.com.au/em/mail/view.php?id=1671909645&k=ae4ce46

Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority Update

Update on Biodiversity Grants Program

"The NRCMA wishes to thank all landholders and organisations who expressed interest in our recent
Biogrants program. We received 351 expressions of interests which means that many good projects
will not be funded this financial year. It is likely that the funding available will only allow for 90 projects
to be funded. Applicants will be notified in December if their project has been successful or
unsuccessful.”

New NRCMA Board members_— Isabel Borrelli and Tony Walker are the two new members recently
appointed to the NRCMA Board. Isabel is a member of BVL and will be moving to the Brunswick area
in the near future. Tony Walker has worked with Richmond Landcare Inc. for many years and is from
the Alstonville area.

Community Support Officer

For further information about participating in local Landcare, NRCMA programs or other issues relating
to natural resource management in the Byron Shire area, please contact:

Wendy Gibney

Community Support Officer (Byron)

6626 7028 (Thursdays and Fridays)

Email: wendy.gibney@byron.nsw.gov.au

Contacts for Brunswick Valley Landcare

Postal Address PO Box 6, Brunswick Heads, 2483

Secretary Madeline Green madeleinegreen@linknet.com.au

BVL Project officer: Judy MacDonald — 6684 5390 Wed & Thurs or judymac@aapt.net.au

Website: www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au

This Newsletter is funded by the Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority (NRCMA) Community
Support Project delivered through Brunswick Valley Landcare and supported by Byron Shire Council.
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